f 



};' 



SURVF? ^^^^ ^T^' ^^^ - ORGANIZATIONAL AND MEMBERSHIP 

eSf of^li S??f ^"^/^S^^^^y ^^ ^960, and each year thereafter, 

thP nS;"f ^4^^ conduct a detailed and analytical survey of 

te?r??S? "^Thr^^f nf^^^^^^J^^P °^ *^^ CommuLst Party In iL 
ApSl 1 of P«?h ^^^^"s^are to be forwarded to the Bureau by 
Sear In «nn^n.^f^^ Detailed instructions in this regard will 
appear in appropriate manual changes in the near future 
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Office M.emofandum • united states government 

ro : SkC^ SmjmONl6 {l<y0i-^r6Sii)] DATE: IQ/30/59 . 



FROM : 



SA[ 



SUBJECT: 



Ci* - "USA" 

SOOTHERN REGION' 

SAN AjOTONIO DIV3SI0N 

ORGANIZATION 

IS -■ C 



b6 

b7C 
b7D 



;. . . On 10/19/59^ I ^"I fufnlshed" the ■writer' .ah .oral. 
j?eport\ -which was,suhse'quently transcribed and thereafter* 
a^knotfleclged by informant on i0/22/59« This, report is located 
ih l l and contains th6 following infoi^nation: 

On 10/18/59, a meeting t>f the State Coiajmittee of 
the. Texas GP.was hfeld at the home 6f [ 



Dallasii Texas; The following were present at the meeting t 



1-100-7631 
1-100-7232 

1-100-9378 ^^ 

1-100^7260 fp&P) . -r 

l-aoo-7050 (#u»ds) '.( 

i^lOO-242-Sub 7 (Legislatitre Actilrities.) 
i-iOO-242-Sub IB (Bri^f ) 
l-lQQ-g4g-Siib .1 -(Membership) 



5-Dallas ■(#$). 

i 1-106- C 
i-ido- 
,1-106- 
a-ioo- 
1-100- 
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OP-USA) 
C-p-Funds) . ^■ 
CP Membershi, . 
CP Faeijionalism) 
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C^-Neyj York "(BM) 



2-100- 

fi-ioo- 

i-lQO- 



CP, Southern Hegio'n) 
JPES .JACKSON) 
O^J^i-Nelic^enjIX^stiOh) 
s.(<[CP Mditibership) > 



-*-«-. 



S-Houston {m] 

fi-ioo- 
(i-ioo- 
Ci-ioo- 



6p-^a) 

'A4 0» Jjs 



Jhl 
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SA 100-7631 



JOHN STANFORD 



- Chal3?man of State Committee 

Executive Secretary of a?exas OP 

- member. State Committee j from San 
Antonio 



- Assistant Treasurer^ State Committee 

- member. State Committee; from Dallas 



I arrived late* Prior to the beginning 
7"JShN STAl^ORD sold communist literature 



of the meeting, 

to those present. The names of some of the publications 
were as follows: 

P. 2 Political Affairs 

German Question by HERBERT AETHEKER 

This Is KHRUSHCHEV 

Peiping Review 

The Worker 

The National Guardian 

"What is Marxism? 

Monthly Review 



c 



]pald $15.00 to JOHN STANFORD on the 



literature bill. However i he still owes on this and will 
liquidate his account at the tiext meeting. 
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The agenda at this meeting ^as as follows: 



1. Minutes of last State Meeting, [ 



] 



coiumented that there was a poor attendance at the last .State 
Committee Meeting. STAJNPOBD, in his remarks, repeated this 
and commented that at the forthcoming State CP Convention the 
Convention should decide a system to (get better attendance 
P, at the State Committee meetings. STANFORD also said that 
3 the different areas shoiild report as to what actual contacts 
had been established with youth organizations. This report 
sho\LLd be given at the forthcoming State Convention. STANFORD 
also said that at the Convention reports can be made on the 
draft resolution and the new genei?al resolution, T^oth of which 
are set out i n Political Affairs . STAHFORD commented that he 
and I I must compute a CP state mailing list of twenty and 
mail pamphlets entitled The German Question by HEKBEI?! 
AETHEKER to those on the list, STAllFORD commented that 
they will complete distribution of the AHPHEKER pamphlets toy 
the next State Meeting, a total of fifty, 

2, Area reports- For the Dallas area, it was 
reported that the City of Dallas has five fully paid up CP 
members, and the C ity of Fort Worth has three Negro CP 
members, I I announced these figures. It was further 
commented that LAJTOIN is active in the flmeyl.nan f?. I. FonM 
and also the Young Democrats, both in Dallas, I I 
was reported to be active in the American G, I, Forum, 
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P. 

4 



and 



engaged in a heated 



in^e Fo3?um4 a ndf 



disagreed 

1 lied about his age 



argument dealing in th e main w ith their activity i n the 
American G. I, ForiM, I I did not like the lAiay 
had handle d his ao tivi'by in the ; 
with him, I I commented that 

so that he could get into the Young Democrat s but did not 
succeed and LANDIN criticized him for this, I I was 
embarra ssed and d isappointed at the argument and, after a 
recess, I I and STANFORD made brief comments trying to 
rectify the situation, STAMFORD said the reason for the 
disagreement was that there is not e nough Pa rty work going on 
in Dallas. He pointed out that both | | and \ \ belong 
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to the same organizsation, the Forum, but that they should 
work in different organizations. 

Regarding the San Antonio situation, STANFORD 
commented that he will compile an economic and political 
situation report pertaining to the S tate of Te xas and it; 3 be 
relationship to the work of the OP. I 1 suggested 
that STANFORD do this. 

P. STANFORD told of an attempt to pass a Fair 
5 Emplo3niient Practice ordinance regarding city employees in 
San Antonio and that this attempt failed, 

STANFORD also reported on his personal situation, 
remarking that he had been fired from his Job in San Antonio. 
STANFORD plans to open a bookstore in San Antonio and will 
attempt to obtain the necessary money from his stepmother. 
He was not too hopeful of obtaining the money from her, but 
said that if that attempt failed, there was another possibility. 
While in New York recently, STANFORD had talked to JAMES 
JACKSON about the matter and has hopes that JACKSON may be 
able to obtain the necessary money for STANFORD to open a 
bookstore. JACKSON told him that this financial aid will 
not be obtained directly from the CP, but that JACKSON will 
talk to some people who will contribute to this sort of 
project but not directly to the Party. While JACKSON was in 
Mexico, he ascertained that a printing company named Taller- 
P. Graficasi which is located there, needs an outlet in the 
United States. According to STANFORD, this is a liberal 

company and STANFORD could handle their products in a bookstore 
in San Antonio, STANFORD further commented that if he opens 
a bookstore he will probably train for a month or so in another 
bookstore, possibly in New York City, This was suggested by 
JAMES JACKSON. 

STANFORD made the comment that the State Committee 
should not become complacent about the proposed hearing of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities, that such a 
hearing might yet be coming to Texas, He suggested that the 
members of the Committee write HEN ISVY, who represents the 
American Civil Liberties Union in Houston, Texas, for 
literature on such a hearing. 
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SA 100-7631 

3. Report on recent Southern Regional Committee 
meeting. JOHN STANFORD advised that recently he had been 
to a Southern Regional Committee meeting in New York. He 
P. said it was a two -day affair but that the full membership of the 

7 Southern Regional Committee was not present. Only a small 
group attended. The purpose of this meeting was to discuss 
the Negro question' and the South' s affairs. STANFORD said 
the National Secretary of the CP attended this meeting, 
STANFORD said the reason this Southern Regional Committee 
meeting was called was dioe to the fact that much work in the 
South was done outside of the CP. "JAMES JACKSON was criticized 
because he did not advise the party on his work in the South. 
The Southern Regional Committee has a three -man commission on 
the Negro question. 

At the Southern Regional Committee meeting there 
was a discussion of the forthcoming National Convention. 

It was decided at the Southern Regional Committee 
meeting that the following three points be presented to the 
National Committee: 

1. The South be assigned a working field organizer. 
According to STANFORDi this will probably be the same man 
who was supposed to be doing this Job now. 

P. 2, The Southern Regional Committee will meet, 

8 regularly from now. Texas is. allowed two representatives 
on the Southern Regional Committee, 

3. There is a resident committee \ihloh will work 
with the Southern Regional Committee. 

JAIVES JACKSON gave a report on the 21st Congress 
of the CP-USSR which he attended. He said there is a new 
fifteen-year plan in the USSR which is composed of two seven 
and one -half year plans. According to JACKSON, at the end 
of the fifteen-year plan all prerequisites for communism will 
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be fulfilled. JACKSON explained that in ten years Russia will 
?^*!?Sp *^® United States in production per capita, and that, 
i^^;^?*®®" years, Russia and its neighboring socialist cotmtries 
Will be completely conimunistic . These countries will be 
completely independent of the free world. According to 
JACKSONi one year after that, the United States will be forced 
to accept socialism in this country in order to survive 
P. economically, JACKSON commented that if war can be avoided 

9 for the nexfc fifteen years, the United States will have 
socialism by 1976. JACKSON also said that at the present time 
Russia produces one -third of the world's goods, but, by 1965. 
they will produce one -half of these goods. > i> ^ ^» 

^ ^* The forthcoming National Convention of the 
OP. JOHN STANFORD reported on the plans for this Convention, 
J^ M^^^}^'^ *^^ Convention will be held in New York on 
12/10-13/59* and that the basis for representation at this 
Convention vjill be one delegate for every fifty CP members. 
However, the only CP members that can be counted are those 
who are current in their dues and have been registered in the 
Party from October 1958 to October 1959. In addition, they 
must have paid for their Southern Solidarity assessment and 
for their assessment to cover the expenses of the National 
Convention. This latter assessment consists of an extra two 
months dues. For every four representatives, there can be 
one alternate to the National Convention. These alternates 
P. and representatives must have the same qualifications as 

10 mentioned above, but for a two-year period expending from 
October 1957 to October 1959. 

o^ STANFORD said that on 11/15/59, there will be a 
Texas State Convention to be held in Dallas, Texas. STANFORD 
commented that he committed the State to this date while at 
the Southern Regional Committee meeting because an out-of-state 
man named CHARIES will attend the State Convention and could 
attend on that date. The delegates to the State Convention 
must be in proportion to each individual area membershipj 
the state delegates must have the above-mentioned qualifica- 
tions for a one -year period. The State Convention will elect 
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new State officers for the CP and will also elect a delegate 
to the National Convention, According to STANFORD^ since 
Texas has thirty-five registered members meeting the 
qualifications mentioned above, the State can send only one 
delegate to the National Convention. The election of State 
P. officers at the State Convention will be done by secret l-allot 

11 and these State officers will automatically be members cf the 
State Executive Committee. However, the officers and also the 
members of the State Committee must meet the qualifications 
mentioned above for at least two years. 

At the State Committee meeting, the group discussed 
the basis of representation from the various areas to the 
forthcoming State Convention. It was decided that there will 
be one and one -half delegates for every two members. The 
security problem arose during this discussion, and It was 
decided, to keep new members at a minimum at the Convention. 

STANFORD continued stating thatthe various CP clubs 
throughout the State of Texas will elect proportionate 
delegates to this State Convention and will also elect 
representatives for the new State Committee. These representa- 
tives, however, will be subject to the approval of the 
Convention. 

P. STANFORD urged that there be much pre~convention 

12 discussion on the general resolution arid also on the draft 
resolution on the Negro question, both of which can be found 
in Political Affairs. 



I &-. Finances. STANFORD reported that he had paid 

I 1 the $80.00 due her in fees as past treasurer 



of the Texas CP. It was decided at this State Meeting that 
a dues report be given for each area to the new treasurer 
who will be elected at the State Convention, 
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During the meeting STANFORD commented that , , 

is coming to the South. ST/y^lFORD also commented that 



the National Secretary of the CP had said at the recent 
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Southern Regional Comrriittee meeting that the Party and mass 
work cannot exist one without the other. 

STAI^'ORD £:tated that San Antonio has five paid up 
members and lArill have three representatives at the State 
Convention ♦ 
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(H) COMMUNIST PARTY^ USA - MEMBERSHIP — The Bureau has a 
fundamental responsibility to positively identify each and every 
individual who is currently a member of the Communist Party (CP). 
¥e have made some progress in this direction during the past 
year. However, there remains a large group of unidentified 
members in the various sections of the country. 

While our ultimate goal has been and remains the 
penetration of all levels of the CP organization with live 
informant coverage, experience has shown that success in this 
field is dependent upon the judicious application of all avail- 
able investigative techniques, coupled with meticulous planning^ 
boldnes.s and ingenuity.. 

The field offices for the most part have been quite 
successful in identifying the state or district CP leaders and 
the intensified coverage afforded these individuals has resulted 
in the obtaining of highly valuable information. The same degree 
of success, however, has not been realized in identifying smd 
covering the activities of CP officials on the olub and section 
level. It is quite apparent that to positively identify a sub- 
stantial number of current CP members there must be a greater 
concentration of investigative effort having as a primary goal 
the identification of key section ,and club officers such as 
section organizers and financial officers and club chairmen. 
These officers can be expected to have under their control avail- 
able financial and membership records which records while sketchy 
are of considerable assistance in identifying current CP members. 

The following investigative steps have been successfully 
utilized in certain offices in the identification of current CP 
members : 

1. Initiate a detailed study of .live informant 
coverage on the section and club level. 

2. If live informant coverage is weak or nonexistent^ 
initiate investigation to identify the section organizational 
secretary or financial officer. 

3. Through physical surveillances of section officers 
and other techniques^ identify.' the representatives, of individual 
CP clubs to section committees. _ ^ , 

4. Through physical surveillances and, other techniques, 
ascertain the meeting places of individual CP clu-bSj_____--s=— --~~;r 

Aw) 
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5* Through surveillances of section and club of- 
ficers, ascertain the location of pertinent records and utilize 
confidential techniques to secure such records. 

In those instances where you are unable to identify 
a substantial majority of CP members within a section, the in- 
vestigations on the key section officers should be retained in 
a pending status and intensified in line with the five steps 
set forth above. The Bureau should be advised under the individual 
case caption concerning those section officers who are selected 
for intensified investigation and appropriate communications 
should be submitted on a 45-day basis outlining the investigation 
conducted and the results achieved;. 

The above investigative steps are merely a guide and 
are not intended to be all-inclusive. The Bureau recognizes 
that in certain areas the CP is relatively unorganized and a 
different procedure will be necessary. It is believed, however, 
that through proper supervision and intelligent analysis of the 
problem existing in your territory, a marked improvement can be 
made in the identification of CP members. The Bureau intends 
to closely follow the progress made by each office in this regard. 

11/3/59 
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i3AX^ 



?MlQ C-Ei Ms ttC9*^^f.'VSGit>'i;-a ^ar^ilQ!^^* fjiSt, 
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'TMo ^at'oaar^iteQ o^soisr^i j^i '^^ f5*o, r^s^s aae^-f*^£2j3 t--^ I I 



1 im%uQ, mi^li afec-^S ^^^4:* g)*f?., v£€n of ^sSs: 
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G(^F..'F'.I'..Gi-E-.- MEMO R. AND TIM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (IOO-I763) DATE: 10/28/59 

PROM: SA l I / 

SUBJECT: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT, 
COMMUNIST PARTY (SCDCP). 
IS - C 
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6oi 1 - Cleveland (GUS HALL) - REGISTERED 

1 - Buffalo (CP STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY | - REGISTERED 

3 - San Francisco (MICKEY LIMA)(AL LMON) -REGISTERED 
(CP MEMBERSHIP) -.^ I 

'" 2 - New York) (HARRY HAYWOOD )-(-CP MEMBERSHIP ). ..R]gGISTERED 



r 



100-26044 
100-4486 

100-29162 
100-26103 
100-30439 
100-55455 
100-55504 

100-20300 [ 



(ORGANIZATION) 

(DOROTHY HEALEYXSI) 

(GUS HALL) 

SI) 
(SI) 



MORANDA SMITH SECTION) 
SAN BERNARDINO SECTION) 
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SOURCE 



ACTIVITY 



RECEIVED AGENT 



LOCATION 



who has fur« 
nished 3?eli- 
ahle infor- 
mation in 
the past and 
whose identi- SCDCP 
ty should 
be concealed • 



10/9/59. 
Joint meeting, 
Rsolution - 
Construction 
& Organizing 
Committee of 



10/19/59 writer 
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This infoimation was placed on a memo belt 
by the informant, which was furnished to the writer 10/19/59 . 
It was transcribed 10/19/59 and documented by the infoiinant 
in the pi^sence of the writer 10/23/59- Informant's report 
is as follpws: 

"Los Angeles, California 
October 19. 1959 

"On Friday, October 9th, a meeting was held 
at the Hungaidan and American Cultural Center, on St. 
Andrews Place in Los Angeles. This was a ^Joint meeting 
of the Resolution Committ ee and the Committee on Organizatio n, 
Constitution . and_.By- Laws , which is meeting in preparation"" 
for the District ConveHti<wi of the Southern California 
Communist Party. Representatives from the various Sections 
of the Party were present to attend the individual meetings 
of these committees. However, DOROTHY HEALEY and other ^ 
members of the District Board appea3?ed with a proposal that 
instead a joint meeting be held, so that GUS HALL could 
discuss some of the organizational problems which a3?e facing 
the party in this period. It was indicated that GUS HALL 
had attended the Mid-West Organization Conference, which 
had discussed many problems of parity organisation, held, 
apparently^ last month, and also had reports f 3?om the East 
Coast Organizational Confe3?ence, which had been held earlier. 
It was further indicated that there was yet, no draft 
resolution on Party organization, and while this was a 
weakness, it was not necessarily a mistake, because from the 
Mid-Western Conference, from thfe Eastern Conference and 
from our ideas here this evening, there will be the' basis 
of drafting a resolution on the problem of Party oi^anizatloho 
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"Present' at the meeting we3?e 23 individuals, most of 
them representatives of Sections in the Party; They were 
as follows: 

• "Prom Moranda Smiths 



"Prom San Bernardino: 



"Prom Beverly«Pairfaxs 



Committee , 



who is on the Resolutions 



^ who is on the Constitution and 

urganization Committee • 



"Prom Boyle Heights: 



"Prom an unidentified Section: 

"An individual named SIDNEY;^ who speaks 
. with an apparent Greek accent and has 
spent some time in Tampa, Florida, 
hefore coming to California. 

"Prom Needless 
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"Prom the District Board: 

I — I 

DOROTHy HEALEY 
BEN DOBBS' 
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"With 



] was a young white girlj, who 



was a representative of the Youth Section. 
"Prom an unidentified Sections 



"From Zapata s 



he 
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"From Professional-Cultural: 



"Prom Compton-Watts ! 



"Prom Centinellas 



An elderly man about 5^^"^ with wildly 
disarrayed white hair was also present. 
His age^ approximately 65-70^ his weight 
approximately 110. 

"DOROTHY HEALEY opened the meeting with ah 
indication that the District Staff at its meeting that 
momingj had decided to i^commend the present ^oint meeting 
to the committees when they arrived. It is important they 
feel^ that discussion toe open with regards to the organiza- 
tional problems. We must understand that we are beginning 
to formulate general political lines for the first time in' 
several years. Miat we are beginning to exsert a, force as 
a Party and the people aa?e gravitating towards the Party. 
These developments requi2?e the solution of organizational 
problems^ which are only now just ^becoming 3?eally important. 

"DOROTHY HEALEY went on to state that we must 
remember that our basic organizationsLl 2?ole is bringing 
Socialism to the United States. However^ we should also 
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"remember that our Immediate present date, problem must be 
solved in terms of our organizational structure as well. 

"The problems of the woifeers^ she saidj, must 
be reflected in our present method of organization <, There 
are many concepts which demand our attention^ The problem 
of the Party *s vanguard role^ the problem of how the 
Party functions independently^ the problem of the role 
of working class clubs^ all of thdse problems and concepts, 
she said must be related to the development of our mass 
policy* We have much. unclarity ©n this aspect on the" 
role of the Party o The Converition should contribute to 
clearing up, if not resolving this unclarlty, 

"GUS HALL then took the podium, pointing out 
the necessity for going back and analysing how for example, 
LEMIN handled the fight on organizational questions, after 
the defeat of the Party in 1905 in Russia • Thd3?e was a 
long struggle in the face of tremendous pressures for legal 
operation and the party turned out at that time not just 
to be a propaganda machine, but capable of independently 
functioning in the face of tremendous pressures. The, 
relations of the Party to the Unions and to the mass 
organizations in this period is paramount if we are to 
follow LENIN'S lead on the fight for independent action 
as he exhibited it in 1905 . We should also analyze HALL 
said, how the mass parties of France and Italy have been 
organized. It is true that objective conditions were right 
for the organization of these mass parties, but the rule 
of the 7th World Congress in developing a mass line, 
within which these parties could work, should not be 
overlooked. The outlook and the understanding which arose 
within the Party from sharp ideological strugglfe laid the 
ground woik which made possible such tremendous growth as 
has been exhibited in France aiid Italy in the parties 
there. We must think in terms of the problems in structure, 
the methods of work of the Party/ in terms of how we can 
carry out the Party's mass policy ^ If we analyze the Party's 
work during the present steel situation, we can have some 
example of what the situation iSo HALL stated that our 
greatest influence in the unions today, is in "the ranks 
of the steel workers • Even greater than in the automobile 
unions he saido We have, however, three kinds of pkrty 
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"organi nations in steel o On the one hand we hav* the kind 
of organization that exists in Buffalo today^ where the 
Party people woifc out policies for the strikers. But on 
the other hand our Party has no influence or connection 
amongst the strikers « Accordingly^ the Party issues ma.ny 
independent leaflets^ sells the Worker^ etc.^^ hut it 
functions exclusively as a propaganda agency, 

"On the other hand^ we have what GUS HALL calls 
the Ohi© type of organi^ationo TalB is well organised work 
with a 'steel commission^ where the attitude of the Party 
is expressed in the steel commission and is felt shortly 
thereafter by the miion stewards^ by the Union Presidents^ 
and so fortho Not only with regard to economic questions, 
but also with regaM to political Issues o The contact 
between the Party organization is expressed in the steel 
commission and the leadership of the steel union as a. very 
good contact. However^ there is a great weakness^, because 
most of the workers in steel, do not realize the important 
role that the Party plays. g:he relationship between the 
Party and Steel Union leadership is good, but the Worker 
is not sold to the steel workers and leaflets are not 
distributed and so the independent face is not exhibited 
at all. 

"A third type of organization would be one which 
combined both the approaches and influences to developing 
the course of the struggle. The correct Leninist view would 
insist upon presenting both the independent face of the 
party: and work within the unions in helping the leaders of 
the unions to decide policy and so on.^ 

"Generally throughout the country, GUS HALL stated, 
the Party ^s Clubs are divided between those which do internal 
work and those which do external work. -Now of course no 
one can be completely well rounded and certainly not eve3:y- 
one can be well rounded, but it is desirable that all of 
our Party Clubs make contributions at least in both' areas 
of work. The role of the party must include both approaches. 
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"The next point which GUS HALL took up^ was that 
which dealt with the fact that our conditions of work today 
are very, complicated. ¥e must move ca3?efully^ because of 
the nature of the new era into which we are entering. We 
are not in a position to know how far the foreign policy 
will develop that is "beginning tody^ or how far the internal 
domestic reaction in this country will develop which shows 
signs of glowing* We should beware of moving prematurely 
and panicking. One of our complications at the present 
time, he said-, is lack of confidence in our National 
leadership. This lack of confidence-, he stated, ' probably 
is well needed in reality. 

"One of the most complicated aspects of the work 
of the Party today, which pushes itself, HALL stated, is 
the question of illegal and legal moods of organization. 
We are and probably will remain largely a legal organization, 
HALL stated. However, it is necessary that the Party fight 
continually to preserve this status. However, we cannot 
ignore the illegal side of the problem, for example, the 
question of the anti-Communist clauses in the Taft-Hartley 
Act remain. Our main base as a Party organization must 
necessarily be in the Union Bank and File. This raises 
problems and it raises opportunities as ^well.T 

r 

L. "For example the work of a caucus where the 
leadership cannot be officially a member of the party is a 
serious problem. In adjiition to that, we have to recognize 
such things as the membership case, which is coming iip 
before the Supreme Court. If the Supreme Court should take 
a position that the membership clause of the laws which are 
on the statutes now, is really a constitutional clause, this 
could completely illegalise Pa2?ty membership in this 
country. Then there is the whole problem of the foreign 
registration act, which is the most reactionary law on the 
books today. This question also will come up in this next 
session of the Supreme Court, and it could lead to life 
imprisonment for failure to register as a fo3?elgn agent. 

"Furthermore, any corporation of size will fire 
any known Communist Party member, and so will for that 
matter most of the unions. All of these problems must be 
reflected in our methods of organisation, as well as our 
methods of work. ,^ -, 

- 7 - 



LA 100-1763 

"Finally, with r®sp®et t@ the point ©f methods 
of work in this complicated period/ we must recognize that 
relationship between the main leadership of the party and 
the rank and file membership, is a very important problem .J 

"The next point on which HALL focused his attention, 
was that of the Glubs. He stated that the Clubs are not 
now the center of Party life, but they must become such. 
Our Clubs discuss and issue leaflets, they support our 
papers,, but this is not enough in these time when leadership 
is not exerted by pressure or by the development of action. 
The Clubs must learn to exercise more self initiative and 
must cease to be the lifeless shells' without contents 
which they are in. many cases today. To make the Party 
Club the center of Party life, the Club must have a well 
planned political prospect based, upon its understanding 
of the relationship of forces, the area in, which it is 
workiiig, how the Club will change and bring about an 
increased, level of understanding in that area whei^ it is 
working. How, for example, have the Clubs handled the 
question of peace woa*:? How did the Cltibs treat rfhe: 'visit 
©f KHRUSHCHE?? D© th® GluhB show initiative in their " 
work? Are we molding people in our Clubs or are we : , 
raising the understanding ©f the working class? "What is. 
our attitude towards developing better Mai^st - Leninist. 

"All of these questions must be answered during 
the course of this discussion period. ¥e must involve 
the Party in this discussion. We must not expect to 
resolve these problems immediately however. With the 
conclusion of his foma l talk, GUS H ALL asked for questions 
as well as discussion. I I asked whether any 
discussion^ had been held thus far with regard to strengthen- j,^ 
ing the constitution concerning the necessity for action 
on the part ©f the Club md^THhofer'g . 'Fhia a»estion was not 
directly answered however. I P also asked what 

GUS HALL'S, understanding was of the status of the question 
of moving to Ghica,g©. HALL stated that the question has 
been coming up again and that while he did not feel the 
move to Chicago was in any sense a cur® for the Party's 
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"problems^, he i^as "W^tj mu ch in fa¥ or ©f such a move and j^^^ 

had been for many years • I 1 indicated that many In 

the Southern California District are also in fa¥or of such 

a mo¥eo A question was asked with x^gard to the problem 

of repraitingo HALL answered that the party' is beginning 

to growo For example^ he indicated that MICKEY LIMA in 

San Francisco had told him that the Party up there had set 

a goal of recmaiting 40 new members for the^40th Anniversary 

meeting of the Party o That it would meet this goal^ and 

that many of the new members were young people o' 



"53ie National Committee had previously set a goal 

b7C 



of 200 new rscrait s.9 however o it now appeared that this goal ^^' 



was much too low* I asked a question about the 
possibility of setting up iniennediary organisations of 
those who could support the Party and would be willing to 
contribute to the Parfey^ but for reasons of loyalty oaths 
and so on^ could not actually belong to the Party. She 
suggested that organisations other than study circles could 
be devised for such groups. HALL ag^ed that we must 
organize such movements whereever possible. A question 
was asked with regard to the HARET HAYWOOD Case. HALL 
answered that this case has not yet he^n fully decided* 
We have 5 he said^ more or less avoided trying to settle 
mai^ of these cases^ and this has been a bad thing. HALL. 
recalled that the National Executive Committee had named 
HARRY HAYWOODp together with a number of others^ as having 
read themselves ^ out of the Parfey by Joining with an ultra 
left " factional group* However^ HAYWOOD had subsequently 
withdrawn from this ultra left ^roup and therefore his' 
status was in question o On' the other hand^ AL LANNON^ who 
had also participated in setting up this ultra left 
competitive organisation to the party i, had then come to 
San Francisco and for a year and a half represented that 
he was paying dues to ^pmeone in New York and was still 
a member of the Party o Hdw^verc, recent ly^ AL LANNON^ acco3?ding 
to GUS HALLp indicated that he has been out of the Party 
for over a year and a half^ and that he is not an active 
member^ of the Party nor is he seeking to maintain his" status 
as a member o 
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"Floor discusEion began with ©©mments by IRV 
GOPP ' of the District Board wh© indicated that^ he was very 
interested in the remarks that were made by GUS HALL 
concerning Italy and B\affalOo With regard to the question 
of BuffalOj, he stated that he -had been the head of the 
steel commission in Buffalo at dne time^ and that the 
steel operators had taken and was still taking every step 
possible t© drive the Party out of the shc^ps* 

"While he was in Buffalo^ ha indicated the 
work had been q^ite different and was not simply concentrated 
to passing out leaflets. We must lock ourselves soundly 
into the shops by whatever methods possible^ stated IRVING* 
He then went on to say that with regard to the Italian 
Party 5 he was aware ^ because he^ had been thei^ during the 
war^ that the Party had existed' for 22 years under Fascism 
and that in 1939 it had only 600 members o Yet in the face 
of this terrible terr^r^ they were able to function and even 
have Influence in the railroads thr^oughout the country and 
in the auto works at ^rino Schools were conducted for 
cadre and the secretary of the Party who was in exile during 
this entire period was actually operating as the head of 
the Party during the entire timeo 



a good Club^ which had 
many unions in the anti 
woiks very well^ he said 
brought an outsider from Ms 
would not fiM himse lf a 
Now the AF of L QIQo l 
'shop organisations fee set up 
precincts o It is the main 
movements and to see to it 



.poke and said that he is in 
involved the members of 
18 movement o The Club 
it is his feeling that' if he 
shop into his Club^ the man 
of a real political party. 
] stated^- has^ asked that 
ghout' all of the various 
the Party to build such 
set up centers or 
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electoral offices on all levels of government. 



[ 



]was followed by£ 



] She 
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stated that, the age of the Party is one of the most serious 
problems presenting uSo We must learn to utilise some of 
our ' venerable old timers ^ who are not so" good at reading 
as' they use to beo 
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"We also ha¥a wersr weak organization in our Clubs 
and weak discipline she said. ^^^ 

I I was followed by I ~l He said 

he ' felt let down hj the. report because we ha¥e^ not yet 
mounted a discussion on how to build the Party • We are 
lacking the old revolutionary spirit^ he saldo The new 
era into which we are entering offers us lots of opportunity 
for struggle 5 but such struggle requires devotion o We 
cannot Continue to say that problems are complicated as 
GUS HALL has said tonight* Why cannot we say; what prevents 
us from 03?ganising on a basis ©f democratic centralism with 
the kind of discipline we ui^e to have* 



I I was followed by [ who indicated 



that some of the pTOblems reaching the Party are simiply 
■ mechanical ones which can be' resolved with devotion and 
attention* Others^ he said^ a re much more d ifficult and 
ca nnot be res olved so easily o I I was followed 

bv l L She said that the draft political resolution be 
was not sufficiently documented and also that it was lacking b7c 
in ^passion* o There was a need for holding classes and 
developing' recruiting* Also the street and neighborhood 
Clubs heed to be tied down* Our Clubs should concentrate on 
a specific democratic Club^ a specific assembly district^ and 
so on* It is wrong to have three or four people worki ng in 
a Club in three or four dlffei^nt mass organizations o I I 
I i was followed by a foreign individual^ probably of Greek 
'extraction^ who speaks with a heavy accent and who was 
described by the Chairman of the meeting as SIDNEY* 

"He related how the Party had been built in Tampa 
and then been extended while he was theye to various other 
areas^ such as Port lauderdale and Miami* He went ^ on to 
indicate the tremendous success which they had held in 
building meetings for EARL BROWDER who spoke in Florida 
several times* J 

"He 'then stated how 12- years ago^ when he had come 
here to California^ they had had tremendous success in getting 
Stockholm Peace Petitions signed. 
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"¥e must resiMe the idea of wide spread mass 
activity he said. In the Mexican community we have ali^ady 
begun to take 3?eal steps with the development of a 
bl«llngual newspaper. nSiis bl-lingual newspaper^ he said^ 
can be extremely important thing in our work in the Mexican 
commimity. 



"He was followed by 

the question^ what problems face us? 
simple? She disagi^es with[ 



_^_^^_^ who raised 
Are these problems 
"^who said that 



? 



people should only woife politically. If the people of 
her Club had dispersed into coramunity clubs when he 
originally proposed it, several years ago, they would have 
had great difficulty integrating into the commimity life. 
The Needles Work Section is united in its desire to maintain 
the Party, in spite of the fact that they have many political 
differences. 



was followed by 



who Stated 



that the Club must be the most effective group in the Party. 
Our Party is much to© concmed with the problem of security 
and should devote itself more with the problem of building 
the Party. We can carry on the objectives of the mass 
organization he said, but we must -also represent the Party 
in doing that work. Anybody can become a leader in a mass 
organization, the thing to do 'is to become a leader and also 
put forward the program of the Party, 

"Some of our people, he said, are massing time in 
this respect, waiting to be inspired with the necessity of 
the Party. This is wrong. They must get out and get into 
the work and. start building t© promote the program of the 
Pa2?ty. It is also wrong for our industrial clubs to continue 
to function simply as fractions, they must fimction instead 
as political clubs. 

"When DOROTHY" HEALEY resigned the podium after 
the discussion period had been completed, she pointed out " 
that the approach which GUS HALL had used this evening was 
a dialectical one. It showed that we do not deal with 
absolutes in the organizational p2?oblems of the party. We 
must always relate our 3?ole to the real world around us. And 
as LMIN said, truth must always be concrete". TSie needs of 
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"one group a2?e not solved by the approach of the other. Nor 

can T^e afford to live simply by directives o Every member 

of the Party must struggle with the problem of the role of 

the Party. The problem is one of how we can go about finding 

answers. To do this we must estimate the moods of the 

working class and we must learn how to raise the level of 

the workers thinking with regard to their problems o Within 

the Clubs we should s eek out our ow n experiences. When ^^^ 

she was done speaking^ I I asked for the floor and 

indicated that in the Clubs with which he Was working^ the3?e 

had not yet been developed a collective approach to the 

problem of mass work and the individuals in these Clubs 

are still working as Individuals. This needs to be cori»ected 

he said. 

"When the meeting was concluded;^ the two committees 
broke into two parts, so that a short meeting could be held 
in each case. It was suggested by BEN DOBBS to the Committee 
on Constitution., Organizations and Structure, that a small 
sub-committee b egin to woite on some draft documents* However, 



sub^-committee bg 

I land one or tw o others objected to thi s. 

snortlv there after, however, | , . , . , ^ „ * ^ ^^^ 
I L got together and agreed thSy would function 

infoi^ally to start bringing some suggestions together. 
Accordingly, they decided to meet .a s a small sub '- committee 
in an informal basis at the home <^f l "I on Tuesday, 

October 13th. BEN DOBBS said that he would try to attend 
this meeting ag well. 

"The meeting of the Education Commission, which had 
been set for Tuesday, October 20th, wa s changed to Monday , 
October IQth, and GQnsiiJtfitlQn between P 1 
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%iis to avoid a conflict whicl^ 



had in another meeting which was to take place 

b7C 



"on tne same "night. (It shoTxld be noted that on the ^^ 

apparent relation between GUS HALL and DOROTHy HEALEY was 
much more cordial than has been the relation of DOROTHY 
HEALEY" with any other National leader of the Party in the 
last two or three years. They were seen to leave the meeting 
together^ hand in hand, evidently bent on having coffee or 
going out in the- evening after the meeting was ended quite 
by themselves. )" 
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ACTION: Informant was thoroughly interviewed and 
could add nothing fui>ther to the above. 

It is being recommended that a 100-NEW be 
opened on UNSUB;, SIDNEY, who was present at this meeting, 
in order that his identity may be established and appropriate 
action taken. . 

All necessary action in connection with this 
memo has been taken by the writer. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-3-68) pATE: II/17/59 

EROM : SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-80638) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP 
IS-C 

. 2^ 1VV59, NY 2002-S* made available for 
review, information maintained by the CP, USA at its 
National Office, 23 West 26th St., NYC. Among such 
";j^5S^al was found the following data among the records 
SL T* ^^' Nauional Organization Secretary of the CP, 
"f ^ nWo^/Jin^' indicates that the figures were compiled 
as Of 11/3/59 , and it appears that these figures 
represent a listing by state and district of the CP 
organization of total dues paid during a twelve month 
period. Information obtained earlier has reflected that 
this period was set as October, 1958 bo October, 1959. 

J i^n^^^i?"®^ *^^* *^® l^s^ column indicates the number 
01 delegates to the National Convention of the CP^ USA. 
to which the state or district is entitled on the basis 
of average monthly dues. 

The totals of columns 2 and 3, which have been 
inserted^ reflect a dues paying membership of 5,075 and 
a delegate representation of 103. 



2-Bureau (IOO-3-68) (RM) 

1-All Offices (100=. ) (cp, USA - Membership) (info) (RM) 
C^e YoS B^S-loilP ^''' ^'^ - ^^ ^^^^^^°* - Membership) [41^) 

JVW:rmvraT(il/ 
(57) ■ 
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This data, as 


received, follows: 














Aver. 




No. 








No. Pd. 




12 mos 




Del. 




New York 




27,644 




2303.8 




37 




New J. 




982 




82 




2 




E. Pa. & 
















Del 




2004 




167 ■ 




6 




N. Pa 




70 




6 




/I 




Md. 




311 




26 




1 




Conn. 




100 




8 




1 




New Eng. 




1263 




105 




3 




Ohio 




1249 




104 




3 




Mich 




1435 




120 




3 




111. 




5261 




438 




8 




Ind. 




690 




58 




2 




Wise. 




1007 




84 




2 




Minn. 




1490 




124 




3 




Daks 




444 




37 




1 




Oreg 




393 




33 




1 




Neb. 
















Mont 




383 




32 




1 




Utah 




146 




12 




1 




Wash 




1749 




146 




3 




Idaho 




23 




2 




1 




So. Gal. 




9653 




804 




17 




No. Gal. 




3739 




312 




3 




Mo. 




392 




33 




1 




Pla. 




220 




18 




1 




Okla. 




253 
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(5075) 




(103) 
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SAC, CiJICAGO < 100-327^1) 11/6/50 



^ -\ HOTiMAL siscmaiTS" - c ."_"■_ ' 

■ '■■'■.■ On SoptembQg '26/ 19S0> I .1 ^^^^-^^4 thai; GUiS HALL ^^^ 
■, ja&t. -with -a gS'oiii]? of ■■students who TJerqi ifiesitif iod ats Ijeing faroia. / ,■ . ,. 

'■- Wheatoa 'College,; ^^t7h!Batons,'':Illixi6ip. -■, - ■ ''■■'■■■.■.'•'". - ' '" "' - 

:■' '.' ' HALL esqs>laiaed'to;'^he group /that Iji0,\i?os'& has not beea 

; •stax'tod'-becaase h©: spent sis yeagfs-.in the peaitentiarj, HALL- ■ • 

woat oa to e^laim that he ^aS J;3adictQd for Violation of the 
. Smith Act. in 1943, «md stjited thj© trial ^ss ves-ir imtcresting 
., in that it covered a charge Ishich ia-^olypd thinking, HALL 

,, 'Stated a«?tii5)^lly the .ch&rg^ tjsa^ a' fijoasplrjjey to; toiich and not ,. ■■ - .' 
>"the- attest- to_ pverthrot? th@ Croverajaeat., , HALL'*es|iiaiaed he; ■-,..■ 
Ju$t finished' t?;0 years -'probation Xollo^ing' hi0 relGS'SSe' from th© 
■ peait^ntiary, .and =about "tl^^®' monthp- ago- h© x^ViB. el^ct^J^^ ono 
' of -th@,.iTatioiia,l CocMtinigt Party- (Cg^)'. Secretaries in- gv M m ip of the - 
^^ JlidTiest, - • ■ ■ ' ' "' ; ...'■"'■" "'■■ ' . ' - , , ' '' ' '- -.'/■' ■■'• ' 

■ ., ••• ■' '-IIALL cpiamisnted^' that' the- 'C^;f«hctiont3- ii&e- other; politieal'.^^ 

. •■ organisations- in that it has/ a national, organisation*, state.: '-'■■. ;..,. -•' 
. ■ orgaaisatidn'y and -a. Teg'^oa&l coamitte^ in- fot?r regions of 't&© ■- ' 

-Uaitod'i^tates,"' He stated j, .in' Addition t<^ the, stat© organijsatioaa '. •. 

■ '•■•there are city, section, ' -and clubs,.-" He stated', the ■ difference 

-■ betTieen. the, CP aad most 'political parties ia that the CF functions -.-, 

• • on a year-p'i'ouad basJigj*,-. hAlL coiaaeated that th^' C^ b©liei/ed;that, 

society :is laoving' into another st3ige.at?ay i^roa ,capitaXiBffi* ' He. , 

, eoijsaepted that 'it. is- the C^'s .conviction that ^tos'oic eaejegy • should '.■. 

p^ uS(3d,for the full- benefit of. htsiaari; beings. tmd- ther leaderships '■ ' 

"Will b$ the'isorkia^ classj-.tb© coamoa" jJOdplej- 'tjith sectiions ■ of- v -,• 

■•■ .. intellectuals ♦, ' ',•"■ ; '_ •■ \-\^ :■ .' ■'-'' ' - ". ■■;- ... ■■" ' " •'-.•'";, •' •;• , - '.-, , 

' HALL cbmsiiented that \7ith a democratic tradition and ' 
AB,erican .GoiirerQiaesit -continuing » .soci^,lism poa^ibly can cok© ' ■ - , 
abont in 'dlectioas. 'through Constitutional means*' '■;•■„■" . • ' -.■■,■ 

.-' \SALL.thoa' coiiia©sit@d' that those ;sti4deats,i3ould ^probabl^ ■-' 
'. ,-b© intorv:ie^ed by, the, fBt inasmuch ',aC HALL' 'claimed thutt -.every-. ■■- \^-:'\, 
■■f'whe'j^e his%ent. he .t?as.,,follotir^d'by. t^e FBI," ":'■'- ■' ••■^.' , ■^o. . ./,/-'>-/' 

■ 1 -■■ Cleveland (1.0,0-421>(.6US^EAa/3*<EEl)' . ° ■ V^^''i^<l^&^^tt^ Py 

/^^^^V IIQV7 irorl2 (®i> ■■ . ; V ,.;-. ■ ■■; •■ ■■T^^mMm....^-"^^^^^'- U 

■>^-^-*' 1 ,- 100-30641- <CP, USA.. Og^aaiaaticm) • ' •• . . \'xm^Mipc&x.:^:^^-r--^f^'m- 

■ ■ . ■•^CX^'- 100-: ■• ■ ,XCi»^'^Aj= Stoabdrship) ■... , .■ 1 ■■'(■■',<]■>/ 1 Si^5"0 ^^ 
' .3 -■., Chicago.. ', .,•■ ., ■ .^ .;."■.., ■ ... ,■.-;■„ :. ..." \ ^r■■'^.f>c^VlC7^vl■ili.; ..^ 

, 1 •>.. ai-S©*? (CLAUDB LlGHISrOOS?)-- ■ ;.' ' / >-''<^-V2^'^^'^'^%/j 
l;-10©-^a9§2' es., tesab®rship> ,. -. :-^'-' - ^J-^'Ji^iii/^ 
: •P®:.:f6s (C)- ■■, ■• ■' ' . , -■'.-. -■■ . U ,-,,. ^«^<^'S. 



# 



•' <:» 



CG 100-32741 



Oae of the situdeats asked how losag it t?ottld be before . 
the Me^it^tm p&ople.cQm^ to tho plBce ^here th& 0o'verBment woul^ 
' be ' takea Qtrsx^' as HAXiIi isidite^ted'^ ^ , HAIL stated there weafe, many - 
t2?esids develo|il»g both aatioB^lly and iaternationallyp cmd stated 
that oace th^ Amerioaa people g3?ab hold of such a thing it v;ill 
mov^ very fast, HAtlr qommeated that thes^e ti?ag no doubt in his 
mind that in th^ life tima ,of" tlie children of those in the 5:'oob 
AMes?*ica i^Quld be socialistic^^ ; ^ , ^^ ^ ^^ 

At thia 'pdijat of the jagetingy ClAWDB^IiIGEHfODI!^ Joined "~ 
^ this^disdusaidn,^ " A que^ti^'on was a&feed feS to i;7hethes' EkhL vbM . / V ^ 
/elected to' M0 position 'f2?oift -abo^e 'Or belowj and . he ' replied he 

' Vi&B elected, bsrth©;.1^atlonai:.C0raaittee* ' H© stated ^ the CP ,lias' 
& iJationatCosaittee of S© members elected froB balo^*'^ ^' - 

M junidentif 3.ed girl inc[iiired lis to T?hat the affiliation 
of the C0 is %ith Ilussia:^ MMJL said there m^B^no affiliation- at , 
-all,. MMi commented ^ that Eas0ia,^a^"the .firsJt to, take the road" 

, to ^ocialism^ ^and t5*ciir experiences wfi"iich 'are -KsiitiaMe will; b^ - ^ " 
ttxkon by the: Party hBve 4^Bt as' i&pDiea^id^ns take; experiences from 
the paat^' ' Ekth cdmaentedj . '^We-ha^e ' to ^ find o^r o\m way to.. " ^ \ . 
s'oeialismi t;e are a- reEJoureeful: people*'^* 

"She ' question was ns&ed ?;hether ^ALL thought the irlsit 

of SHEOSHCHST to the IJfnited States had any bearing on the Party 
hejre^. ^H&Ii^ replied not directly*-' He stated that-tba impoi*tant'- - 

/tbin^ is^^that^i^meriqanB can ©^.y that Enssiana -ar^ people> mid ' 
t% i^; going to be more difficult to ^convinee Mericstna that We^ ^ " 

-can't get^' along ^ HAIA/i^ent on to' praise -the development of^ ^' 
the Kus^iaa^ rockets ^ .,and. he- stated^ the people \7ill get the\ idea - 

.that -the^tt?o codntriee '\7ill -get together* • One of the ^ indiiriidnals' ' 
present Bt$,ted they -understood that people in RnGsi^ .cannot ;\ /^ 
believe in God,^ ^She^' inquired 'i:?Iiether .this womld , happen 'in 'the ' 
United States, ';.,MLL. ©tpted^tbi^was not tr^e' even' of Enspia> ' 

.E&Ilt, stated tbat.Tijith ©6 many •people going, to EiiH^iathey "nb^ - -^''' 

admit tlie f act th&t there i^ complete: freedom of re|.igion and 

a la^ge.'0ecti<>n, 'es^*eci&-lls^* of the older generation p go to chiireh/^ 

H&tt then introduced CMODE IiIGJITFODT to the group as 
the Illinois, ^tateCh&irman of the CP^^ Mlii i^as asked ^7hether^- / * 

the CP is considered Xb^^I or .illegal* He cosaented that in some 
,i^ays it is legale ' EkVL cited >S€iveral Imm,^ 01m' of vjhich ^^m -^ . 
passed setreral \?eekB ^ ago^^ - that stated no person: vho has h^on a^ 
member* of the ;CP in a "f^ive-ye^ period ami be an-officer^of a- ■ a 
, union ^ -HALL 'COBmiented' that ^e ^^IK desaocracy hut Tie don ^t ' " 

practice it^, ^ , - " ^ [. ■ /' ^ • '. 

^ •' ^,. . ^ / ^ g w. _-. ' ^ - ^ , /' 






Ca 100>-S374X 

'' tlGMBQ^ at iifeds"' poiaf cited a m^sssgo yhich-had b©en, ■ , 
received -Ivom Stat© Senator mmm of ■•iIJiaQi^ xiho: cissseHed that 
th© a» has a ?ight to eatpress .itself , LIGHTFOOT stated hj / 

thought this was indicatiire Ot a trend. LIGTOOOT cOMaeated tfhat 
Coiamiini^ts or Hegroea cannot foe ^u:^pressed Without ^us>p2?essing 
other things* - - - ••■■'!' ' ' : • , - ■ ' • '. - ■ 

One ot the individuals aslsed as to the total membership 
6t the CP» MGETFOOT statefd it wuld b^ hard t<^ Judgej stating 
thev wye having a meeting this ©veniag and i^ 500 people ^e. .., 
present' it rdll be considered good, LIGEpFOOT stated that the 
CP at o6e tiiae i!i;£luenc©d in Chicago about 3?i»000 or 40^000 , , 
tjeople, and it had an actual membership of abo»t ©^©00 or i>^^* 
He stated actual laembership today ^QUld run trosa €00 <Jo 1,000, 
but eWn in todaS^*S conditions there must fee 10,000 people ^ho 
adhered to the program '^aad ^urthes* that prograpi ^faea they- can, 
■i^ithout 'Jeopardising themselyes* ^ •<. ' '..^ '", •- '. - - 

One q;^ -the individuals ^Ised about the ideals of ■ 
CoamjuaistSv' -mil. replied tliat the system of ^^apitalisa ^as - ., ; 
decaying and ^itii it coaes 'the", idea there., is -saothiag i:resh.; He 
stated the capitalist system is awch lilse the declining Boje 
vXth declining morals* He Stated socialism has as its root the 
idea of working together to achie-ve somethiagy and the moral basa.s 
is not what a person can get for himself but t^hat he ^an do to 
help others, MM* cemented the -problems of ddllnquency are noc 
unusual but are byproducts of the capitalistic systea, Befoa^e 
the group l&±t mtiL ofJered each o£ them a co|*y of "She Worlier", 

. Becommendation ' _• ■:•■:..'. 

^ to immediate u^%±on necessary* - ■ '^ ■'■.■ 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 
PROM 



SAC, NEW YORK ■,(100-26603'-C2009) (424) 
SaI I (4l6) 



DATE: 11/13/59 



SUBJECT: MANHATTAN . YOUTH CLUB 
CP, USA 
IS - C 



Identity of source 

Descriptxdn of info 

Date received 
Received by- 
Original location 



who has furnished 
rexiaDie info in past (conceal) 

10/17/59 CP Manhattan Youth Club 
Discussion 



10/20/59 
SA I 



] (written) 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



A copy of informant ' s written report follows : 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



NY 100. 
NY 100. 
NY 100' 
NY iOO 
NY 100. 
NY iOO. 
NY 100. 
NY 100. 
NY 100. 



-57234 

-125874 

-114066 

-110150 

-137717 
-134884 
-133542 




1 (424) 



1 - NY 100- 



d/-- 



1 - 
1 

1 



NY 100. 
NY 100. 
NY 100. 
NY 100' 



-120546 
-80638 
-128804 
-80644 



(MTT.TOM A. rLNTT). at MiO ratg., 10/l7/59> 

per (412) 

(TnM' n.Min. y. 'm , 24, at MYO mtg., 10/17/59 

per I 



i: 



34l2) 
ZZK42_2) 



- NY 100-: 



OP, USA, Membership) (415) 

CP, USA, NYD, Youth Matters) (4l6) 

WWS.-X-.- vOP* USAi Youth Matters) (415) 

26603-02009 ' (424) 



%'■ EMA:mfd 
(16) 







b6 

b7C 

b7D 



rr 



October 17 ^ 1959 



Time: Octoljer 17. 1959, 10:30 AM 

Place: 86 Stanton Street;, New York City N.Y* 

Event: Communist Party Manjiattan Youth Club 

discussion 
Speaker: RUTH LNU (W-F-40-5'5"-1^0 lbs) 

"National Convention Draft Resolution" 
iVt tendance : 11 

Identified 



b6 
b7C 



RUTH LNU spoke about the -coming National Convention, 
She said the resolutions on peace, youth, employment should 
have the fullest discussion. Before she re^.d some of 'the 
draft resolution she stated that during the cecr-oiting drive, 
Mflnhaf-.han nnnnhv haR gotten 10 new members. Two of .them ■ 

J right jn the Manhattan Youth Club, 



bo 

b7C 



She said the County Convention was to be held November 20, 
21, 22. The Manhattan Youth Club is entitled to 2 delegates 
for each five members. For the State it is one delegate for 
five. The discussion that followed RUTH LNU^s reading lasted 
about 40 minutes and was mainly concerned at blasting the 
"call" group and right-wing revisionism. 
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OPPI CEMEMORAWDUM-!? UNITITD STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : SAC, San Diego DATE? 11/15/09 

PROM : SACp Detroit (100=16906) 

SUBJECT J. -"COMMUNIST PARTy/^ "^ "^--..., / 

/ USA MEMBERSHIP "■ <- / 

^"~"-Re -Bur eatf- air t el '"'8/31/59, captioned «GUS HALL;- 
IS - C; SMITH ACT OP l,9ll.p__- ISA OP 195q.o"^ 

GUS HALL visited the. residence of CARL, WINTER, 
9^56 Burnette, Detroit, October Ij. and 5s 1959.. WINTER and 
"HfeLL are members of the National Execative Committee, CP, 
U'pA, and WINTER is also chairman of the Michigan CP District. 

■ CSDE 6o6-S-)S-, a source close to WINTER and wh^ has 
■furnished reliable information in the past, on October I|., 1959, 
made "available materials in the possession of HALL including 
a 5 page handwritten letter bearing the date September 15, 1959, 
and salutation "Dear Gene,^*" and the signature "Rapo" This 
letter also contains a return address of "l,M« Rapport (phonetic) 
1680 Chapman, Petaluraa, Calif," ' 



- San "Diego (RM) CEnclo -= 1) 
Cl ^ 100 - MIKIE) (phone ticO 

(1 i- 100 - Ac RIDEMON) (phonetic) 
{1 - 100 - C:P, USA, PACTIQNALISM) " 
{I'- 100 - LcM, RAPPORT) (phonetic)^ 

- New Yoi'k (RM) (End, - 1) (Info) W^ 
J (1 - 100 - ABNER GREEN) ff , 

Cl - 100 " EUGENE DENNIS) ' 

Cl - 100 - CP, US^", PACTIQNALISM) 

- Seattle (RM)' (Info) 

- -Cleveland (RM) (Info) 

- Detroit 
Cl - -100=131^20) (CARL ^IXNTER) 
LI - 100-13136). ,(GUS-HALL.) 
(1 » 100-13li.20, Sub'l) 



EJC:GM0 
ClU) 





,^^ yf^^ -^^-^//^Si 




ft'C^ 



DE 100«16906 



A review of the contents of this letter reflects 
that the author has heen ill for a number of years hut that 
he maintained his Party membership by paying dues directly 
to the ^^District;^^ further that tt^e author during the past 
few yeiars paid his Party dues directly to ABNER GKEEF when- 
ever GREEN visited the West Coast and that GREEN in turn 
furnished the dues to the "Center o^^ The author mentions 
that since ABEfER GREEN^s death he is unable to continue 
dues payments and that there is some indication that 
^HTKIEf '(phonetic) has referred to the author as an *.^X^^ 
(supposedly ex-member) o The author points out that he does 
not desire to become an ex-member after i|0 years of Party 
life' and that the only one who talks to him is Ac R3;DEM0N 
(phonetic) o The author continues that he is located on a 
farm in a small community and cannot be active but tha t he 
would 'like to continue as a member at large BXid' ll;zy^^^{lp'^' 
that* 'perhaps' '^GENE*^ would refer him to the proper cISannels 
so he could belong to the Seattle Districto The "GENE" 
referred to ^is probably EUGENE DEMISo 

One copy each of this document is being furnished 
the San Diego and New York Office So No investigative leads 
ar"e being set out fo3? San Diego inasmuch as Detroit f eels -^ 
that the identity of the author is probably already known* 

Detroit has no information, which would indicate 
'the reason why HALL would be in possession of a letter 
directed to EUGENE DENNISo 

The enclosed photographs are numbered 19 through- 
23 and one set is retained in DE 100«13ii20«lBl6o 
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OPPiCE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : SAC^ NEW YORK (100-4931) 
FROM : SA JOSEPH V. WATERS 



Date: 11/2^/59 



SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY. USA 
IS-C 

Report of SA JOSEPH V. WATERS, NY, 10/20/59, 
reflects activity of OP, USA for the quarterl^y period 



l«New York (lOO-8o64l 
@*New York {10O-80638 
1-New York {IOO-7456O 
1-New York {IOO-81338 
1-New York (IOO-96985 
1-New York (100-87211 
1-New York (100-86624' 
1-New York f 100-88123 
1-New York (100-87212 
1-New York (10O-79717 
1-New York (IOO-80636' 
1,-New York (IOO-89691' 
1-New York (10O-89590' 
1-New York (lOO-8064O 
1-New York (100-80644 
1-New York (IOO-80643' 
1-New York (10O-80634 
1-New York . (100-88297 
1-New York (100-79498' 
1-New York (100^-54651 ' 
1-New York (100-80864 
1-New York (IOO-81675 
1-New York (100-80633' 
1-New York (100-I33902) 

i-New York (100-4931) 

JVW:rmv 
'(25) 



CP, USA-Organization) (4l5) 
[OP, USA-Membership) (4l5) 
fCP, USA-Punds) (4l5) 
fcp, USA-Security Measures) (415) 
fCP, USA-Underground Operations) (4l5) 

GP, USA-Pactionalism) (4l5) 
fCP, USA-International Relations) (4l5) 
fCP, USA-United Nations) (4l5) 
fCP, USA-Colonial Matters) (415) 

CP, USA-Political Activities) (4l5) 
[CP, USA - Legislative Activities) (4l5) 
fCP, USA-Domestic Administration Issues) (4l5) 
[CP, USA-Strategy in Industry) (4l5) 
[CP, USA-Negro Question) (4l5) 
[CP, USA- Youth Matters) (4l5) 

CP, USA-Women Matters) (415) 
[CP, USA-Parmers Matters) (4l5) 

CP, USA-Cultural Activities) (4l5) 
[CP, USA-Vetei'ans Matters) (415) 
[CP, USA-National Groups) (4l5) 

CP, USA-Religion) (415) 

CP, USA-Pamphletg and Publications) (4i5^ 
[CP, USA-Education) (4l5) / v 4.^/ 

(CP, USA-Attempts of CP to Infiltrate 
Mass Organizations) (4l5) 



1 



M^^^sMz/<^'S'f 








NY 100-4931 

7/1/59 to 9/30/59- Details of such activity may toe 
found in this report under the following: 

Organization 

Membership 

Funds 

Factionalism 

International Relations 

Political Activities 

Legislative Activities 

Domestic Administration Issues 

Strategy in Industry 

Negro Question 

Youth Matters 

Farmers Matters 

National Groups 

Religion 

Pamphlets and PubOdc^aM^^ns 

No pertinent information concerning the following 
was developed for inclusion in above report: 

Security Measures 

Underground Operations 

United Nations 

Colonial Matters 

Women Matters 

Cultural Activities 

Veterans Matters 

Education . 

Attempts of CP to Infiltrate Mass Organizations 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



Office Alemorandufn : ^ united states government 

SAC, New York (IOO-80638) date: . 12/2/59 

SAG, Pittsburgh (100-8664) 




OP, USA ^ MEMBERSHIP 
IS -- 



Reurlet to Bureau, 11/17/59^ which set forth data 
regarding dues payments made by various CP districts 
to the CP, USA National Headquarters, as furnished 
by NY 2002-.S^^ on 11/4/59. 

Page two of relet sets forth information concerning 
N. Pa. (believed to be Western Pennsylvania) as 
well as information concerning the Eastern Pennsylvania 
and Delaware District of the CP* In view of the 
fact that there is no Northern Pennsylvania District 
of the CP it is requested that data furnished by 
source noted above be reviewed to determine if this 
information pertains to the OP, USA^ Western • . 
Pennsylvania District, It is further requested that 
the information be furnished the Pittsburgh Office, 
prior to 12/31/59^ so said information may be utilized 
in the next quarterly report of the CP of Western ~ 
Pennsylvania. '. 



gA New York (RM) 
1 - Pittsburgh 

ERCrmz 
(3) 




/d-o ^^6 C3^^ MO 



SEARCHED ,.,« INDEXED -. 



\ ^li^ SEARCHED ,.,« INDEX 








STANDARD FORM r«. 64 



2 



(yffice yUmorandum • united states GOYE^-mmm^ 



TO 



FROM, 



SUBJECT: 




SAC, New Yor.li' 
Director, FB3 



UP 11 
DATE: December '2, 19^9- ^-^^ 



?i^Ty, 



USA; 



COMMUNIST PI 

MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



: ^^^5 




Circumstances require that the Coiiffiiuriist' Party, 
USAj. membership figures for the quarterly periods ending 
Deae]:)}ber 31, 1959, ordinarily due at the Bur eau?Xno later 
than; v^jSinuary 20, I960, be tabulated and f urriished to reach 
^jljhe: Bjs'eau as soon after December 31, 19^9, as possible and - 
f at'^lp.ast no later than January 6, I960, This dat^ should 
y be .transmitted by airtel employing^ the caption of this letter. 

. The airtel' must contain the data usually incorpo- 
rated under the membership ca;^tion in the quarterly report; 
as well as explanations relating to significant flue tua-/ 
. '.tioQsin membership. . In addition,. ,the;number of members 
;V>.pp^si.tively and tentatively identified ^ during the pre.oeding 
::.tVQlYe -month period. must likewise he included. ;. ^ \ 



|CA 



2 - Albany, -2 

2 - Albuquerque. „2 

2 - Anchorage'. " 2 

2 - Atlanta ' - 2 

2 - Baltimore 2. 

2 7 Birmingham 2' 

2 - Boston 2 

2 - Buffalo 2 

2 - Butte 2 

2 7 Charlotte 2 

2 - Chicago 2 

2 - Cincinnati 2 

2 - Cleveland 2 

2 - Dallas , . 2 

2 - Denver 2 

2 - Detroit ,. 2 

2— El Paso ' 2 
2 - Honolulu 



i^ 



x^ 



A>i 



^<^ 



/ 



Houst pn : - ,2 . 
Indianapolis 2 
Jacks ohvi lie 2 
Kansas City 2 
Knoxville 2 
Little Rock 2 
Los Angeles 2 
Louisville 2 
Memphis . 2 
Miami ;^ 2.. 
Milwaukee , ' .2 
Minneapolis 2 
■Mobile 2 
Newark 2 
New Haven ^ 2 
New Orleans 2 
Norfolk , '^ 2 



• Oklahoma City 
- Omaha 

•-Philadelphia \ 
-Phoenix 

• Pittsburgh 
» Portland 

• Richmond 
► Saint Louis. ^ 

• Salt Lake City 
' San Antonio . 

• .San Diego 

• San Francisco -^ 

• San Juan 

• Savannah 

• Seattle 

• Springfield 
f Washington Field 



: ^ /t^-fA ^^f^l^^l 






'i^ 



^^. 
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Letter to SAC, New York 

RB: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, MEMBERSHIP 



Auxiliary offices are instructed to furnish 
membership data to the offices of origin as expeditiously 
as possible in order that the Bureau deadline of 
January 6, I960, can be met. 

The foregoing instructions do not alter in any i^ay 
membership data to be contained in quarterly reports for 
the period ending December 31^ 1959. The airtel should be 
a succinct duplication of the membership data which will 
be incorporated in the quarterly repprts. It is important 
that all figures contained in the airtels agree completely 
with those in the quarterly reports. 

This request for submission of membership figures 
relates only to this quarterly period and will not be 
required for subsequent periods unless you are advised to 
the contrary by the Bureau. 
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OFFICE MEMORAIJDIIM 



"UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



^0: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C2004) 

FROM: SA I I 

SUBJECT: CLUB #2 

UPPER WESTSIDE CP SECTION 
IS - C 



DATE: 12/3/^9 



1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
l-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 

1-NY 
1-NY 
1-N5f 
l-HY 



100-26603-C1920) (UWS-CP SECTION) (^^24) 

'100-118090) I' -^ — ' ^" 'f^) 

100-122352 
100-100351 



(424) 

_ , . ^4) 

100-18065 i^ (JACK Sa'ACiiKLJ (415) 



100-125496 

100-134143 

100-135244 

100-87518) 

.100-60639) 

100-135231) 

100-83194) 

100-133510) 

100-99801) 

ioo- ) 



'100-84135 
100-47738 
100-88154 
100- 



;WflT?PT1T.T^ T.i,..j 



(424) 
(424) 



24) 
1) 



b6 

b7C 
b7D 



OP U¥S-CP SECTION W. 



MEjVIBER 

ii/iV/SQ ) (424) 
(424) 




1-^ (100^57965) C 1 V— ./ , ,, , 

(^1^ (100-80638;) (CP, USA MEMBERSHIP AND RECRUITMENT) (4l5) 
1-NY (100-81752) (CP, USA, OOMPROS) (4l) 
1-NY (100-26603-C2004) (424) 

DRzume 
(24) 



!M 



-rf^'-/ 



rcD^oS'i^- 



9, 



SEARCHED l^'OFXtD^..... 

SERiALi2&£?2rr::=rFft£0^t 



^>**^^ 







NY 100-26603-C2004 



Identity of Source 

Description of ir^fo 

Date Received 
Received By 

Original Location 



who has 



furnished reliable 
info in past (conceal) 

Meeting of Club #2, 
Upper Westside CP 
Section, U/lO/59. 



11/13/59 



SA 
or 



Information furnished" by informant , a s 
reflected above ^ was dictated by SA I I to a 
dictaphone on II/13/59; transcribed by[ 



on ll/l6--17/59, and authenticated by inrormanr on 
11/19/59. 

A copy of informant's oral report follows. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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NY 100-26603-02004 



November 13 ^ 1959 

Meeting of Club 2 of the Upper West Side Section 
of the New York County Communist Party (CP) 
November 10 j 1959 

■■■^...i,. I m il,. II.,,.,., ■ .III I.I... ,■!, ■■>».■.■.■ II. III. ^■.p■,.■,^■»PT■■■»^■^ » ^■■..^■.ly v ■.■■^■»»l■.*■■■^.■i.l■■i■■i■.i^| I :^mmtmm-m "m ' n 

On the evening of November 10, 1959^ extending from 
8:10 PM to approximately 11:00 Vn, there was a meeting of Club 
2, of the Upper Wes t Side Section of the New York County C P, 
at the residence of I I 

Street, New York City. The following individuals were 
present at this meeting: 



JACK.STACHEL 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



The Chairman of this meeting was 



She 



Prior to the beginning of this meeting^ _ 

I I stated that she had on this date quit her joh. 
said that she couid not get along vJith the old man who 
operated the shop that she worked in and that this individual 
was a "stingy person," 



b6 
b7C 



I I announced that I I and 

1 (lNU) ha4 asked to he excused from this ineeting 
fks necessary that they attend other meetings • 



as iii Was necessary 



b6 
b7C 
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NY 100-26603-C2004 



announced the following agenda: 



1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 



Final Plans Fov tlie Upper West Side CP Section Convention. 
Discussion on the Draft Resolution, 
Good and Welfare. 
Announcements . 



b6 
b7C 



[ 



] announced that the Section 



Convention will be held on November 14^ 1959, in Room l6-C, 
at Academy Hall, 853 Broadway, New York City. She said that 
this convention of the Upper West Side CP Section would be 
held under the name ''West Side Literary Club" and would 
start at 10:45 m. 



read off the fpllowing names of 
delegates" ana alternates to the Upper West Side CP Section 
Cohvention: 



JACK (STAC^lT" 



b6 
b7C 



It is noted all the above individuals will be 
delegates to the convention and as such will be allowed to 
vote. It is noted only first names were used on this list 
to protect the Aden-hi-hy of the delegates and in the case of 

the three I | contortions of their first names were 

used to distinguish among them. 



b6 
b7C 
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NY 100-26603-C2004 



The following indivlcluals were alternates to the 
Upper West S3,de CP Section Convent j^on: 



bo 
b7C 



J , I Stated that at the Section Convention, 

J will give the main report on the work of the 



Section in the past two years. She stated there will he 
individual reports on PTA work and other activities including 
housing, community activities, etc. 

I I then read from pages 40 and 42 of 

the Draft Political Resolution as it appears in the September 
1959 "Politic&l Affairs" and commented regarding this 
resolution.. She stated that we^ failed to get acquainted 
with the work in other organizations and what these organiza- 
tions are doing. She mentioned as an example the trade 
unions . 



] questioned about what delegates 



to the Section Convention there i^rould h e from those Com rades 
working within the mass organizations. I I 

replied that this point was discussed at a Club meeting some 
time ago and that it already has been taken care of and there 
would be ho further discussion. 

■JACK STACHEli stressed the importance of self- 
criticism in the CP* He said self-criticism is an important 
factor in Party building. This fact seems to be entirely 
forgotten in the Political Resolution, ^ccprding to STACHEL. 
He said that recruiting in the CP is poor and last year we 
did not get 100 new members into the CP (apparently talking 
about the National Party) . STACHEL stated that this year we 
only got 25 new members into the entire Party^ 

STACHEL continued by stating that a living 
organization must grow, however, since Febru^y 1958, 
the CP membership has remained stable. He said the steel 
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NY 100-26603-C2004 

Btvlke could have been a great opportunity to recruit new 
members:, but we failed in our efforts, STACHEL said that 
sometimes people are waiting to be recruited and we are^ 
unable to get to them» He cited an example that recently 
two young people in Ohio, wanted to Join the CP^ but they 
could not contact anybody • He said they tried everything 
to find out where they could be recruited. Finally he said, 
they picked up a library book conta:?.ning a list of subversive 
organizations and found the address of CP Headquarters. He 
said that when they wrote CP Headqug^rt^rS;, we sent word to 
Cleveland, and finally the two were reached an^ xvere 
recruited. 

STACHEL outlined the following §teps in Party 
building: 

1* Building contacts, 

2. Building ourselves, 

3. Building our press. 

4 . Recruiting . 

5. Building up a Youth Club. 

6. Systematic sale and distribution of "The Worker." 

I I stated the Comrades in industry 

have the best chance to m ake contacts with the Puerto Rican 
people. I 1 commented that we must show people be 

we are still alive and can only do this by having street b7( 

meetings. She said that at a meeting of the Committee of 
First Amendment Defendants, which was held in New York City 
ori November 5j» 1959 ^ a speaker h ad mention ed that the CP 
has been practically destroyed, | "I stated that this 
was a shocking statement. 



I n also st?ited that she remembered 

the speaker at this meeting and was surprised that such 
a statement would be made • 

I I] stated that th^ suggestion of 

open-air meetings was very important and that she felt we 
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NY 100-a6603-C2004 



should have them before it gets cold. She said we must 
prove to the masses what we are and we can only do this 
if we work as individuals and find out how the Puerto Rican 
people live. She said we should explain to the people the 
school hond issue and we shoulia find out ahout the slums. 
I I continued hy' stating when we were needed^ w^ were not 
there - if we don't reflect the work we are doing we cannot 

I complained that all the other 
"^ne~communities are well organized, but we 



get anywhere, F^ 
s m 



organizations 
are not. 



b6 
b7C 



stated that the above situation is 

the fault' or tne leaaership from the top down to the 
Section. She described the leaders as being las. 



[ 



] continued by stating we must learn about 



the Puerto Rican people before we start work with them. 
She suggested that we should get the help of COLON. 



C 



] stated that the Upper West Side 



OP had a special meeting with" GOIibN some time ago and we 
listened to his suggestions and advice, but didn't do 
anything about it. 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 



: 



]then stated that Club 1 had 



contributed $85.00 to be added to the Sectjbn Fund 
Drive . 



[ 



] stated that $2^.00 wil3^_bie 



contributed by him to the Fund Drive, and both 



t 



] 



Iboth gave llO.OO, as contributions to the fund drive 



It was announced that the next meeting pf Club 2 
would be held on November 17, 1959 , at the residence of 



I 



that,.^ 

Resolution. 



] gave 



, „^ . ^ 1 comments 

I had prepared r egarding the Draft 



b6 
b7C 



^„ „ __. Polltloai 

] asked if anybody else.- had 



bb 
b7C 
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, '> 



m 100-26603-C2004 



written anything on this si^biect and nobody had, f 
gave the notes prepared by 






b6 
b7C 



[ 



] clistributed a leaflet announcing 



a meeting of the West Side Coramunity club to be held on 
November 13 , 1959, at the Beacon Hotel, New York City. 



[ 



] urged that the Comrades chip - 



in to pay for a greeti ng to loe inserte d in the Memorial 
Journal of the ACPFB, I I circulated among 

the Comrades and colbcted a total of $5*00. MILLS made 
out a slip stating, "Friends of the West Side Cluh^" which 
would he inserted in the Memorial Journal. 



b6 
b7C 



requested that[ 



? 



gave 
as t 



Upper West Side CP^ renew the 



]$5..00 and 



g e pres s director pf the 

I "Worker" subscription, 



b6 
b7C 



I- 



^ 8 ^ 



Mo, .?I3ia?SBUEGH (lOO-.B^6iJr) 
0AO> 1^(100-8065^) . 



12/9/59 






■ Bsti5?let, lS/2 






V , aJI.tM' data pidvid^d l^y lC20QS:-g'r«^ on 11/4/59. 11? i^ul^ appear 
\ ■ thstt th^ app^arattc^ Qf-«'K,. p^a^'-ti^i^ -m error, on i^m .©a3?fc 6t , - . 
■--, '. the person ■• TaoB#i2,iK^- tJi^ CP 'i^feeio^jdl^ -,-• ■ . ■ ■''■ •-■.■•'•■>•; ,> v • . •..•- ■' 



i 



2^. PittsMr^i.(aoo«866if)(mi). 




f>; 










'r ff^'k-^!^ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
5010-104-02 



• 



^? ,, UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-4) 



date: dec 8 1959 



FROM 



SAC, ALBANY (100-2349) 



subject: 



CP, USA 

NEW YORK DISTRICT 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
IS - C 



filed in Albany file[ 



o rally on Novem ber 30, IQ SQ. and bv notes 



J advised SA 



] 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Of his attendance at the State convention of the New York State 
Communist Party held in Academy Hall on Broadway in Nex^g^ York City 
on Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday, November 27-29, 1959 • 
Informant is reliable. 

Informant presented his credentials and received a 
Credential Card from a group of six individuals who were registering', 
delegates in a room on the 15th floor* These individuals were 
apparently members of the Credentials Committee. 



The convention convened at 8:00 PM on Friday evening 
in Room 15A which appeared to be about three rooms with movable 
partitions. Appyoxl matelv IRQ to 1 7R delegates attended each of be 
the three sessions. | | was observed with Credential b7c 

Card#120 and an unkno wn female from the Nassau Section, who was 
sitting with I 1 was observed with alte3?nate delegate 
credential card #20. 



It was announced that a Credential Committee, a 
Resolutions Committee and a Presiding Committee had been selected. 
Certain members of the Presiding Committee, whose responsibility 
was to bring recommendations on procedure to the convention and to 
settle any difficulties such as a squabble over delegates to tbe 
National convention, were identified from the Chair as BETTY 
GANNETT, PAUL ROBESON, JESUS COLON, ED PINCKNEY, BILL WEINSTONE 
and one FRED and "one AL. 



A young fat Jewish boy named MARVIN was at the door to* 
Room 15A and checked each delegate in by his credential card. 



See Page 2 for copies 

REMsggd 
(105) 
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AL 100-2349 



COPIES: 



2-Bureau (100-3 
2-New York (100 
2-New York jlOO 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (lOO 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 
1-New York [ 
1-New York (100 
1-New York 
1-New York 
, 1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 

1-New York 

1-New York (100-9375) 
1-New York (100-11383 
1-New York (lOO- 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York (100- 
l^New York (100- 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York (lOO- 
1-New York (lOO- 
1-New York (100 
1-New York (100 



■4)(RM) 

•26503) (RM) • 

'1288l4)(CP Organization) (RM) 

•129629) (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) (RM) 

.25623) (ERIC BERT)(RM) 

•25840) f HRM) 

•60640) I I) (RM) 



559) (JE SUS COLON) (RM) 

106l26ir 

56)r^ 



!3(RM) 



'23825) (BEN DAVIS, 
) 



•93365 

•103907 , , 

•13473 HSI GERSON)(RM) 
-10113 )[. 



"b(RM) 
7R.)(R M) 
^(RM) 



) 



](RM) 



KRM) 

-79025) 1 __,~~] (^) 

13203 )(GEORaE MORRIS) ^m) 



•88013 
•13447 
•84275 
•65761 
•67670' 



(WILLIAM PATTERSON ) (-RM ) 

IRM) 

RM) 



100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

100-10544^ 

100 

100 

100 

100 . ^ 

100-20) (MO RRIS SOHAPPES)(R M) 
100 ' " 



{mi) 



bo 
b7C 



58535) (CONSTANTINE RADZIE) (RM) 
9550) ( PAUL ROBESON, J R. ) (RM) 
117158] |(RI4) 

13527 ) 1 N ) 



•109560)r 
rlll6661l 



UMI 



)(RM) 
(RM) 



IS 



[RI4) 



21421 HALEXANDER TRACHTENBER G) (RM) 
•50094) I(RI^) 

>79937) 

'54555 ) L ^_____. 

.26018) (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) (RI/I) 
•9595) (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (RM) 

.ll6704 r ■ K RM) ^ 

■1^48^) (BETTY GANNETT) (RM) 
•Q1^Q 8V K rm) 

•228) (r' m i). ^ 

-48033) (IRVIMG POTASH) (RM) 



COPIES CONT. 
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COPIES 


CONT. 




■ 1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




i-New York 




^S^New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-NeW York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York. 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




l-^New York 
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1-New York 




1-New York 
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1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 




1-New York 
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100-ll8l74)[[ 
100-16785 Uj: 



m jackson)' (rm) 
■rm" 

RM 
RM 
RM 



bo 
b7C 



JAMES TOI 

JACK STAGl 

^100-936^) (pED 'bASSETT) (rm) 

; eqgene immis ) ( Ri/i ) 

BOB TH0mM0N)(RM) 

CP Membership) (RM) 

100-128804) (CP Youth )(RM) 
*100-128812)(CP Political Activities) (RM) 
'l00-8064l-Sub B)(RM) 
'CP 17th National Convention) (RM) 
*CP Peurto Rican Activities) (RM) 
^100-128809) (CP Strategy in Industry) (RM)' 
I 100-12815) (CP Negro Question) (RM) 

Freedom of the Press) (RM) 

100-128822) (Education) (RI/l) 

100-132430) (Industrial Section) (RM) 
JlOO-26603-C40) (Bronx Section) (RT^) 

Manhattan Section) (RM) w x 

100-26603-045} (Nassau Section) (RM) 
Il00-26603-C4l) (Queens Section) (RM) 

100-26603 -C44) (Westchester Section) (RM) 
^Harlem Section) (RM) 

100-Unsub BILLY, speaker at NYS CP convention, 

11/27-29/59) (RM) 
(100-Unsub female delegate from Nassau, 
Credential Card alternate 20, NYS CP conventlm 

11/27-29/59) (RM) 
(100-Unsub FRED, member of Presiding Committee, 

NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 
(100-Unsub AL, member of Presiding Committee, 

NYS CP 'convention, 11/27-29/59 XRM) 
(100-Unsub VIRGINIA, Manhattan County dele'gate 
' to NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 
(100-Unsub BELLA, delegate to NYS CP convention, 

11/27-29/59) (RM) ^ ^. 

(100-Unsub LEON, Aka. Monroe, Bronx Section 
delegate, to NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RI4) 
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1-Nqw York 
"1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New Yo3?k 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 



2- 
1- 



•Buffalo 
-Buffalo 
1 -Buffalo 
1 -Buffalo 



100-Unsub SHEPPY, Manhattan Section delegate, 

NYS CP convention 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub JACK, Manhattan Section delegate, 

NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub DONNA, Manhattan Section delegate, 

NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub ART, Manhattan Section delegate, NYS 

OP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub NAT, Industrial Section delegate, 

NYS -CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub ALFRED, Industrial Section delegate, 

NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub IRWIN, Industrial Section delegate, 

NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub BOB, Industrial Section delegate, NYS 

CP convention, 11/27-29/59). (RM) 

100-Unsub ELIX, Industrial Section delegatje, 

NYS CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

iOO-Unsub AGNES, Brooklyn Section delegate}, NYS 

CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub ARGUS, Bronx Section delegate, NYS CP 

convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub LOUISE, Bronx Section delegate, NYS 

CP convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub EDITH, Bronx Section delegate, NYS C^ 

convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub JAKE, Youth Section delegate, NYS CP ' 

convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 

100-Unsub ED, Youth Section delegate, NYSj CP 

convention, 11/27-29/59) (RM) 
100-CP, US A, New York Di strict, 
100 -104^4^1 \ (RM) 



Buffalo Division) 



100- j f jRM) 

100-i?'at white m&le delegate to NYS CP 
11/27-29/59 (RM) 
1 -Buffalo (100-Young white male, sandy hair, .crew cut^ ^vd 
delegat e to NYS CP conv ention. 11/27-29/59 (RM) 



convent ioib 6 

b7C 



1 -Buffalo (100-15 ) 

I / 1 

1-Albany (100-2349) 



(RM) 
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BEN DAVIS presented, a report on Friday .evening - the 
keynote speech for the convention - on The Communist Party of 
New York State. The report lasted approximately 2|- hours and no 
copies were distributed. It contained nothing new or startling 
but noted that the Party was moving forward in its mass work, had 
been correct in its estimate of the 1958 elections and had made a 
contribution to the elections, criticized the Taft-Hartley law, 
as a device by employers to keep the working man in line and noted 
that the people were calling for a labor slate or for a third party. 
He called for an organization of the unorganized and noted that .a 
Negro labor council is being formed by A. PHILIP RANDOLPH as a . 
result of the denial of Negro rights at the CIO convention. He •. 
stated that a Youth Section had been organized in New York City 
and that a Youth Committee, which must develop a youth program, 
had been set up in the state organization. 

It was then announced that comments concerning the report 
would be accepted from the floor. There were no disagreements by 
the speakers from the floor and everyone agreed that the report was 
very good and agreed with the main line. 

One VIRGINIA, a white female, from the Manhattan Section, 
5»1", 95 to 100 pounds, medium build, gray hair, in her 50' s, who 
commented that she was new in America, spoke, noting that few 
comrades are truly active in the Party and that we must get more 
actloh'.ostof the OP. She stated that she (or her Section) had gotten^ 
38 subs to "The Worker." 

BELLA, a white female in her late 50' s, 5S medium • 
build^ dark hair and glasses, also spoke, statiaiig that we must 
get out and work for the Party and that t^e Party is working in 
her union and will get its quantity of subs and bundles.. She 
wanted an increase in the sale of the paper on the street • 



stated that BEN*s report had hit the nail 



b6 
b7C 



on the head, spoke about the success of the Buffalo CP in television 
appearances and #aid the question of labor in New York needs more 
debate. 

BILL PATTERSON Spoke, noting that he considers the 
report the best he has heard in 33 years. The Negro question 
is related to all questions arid all movements and nothing can be 
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accomplished without first" raising the level of the Negro and 
helping his fight for equality. 

The next speaker, believed to be GEORGE MORRIS, wishes 
that there were more Negro and Puerto Rican delegates present in the 
Party because the Party needs more such comrades. BAVIS' report 
was not long enough and GEORGE could have listened to it all night. 
He noted that a women«s commission is going to be established 
nationally, 

A white male, Jewish in appearance, from Buffalo, and who 
may have been referred to as ED, early 30»s, 5 '5'% ?00 Pounds, 
dark hair, was the next speaker, stating that the Party m Buffalo 
is doing great work and has organized the steel workers, recruiting 
two of them for the Party. The Buffalo Party has fought against 
the witch hunt there,, has enlisted the a1,d of non-communist 
organizations to speak out against denial of civil rights, has 
caused the rehiring of two steel workers by reason of a militant 
fight and three more ex-steel workers are suing for their Jobs ana 
are on the verge of winning, and that litera^ture ^is -^accepted W 
the workers at shop gates in Buffalo and steel workers there take 
Party leaflets in preference to union leaflets, 

BILL ALBERTSON then spoke as the -Executive "Secretary and 
reported on the progress of the. Party since the 'Right Wing eje«ient 
had withdrawn after the 1957 convention. He noted that March, 195a, 
was the turning point for the Party after having lost 73g of its 
membership because of revisioaiaiii- . tod- f &^.Monaiism. The Party 
had to be rebuilt and new leadership elected, and since then, the 
Party has gained many who had. left., The BEN DAVIS campaign 
helped the Party grow and put it in the public view. The Party 
did excellent work in and around New York City on schools, ^ 
housing and jobs. The March on Washington and the hearings m 
Albany and in New York City 'on housing and jobs aided the 
organization. Twentyfive youth have joined the" CP and 2000 
membership is claimed now for the State. Party and non-Party . 
people will form a Marxist-Leninist youth organization within the 
next two months. "The Worker" now has l637 subs, ^ loss of 13 
from last year, but there has been a loss of over 700 teaders. 
The Party does not use the paper in their mass work, as they 
should, at^least 6000 readers must be secured next year m order 
to reinstate the "Daily Worker." The fund drive is better than 
it was last year, but. the goal has still not been reached. The 
Party must participate in primaries, in the forthcoming election 
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bo see that good candidates are selected or are added to the slate. 
The Party must also run Party candidates some place beside Harlem, 

BETTZ GANNETT followed with an Educational report. The 
Party needs to educate its members additionally and should have 
special educational meetings periodically. The comrades must read 
"The Worker" arid other Marxist-Leninist literature and need to do a 
lot of reading in order to educate themselves. Each Section should 
have an education director. 

There were many speakers, but because few individuals 
were taking notes, it was difficult to get the identities of these 
individuals o All of them agreed with BEN's report and no one had 
any criticism whatever concerning it. Additional speakers who were 
noted from the floor were: 



.TAOK STACHEL 



[ 



TED BASSETT 



] 



BILL WEIMSTOM E 



bo 



7C 



The main points in the discussion were to place peaoe 
as the number one issue and to vote for peace candidates in the 
elections. An anti-monopoly coalition of laborers, Negroes, 
Puerto Ricans and farmers must be organized. The circulation of 
the paper must be increased so that the people can get ^^^ 
Communist point of view ani issues which the people are fighting 
for - housing, schools, rent control, lower taxes, shorter work 
week, higher unemployment benefits for an extended period - must 
be supported. The fight for Negro liberation must be supported^ 

The various Sections caucused at 5:30, PM to nominate 
delegates to the Natinnal Convention scheduled for December IO-13, 
1959, at New York City. After the caucuses, BILL ALBERTSON be 
announced that New York State was authorized 36 "delegates and 14 b7c 
alternates. He then announced the results. He stated that there 
were conflicts in the Bronx Section and the Industrial Section and 
that consequently additional nominations were authorized po«J. J"J^^ 
floor I 1 was nominated from the floor as a delegate from 
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the Industrial Section and Unsub MONROE from the Bronx Section. This 
dispute was referred to the presiding committee and, after it met, 
BILL ALBERTSON announced that these two individuals had withdrawn 
their names from nomination and that consequently the elections 
that had been made in the respective caucuses prevailed, ALBERTSON 
then read off the names of the following delegates, ALBERTSON read , 
the first name only. The identifications in parentheses are those 
made by the informant based upon his knowledge of the leadership 
of the New York' State OP but cannot be construed as positive 
Identifications of these delegates: 



Manhattan Section- 



BEM DAVIS 



MEZHDEESMT 



[ 



TED (BASSETT) 



SHEPPy 

JACK 

DONNA - alternate 

ART - alternate 



Industrial Section 



WILLIAI/I Z, FOSTER (ALBERTSON 
stated .he would be unable 
however to attend) 

IRVING (POTASH) 

LOU (WEINSTOCK) 

BILL (ALBERTSO N) 



bernate 
- alternate 
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NAT 



IRWIN - alternate 
BOB - alternate 
ELIX - alternate 

- alternate 



flT-UPTTn 



Upstate Section- 

ED from Upstate - alternate 
Nassau Section 



r alternate 



8 
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Westchester Section 
alternate 



Que ens Section 



WILL (WEINSTONE) 



J - alternate 
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Brooklyn Section 

AGNES 



JIM (TORMEy) 
(JESUS) COLON 

BILL (PATTERSON) , , 

(Informant was not clear as to who were alternates and 
who were delegates), 

(A comparison with the 36 delegate-l4 alternate figure 
originally announced Indicates that Brooklyn probably would have 
5 delegates and 1 alternate,) 



Bronx Section 



BETTy (GANNETT) 
I I 



ARGUS 
LOUISE 



BELLA 

I ^ ' .: i 

EDITH ^ alternate 
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Youth Section 



MARVIN 



JAKE 



ED 



(These individuals were identified as alternates but were 
not included in the 3'6-l4 allotment. Twentyf ive youth from 
all over the country are- authorized as representatives to 
the National convention. The above three individuals come 
within this allotment,) 



bo 
b7C 



[ 



I 



The Upstate ca ucus consisted of . . 

J from Rochester, ED from Upstate, | | 

] the fat white man who may have been referred 



to as ED -and who spoke from the floor and a young white man from 

Buffalo, raid 20»s, 5'7", 155 to I60 Dounds. medium bnM6 . sandv 

hair and crew cut. 

Inasmuch as Buffalo was -che most active Upstate Section, it was 

agreed that Buffalo should have the delegate to the National 

convention. 
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On Sunday, the discussion from the floor continued, 
everyone agreeing that the report was very good and outlined a 
program that was possible to achieve. 

JIM JACKSON then took the floor pointing out that the 
DAVIS report was a very good report and agreed with the main line. 
He continued ..that we Communists should not be S't^reotyped biit Should 
be 03?dinary people and extraordinary Communists. We should fight 
on the everyday issues which confront the people, 

JACK SHULMAN took the floor and strongly criticized 
JACKSON'S remarks saying that JACKSON was trying to alter the 
DAVIS report and project a line of his own. SHULMAN said that his be 



entire Manhattan dele gatlim-JcaiSiLfcscL JACKSON'S line. A young b7c 
comrade from" Brooklyn - I -then got up and said that 



SHULMAN 's remarks were insulting, non-political and non-communistic. 

SHULMAN later asked for permission' to speak and apologized 
to JACKSON and the convention and stated that his remarks were his 
own and did not reflect the thinking of the Manhattan delegation. 

During the Sunday session, -a resolution on labor was 
presented but it was so long that the convention voted to refer it 
to a special committee for rewriting and to be brought back to the 
reconvened session of the State convention on January 9, 1960, for 
action. 

A book called "Inside the Khrushchev Era" was on sale 
for $2.50. One delegate claimed that it was a great book and had 
helped him gain members for the Party and also to hold some who 
were on the verge of dropping out. He said he had sold 67 copies. 

An issue of "Party Voice" was also distributed entitled 
"Pre -convention Discussion Bulletin," Number 2, dated November, 
1959, and it contained the Harlem resolution on the Negro question. 
The lasti.page w^s eap1iionQd..i''Disarmament - A Realizable Goal from 
"a printers group." 

During the Upstate caucus, GERTRUDE from Rochester stated 
there were now 7 members in her Rochester group, I . I f 3?om the 
Westchester Section stated that his Section now had approximately ^^^^ 
50 registered CP members and that tliis represented a drop from 
a one time high of 100 registered CP members. 

10 
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The' informahf furnished .a list -of individuals whom he had 
observed in attendance 'at the New York State convpnt ion, • He stated 
generally that these individ.uals were at each of "the three sessions 
but that it wa's not possible for him to certify that each of them 
had been present at each session: ' ' . 



BILL ALBERTSON 

BILL PATTERSON 

BILL WEINSTONE 
atTM r>flTrr.c! 



JAMES JACKSON • ' 
EUGENE DENNIS 
GEORGE MORRIS ' 
JACK--.STACHEL .". - 
ALEX TRAgHTENB ERG 
I "I 

MORRIS SCHAPPES , • 
ERIC BERT 



BOB'-.THOMPSON , 



TED BASSETT 



PAUL" ROBESON . 
IRVING POTASH - '. 
^ CONS'TANTINE RApZIE 

BILLY, the yo'ungs,teE-and speak er': -'^i 
.from Nassau ■ " ^ ■ ' '• I 

■JESUS COLON , • ■ : • \ - '? 



. *'y 



'LEMDS POR '.BUFFALO . 
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'■ Buffalo will attempt • to; .identify, ,and furnish photographs 
•to Albany for. display;±o informant;: -the fat white, male -who may have 

been referred' to' as- -EKi' and ayoung'^s^h^lte ,,man in ,hi"s mid- 20»s, 
• sandy -hair with "crew- cut,' whO' we^^e lit' attendance at the Upstate 

caucus, . '"'.•■" • . '. . .v~ 
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LEADS F OR NEW YORK " 

New York will attempt to identify, and furnish, 
photographs to Albany for display to informant, the following; 

The 6 individuals who may have been registering the 
delegates prior to the convention. 

The female delegate, from Nassau who carried Credential 
Card AltexTiate 20 and who appeared to be accompanying MANNY 
POUSADA at the convention. . 

Unsub VIRGINIA from Manhattan County. 

Unsub BELLA, speaker on Friday, 

Unsub BILLY, probably from Nassau, speaker on Saturday. 

No exhaustive investigation should be conducted to 
identify LEON, also known as 'MONROE inasmuch as this individual 
will be the subject of a separate communication. 
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F B I ^ 

Date: 12-8-59 



Transmit the following in Plain text 
v,„ Air-tel 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



.J-. 



TO: SAC, NEW YORK 

IKOM: SAC, MElJpHIS( 100-2198) 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

MEMBERSHIP 

IS - C 



Relet Bureau to New York and all offices 



12-2-59. 



No one has been registered into the CP during 
1959. CP membership for Memphis Division should be listed as 
.zsro. Thfi Tiern membersthlp is based on information furnished by 



] Sources of Information-Security, all of whom were active 



CP members in Memphis until it became inactive in 1957. 

Note further that Bureau, by letter dated 
2-19-58, instructed Memphis that in view of recent CP activity 
in the Memphis territory, that Memphis in the future should 
report CP membership figures as zero. 



C 2,/New York RM 

^1- Memphis( 100-2198) 
WHL:FJ 



Airtel...!!^... 
Teletype.... 

A. M. 

A. M> S. D.......<>c<^ 

Spec. Del 

Reg. Mail 

Registered .> 

Approved: 



(3) 



,.v^ 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



y^' 







^o^ 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 



OFFICE MEMORANDtJM . I3NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO i DIRECTOR, FBI (100-^3-68) DATE: 12/10/59 

FROM ? SAC, NEW YORK (100-128817) 

SUBJECT: eP, USA MEMBERSHIP 
NY DISTRICT 
IS - C 

ReNYlet, 10/9/59, 

AS of 12A/59* over-^all statistics relative 
to active cptr-merobers in the NY Division are as follows? 

(1) Estimated number of CP members 1917 



2-Burea-a (10043-68) (rm) 
1-NY 100-26603 (NY STATE CP)(4l6) 
l-NY 100-266O3-C«^fi- . «0fe) 1 421 ) 
1-^NY 100-26603-c4l (QUEENS) (^23) 
1-NY 100-26603-0^2 (NEW YORK) (^24) 
1-^NY 100-26603-C42 (NEW YORKjl^fiS-Jv^- / 
1-I^TY 10O-26603-Cif3 (KINGS) (422) 
1-NY 100-26603-c44 (WESTCHESTER) (4l4) 
1-NY 100-26603-C45 (NASSAU) (4l4) 
1-NY 100«26603-C39 ^RICHMOND) (4l4) 
1-NY 100-132430 (INDUSTRIAL DIVISION) (42) 
(P^Y 1'0O-8O$S'8 (efdiA,* Membership) (415) 
1-New York (100-1288l7)(4l6) 

:j?eB:mau .- 
(15) ■'■" 



/irridV^Z^^/ 



tE^iI^CHED.-. 
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(2) Number of metn'bers identified since 

last progress letter, 88 

(3) Number of members identified to date^ 853 

(4) Number tentatively Identified as ' 18 
CP members . since last progress letter-, 

(5) Number tentatively identified as 60 
CP members to date. 

Statistics for each of the major Party 
breakdowns in this area are as follows: 

("P" represents positive identification, "0?' 
represents tentative identifications,) 

(On IQ /27/RQ . I I made available a 
list attached to a form memorandum to be used to advise 
the sub-districts of the NY State CP of the number of 
State Convention delegates to which they were entitled 
on the basis of paid-iap membership (dues turned into the 
State between October 1, I958 and November, 1 959) « From 
an analysis of this material from | | It is 
believed that the figures listed below in column "Paid-up 
Members as of 9/23/59^' represent the paid-up dues members as 
of 9/23/59.) 
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New Deletions 
Orga- Total Since and 
nizax 10/1/59 10/1/59 Transfers 
tion p/t p/t P/T 



Bronx 178/16 13/3 
county 

Kings 13Vl^ Wo 
county 

Queens IO9/9 7/9 
County 

Richmond 
County«-7/0 O/O 

NY 2.23/0 28/0 
county 



-8Al 

3/0 

0/0 

-2/0 
-14/0 



Esti- 
mated Paid-up 
Net Total Current Members 
Change 12/1/59 Member- As of 
p/t p/t ship 9 /23/39 



■ P^l PW lW|««l 



5/2 183/18 255 



7/9 ,116/18 127 



250 



21/0 155/1^ 3X9 227 



80 



-2/0 5/0 

14/0 237/0 511 ^55 



Nassau 
county 14/3 


2/0 


0/-2 


2/-2 


16/1 


67 


58 


west- 11/0 

Chester 

County 


2/0 


-2/0 


0/0 


11/0 


3a 


11 


Indus- 120/4 
trial 


18/6 


/ -8/-1 


10/5 


130/9 


600 


484 



Totals 796/46 88A8 -31/-4 57/14 853/6O 1917 I565 

* Richmond County is considered by CP as a section of 
NY County, 



" ■% " 
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The basis f 01* the Estimated Curretit Membership is 
set forth below. 



On 11/16/59 J I estimated that approximately 



255 CP members had registere d In the B ronx County CP sinoe b7D 
January, I959. According to I ~l as of llA3-lV59, 
there were only I80 members of the Bronx County cP who were 
completely paid up in their dues through October, 1959. 

On 11/16/59, 1 I and on 11/18/59, 1 1 
advised that it was announced at the Kings County CP 
convention, 11/13-1V59, that the total membership in 
Brooklyn, NY (Kings County) is 306. 



b7D 



On 11/27 Aq . 1 1 e st imated the CP membership 
in Queens County as being 120 - I30 members. 

No estimate has been furnished for the Richmond 
county CP membership. It may be noted that Richmond county 
is regarded by the cP as a section of NY County CP, 

On 11/1 V59, NY 2720-S* advised that 700 was 
the estimated ctirrent membership of the Industrial 
Division CP. This information was fvirnisbed to the 
informant at the Industrial Division CP Convention on 11/14/59. 



b7D 



, , on 11/17/59, f iJrnished a listing, 

respectively, of Dues, Membership, Delegates and Alternates, for b7D 

various counties. This list set forth Membership as follows; 

Manhattan (NY County) 52I 

Brooklyn (Kings) 253 

Brocks'. 298 

Queens 85 

Industry 586 

Nassau 53 

Westchester 38 

(Total) ITBBT" 

- 4 - 
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Altbough the above list is undated, it is assumed 
to b6 reasonably recent since it apparently pertains to 
delegates to the current CP" convention. 

On 11/23/59, NY 2358~S* advised that at a meeting 
of the state Board, CP, on 11/23/59, WILLIAM ALBERTSON, 
CP, USA, NYD, Executive Secretary, reported on organization, 
ALBERTSON stated that " our membership is 2,010 members," 
(This, figure would include upstate areas notJ covered by the 
NYOo) At this time, ALBERTSON also stated that using the 
1955 -. 1958 .registration figxices, the NYCP had lost 73^ 
of its membership dijring that period,. He listed the 
following figures in regard to registration (apparently 
based on the I95Q total ^registration) s 

Bronx 91^, Kings 109^, Queens 77^ j New York 84^^ 
Nassau 6l^, Industrial 7^, 

Utilizing the above percentages with the I958 
registration figures, the following results are obtained: 



Bronx 91$^ of 270 

Kings 109^ of 292 

Queens 77^ of I50 

New York Qkfo of 566 

Nassau 61^ of 100 

Industrial 74^ of 860 



245.7 
318.2 

115.5 
475.4 

61 
636.4 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: SAC, NEW YORK (lOO-26603-C19l8) (421) DATE^OZ /ll/5 



FROM: 



SA JOHN A. HAAG (4l) 



SUBJECT: BRONX COUNTY CP 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
IS - C 



1 - NY 100-122217 
1 - NY 100-130199 
1 - NY 100-55159 
1 - NY 100- 

100-102654 

100-134953 
100^02950 

lOOr.71200 
IOO-I22216 

100-135098 
100-83781 
100-16785 
100-128804 



at meeting of 



1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 

i^- NY 
^' NY 

;f J AH: on 
'vl (17) 




SW Bronx Club,ll/l7? 



b6 

b7C 
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JIM JACKSON) (415) ^f,^r^ 

CP^USA Youth Matters, NYD) (416) 
100-128815 (CP,USA Negro Question, NYC) (416) 
100-80638 (CP,USA Membership) (415) 
IOO-26603-CI9I8 (421) 




[searched 



• 


• 




NY IOO-26603-CI918 






Identity of Source 


1 1 who has fiirni.shed 
reliably Information In the 
past (conceal) 


Description of info 


Meeting of SW Bronx Club, 
Jl/17/59. at Apt.2B, 1320 
Grant Avenue, Bronx, NY 


b7D 


Date received 


12/1/59 




Received by 


SA JOHN A. HAAG (written) 




Original location 


1 1 


A copy of informant^ 

J 


-.JL 

s written report follows: 


■ ^2- 







NY 100-26603-01918 



Nov. 22/59 



Those who attended the G^P^ club meeting of 
Nov. 17/59 at t]ie apt, Qt\ _L 



] husband sat in on 



the meeting but did not tak_ any part in it. 

The ap:enda"Report on t he County convent ion by 

I _ 1 I I also 

had a report but aftefl^ 



I g^ve ger report she said 
had covered it so well that she savj no reason to 



say anything else* 



were|^ 



At thft pomrpntlnn t;hf=> rlp1 1 g'pit.pn nhrjsen were 

Alternates 



] made it plain that 



he 

b7C 
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the deli^gates and alternates are elected by the Section 
committee at sectioxmeeting^. j | said that t^h$ big 
job and most important of all is the struggle for peace. 
That KHRUSHCHEV* s visit had broken down the cold war 
carrier so that we will be able to work v/ith all people 
on all fronts^ iKitil vie have one solid front for peace. 

The Youth question is vital. That juvenile 
delinquency was nothing more than youth ^s revolt, against 
bad conditions^ poverty^ and the feeling that they are 
potential war materia;L, That it is important to get 
to the young people and build up a youth vangard of youth 
in the C.P,. to work for peace, "^ 

Speaking of the Bronx^ She said that the Negro 
population of the Bronx had increased in the last year. 
That the largest population group in the Bronx was th^ 
Jews, With all of the problems of the people of all 
nationalities in the Bronx and the problems of discrimination 
in housing and schools_there is no reason for lack 
of work to dp in the i960 elections. The club members 
must find their way to these people with the peace program - 
work with Negro - Puerto Ricans and in any organisation 
where people meet to thrash out their pj^oblems* The C^P, 
wants the clubs built up x^rith closer contact with the 
State and County. 
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I I said that JIM JACKSON has given a fine 
report on the C.Po building among youth •« That he said we 
must improve out relationship with the youth and keep be 

in daily contact with them* That isolation for the b7c 

young is desjbructable* We need to have more responsibility 
for the Civli Liberties • Here she proposed that a telegram 
be s ent-or a nigh t letter-to the Governor a sking hi m to 
keep I I here* It was desided ^hat I I would 
send the telegram pr night letter'^f rom a telephone booth* 
She would write it out and add all the club members 
names to it* 



bb 



I I said that the County had alre£(,dy set up a 
few commissions on mass work. Each section is to bring in hic 
new members or try to bring back old ones who have dropped out 
and they are wanted before the convention. (State-or National)^ 
Watch for indications of left leanings an3" give these people 
the Worker and talk about peace to them. Speak openly where 
possible. Pay more attention to individual comrades and 
help them find their nitvch in C.P, work* Work especially 
hard among the Negroes and Puerto Ricans as we now' have too 
many all white clubs • 



I I from notes she had made _- That in the 
Bronx there are very few rich people. Most of the Bronxites 
are working people with many problems. 

We can find much to do in the tenants council. 
Help organize special cliniQ for tenants. Work on the school 
problem of segregation and raise other aspects for new laws 
for the protection of tenants. Work with SCAD in the 
effort to break down secregation in hiring. She pointed 
out that through SCAD 9 stores in' Fordam and Sear? had .hired 
Negroes J in "front" jobs. 

Work to run C^p. candidate in the Bronx^ TJier$ 
is a vacancy for Congressman. The Liberal Party had 51^000 
votes in the primaries. We want to be able to run a known 
communist candidate. 

The Party will set up a f oriom to speak on the 
C^P. openly in the Bronx. We want to bring the people face 
to face with the G»P, 

-.4t 
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We must have an educational director and 
fif^nnTui^^ ?rf^* ^°^k^^s are sold daily in the Bronx. 
(1600) When xt is possible to do so watch and see who ~ 
buys these papers and talk to the readers. 

4-H^ n ^ '^l ^^?? resolution (see P. A.) was accepted by 
the County Copnittee inembers_^ (Voted on)_ v v ^ uy 

The Q P, age level - 90^ are over 45 years old 
Many as old as 60 to 70. Average length of time^^ln the C.'p 
15 years or more. Very few have come in in the past 10 *- 
ScJn; /I ^' ^^^' ^^f "^- ^^^^^ i^ 1 Italian. a'^pSerto 
nS men?Sd)!''^ Negro-2 youth- (MYRON an^ MATTIE) (only 

The State Convention expects at least 100 youth 
^d^'chicfgr.--!-^''''^^^^^^ ^""^^^ ^^"""^^ "'' Philadelphia 

^„ . , ^ L 1 1 wmtftd t-.n h ave a vote on the merging 

tLre'bSt'^^O- .. ^ Objected as there werf - so few 
there but EDITH gave the argument that all members are 
never at one meeting and if they wait until they ar6 all 
to^merS tS/^^\^^^^?.^^^ ^^^ ^^^"^'ect finished! ^?hey voted 
a?e acfLtel Shenl ^ ^"^ ^^' aofii^n ted as most all tl^lnis 
^1.^ °£®5^®^ ^^!PL^^ I expresses the desire to 
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have It done. She always says that "they" want this done. 



ri™^ ^1 . . , Tner hair is firey red. Evidently 
^rnt\i^^K^^^^^ ^"^ the back. Lots of make-up. EySs 
look blapk. No glasses. She said she was a secretary for 
L?^ iSr,rA„i?°?-M al^out a Negro girl who works with her and 
said she would like to bring her to a meeting. She said 
the Negro girl was "up on things" and understood the 
ISPortance of CHRUSHCHEVs visit and showed l2?? leLlngs 
?n?/S^^?S had ever actually spoken about the C.p! I ^ I 
a J P membJ^ ^\il ^""^^^ Possible that the girl is*al?iid^ 
a G.p , p ember She said they would check to find out. But 
L—— — I IS not to bring her to a meet ing. In stead she is 
^^■f^It i^"" *^^"Ss to read and wait. I I spoke uo aid 
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• I'-Zr 1^®^ T^^a-ngs to read and wait. ^ spoke uo and 
said that we had to be very carefuli is the F b I ?s Sndin^ 

r'^JSor^hrSf ^^^ ^f en found out.' She mantiined a f^^ 
I I from the west coast who had been a spy. 



The next meeting will be in I I ant 

Nov. 1st. Plans for a party (Fund dri JeJ in I ^ hoi 

has been posponed. I 1 ^°^ 

T5jr 



home 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
50I»:!-104-02 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



• DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 



date: 12/18/59 



FROM 



'■ SAC, ALBANY (100-18106) 



subject: (.p^ us^ 

17TH- NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS-C 



,b7D. 



attended the Saturday and Sunday Jress ions 

of. the 17th National convention held at the Hotel' Theresa on 
12/12 and I2/13/59. He reported the proceedings to ."^ft 
ROBERT E. MARGISON on 12/15/59, his report filed 
Informant is reliable i 
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Bureau (100-3) 
.New York 

Yoric 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 



ew 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 



RM) 
lOO-80641-Sl© B)(RM) 
100-80638) (CP, USA, MEMBERSHIP) (RM') 
100-BETTY G ANNETT) (RM) ^ 

100-103907) 1 I (RM) 

100-WOMEN ' S MATTERS )(RM) 
100-84275) (BILL PATTERSON) (RM) 
97-169) (FREEDOM OF THE PRESS )(RM) 
:iOO-JACK STACHEL)(RM) 
100-129629) (BILL AIBERTSON)tRM) 
100-80644) (YOUTH MATTERS )(RM; 
100-PUNDS)CmL 
100-64074 
100-23825 
lOO-GUS HAf.T,URM^ 
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1 )(rm) 

(BEN DAVIS, JR.j(RM) 



100- 

ioo-i0454)L 



D(rm; 



Buffalo 
Chicago 
Chicago 

Detroit ^ . 

Newark (lOO-PAT T00HEY)(RM) 
Philadelphia (100-THOMAS NABRIED)(RM) 
San Francisco (100-ARCHIE BROWN) (RM) 
San T?rannlRnn r] ^O-.TTTflMTrpa^ LNU) (RM) 



100-GERALDINE LIGHTF00T)(RM) 
100 -JAMES WESTURM ^ 
100- 1 f)(RM) 



(RM) 



.vp 
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i - Albany (IOO-IBIO6) 
REM: pa b 
(30) 
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b6 

Informant stated that the Saturday- Session b7c 

got underway at about 10:30 AM with i I in 

the Chair 4 

Ha stated that a report on membership was given 
and that the best estimate of actual registered members was 
6^000. The speaker indicated that the inactive and 
non-registered individuals who were considered members 
would place the current estimated GP membership throughout 
the country at 10^000. 

The first speaker from the floor was BETTY GANNETT^ 
who spoke to the effect that we must popularize socialism 
and educate the masses so that they can see that their 
immediate need is socialism. She stated that the only 
salvation for the masses is to overthrow the capitalist system 
and turn toward socialismo 



I I from Detroit followed^ stating that a 

new form of leadership for the CP is being considered. He 
suggested that each CP area have a Council to be composed of 
the Club Chairmen within the area and the members of the 
CP State Committee belonging to the Clubs in the area. This 
Council would be designed to influence self-leadership, 
to make policy and carry it out in line with the State and 
National line. 
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I I from Buffalo followed, noting that 

a new kind of unity existed in the Party this year and that b7c 
this has been most evident in all of the conventions in 
which he has participated o He said that 10,000 people were 
protesting the Increased taxes in the Buffalo area; that, 
the Negroes had marched on Buffalo's City Hall on the housing 
situation; that the comrades must build up the party; and 
that there are study groups being held currently in Buffalo 
on Marxism-Leninism. He presented a resolution concerning 
the necessity for building the party and advocating a 
recruiting drive and the Convention adopted his resolution. 

GERALDINE LIGHTPOOT of Chicago spoke next. 
Stating that she had joined a mass women ^s organization in 
Chicago and had received a warm welcome even though she was 
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publicly known as a Coniniunist, She said that the club 
members respected Communism and that. she hoped, to recruit 
through her mass base, 

TOM NABRIED from Eastern Pennsylvania announced 
that the Party in Philadelphia had gotten together with 
outside forces and had elected a Negro as a 7ioe president 
into a previously all-white union leadership, 

b6 

I I followed . reading a letter from a hic 

political scienoe group at Columbia college in New York City 
requesting the CP to set a date for a Party official to 
debate the question with college students as to whether the 
CP has a place in the United States a 

JUANITA from the Waso Coast followed with a 
resolution on women and their work;, both in and out of 
the party. She noted that the lowest wages were paid to 
Negro^ Puerto Rican and Mexican workers .and that their 
housing was very poor* She presented a resolution which 
was adopted that the National create a Women's Commission. 



I I followed with a talk on the Woman 

Question arid C:^iticized the New York State organization for 
lagging in this field • 

BILL PATTERSON followed and gave a rep'ort on "The 
worker" and proposed the creation of a Mid-West edition. He 
stated that "The Worker" needs 110^000.00 immediately and 
that the goal of $75^000,00 has not been reached. He 
advocated starting a new drive in January and stated that the 
^ party must have press committees in all sections of the 
country. 

JACK STACHEL proposed that the "Daily Worker" 
be re-established by I96O. He characterized the paper as a 
"must, without which the Party cannot s'urvlve." Readers 
must be increased to 20,000 or 25,000o He sees a grea^t 
future for the party and stated that it has become more* 
united with each convention. The issues facing the CP have 
become more clear. 

The afternoon session started with GERALDINE 
LIGHTPOOT in the Chair. 



- 3 - 



b6 
b7C 



AL 100-18106 



BILL ALBERTSON presented a report on behalf 
of the Youth Committee, noting that American youth is on 
the upsurge and that Party youth is increasing at a 
terrific rate. He wants youth represented on all Party 
committees, wants a -Youth Committee created and he wants 
the party to organize Marxist -Leninist groups for youth 
who are not in the partyc 



The Sunday morning session convened with 
as Chairman. 
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session. 



NAT ROSENBLUTH chaired the Sunday afternoon 



A financial re-port was presented by a representative 
of an Auditing Committee in which it v/as stated that in 1957 " 
the CP had a total income of $176^000.00 and wound up 
$l,8il4.00 in the hole; the 1958 income was $133,832. and 
there was a plus balance of |2,471«00 at the end of 1958; 
the report for the first nine months of 1959 reflected that 
$92,812.00 had been taken in and there was a plus balance 
of $2,489.00, although there were liabilities outstanding 
of $11,000.00. 

JUAN SANTOS RIVIERA, the President of the 
Communist party of Puerto Rico, then addressed the Convention 
noting that he had been invited but that, although he accepted 
the invitation by telegram, he had not been met at the airport, 
Consequently, he took a taxi to his sister's home in New York 
and, when alighting, "was struck by a car and hospitalized 
for two days. He read a statement from 'the CP of Puerto Rico 
in Spanish and JESUS COLON translated it into English. The 
report greeted the American CP and promised solidarity with 
it. 

PAT TOOHEY made a speech of welcome to RIVIERA, 
noting that Puerto Rico was fighting for its independence, 
that the CP of Puerto Rico was doing great work in this 
regard, and the CP, USA, was behind it. 

TOOHEY then presented RIVIERA with a bouquet 
of flowers, left over from yesterday's Convention, as a gift 
from the' Garment Workers in New York. RIVIERA burst into 
tears at this startling presentation. 
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The informant noted that BEN DAVIS, ARCHIE BROWN 
and GUS HALL shared the platform with RIVIERA, COLON and 
TOOHEY* 

The remainder of the afternoon on Sunday was 
devoted to the selection of nominees for the National 
Committee, This has been reported in detail in separate 
communication. 

Informant noted that the Convention Hall was 
ringed with various banners proclaiming the following 
objectives: 

"FOR THE THIRTY HOUR WEEK" 

"FOR A DAILY WORKER IN I96O'' 

"PULL EQUALITY FOR NEGRO EQUALITY" 

"BUILD THE CP — THE PARTY OF SOCIALISM" 

"BUILD CIRCULATION OP THE, WORKER" 

"FOR DISARMAMENT, PEACE AND CO-EXISTENCE" 

"AMNESTY FOR GREEN, WINSTON AND THOMPSON" 

"SUPPORT YOUR NAACP" 

"hjpw vo-pk- nffinp requested to forward oopy for 
file to appropriate office. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603) 



DATE: 12/22/59 



FROM: 



SA 



(#416) 



SUBJECT: CF, USA - NYD 
IS-C 



1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 -. NY- 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 r- NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 -r NY 
1 t NY 
1 -. NY 
1 ~ NY 
1 -r NY 
1 - NY 
1 -. NY 
1 T NY 
1 •* NY 
1 - NY 
1 -. NY 
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1 - NY 
1 - NY 

kMt M 
COPIES 



100-125874 

100-114066 

100-50842 

100-16021 

100-95550 

100-54555 

100-67234 

100-134884 

100-110510 

100-136394 

100-133542 

100-73561 

100-62955 
100-43414 
105-24891 
100^82863 
100-228 

100-57965 
106-111666 

100-79025 

100-^129758 

100^117546 

100-62847 

100-68063 

100-66715 

100-23825'; 

100-64187' 

100^82206 

100^133660 

100-82206 

100-8033 

coiiritroED OH 



1 (424) 
:424) 

) (424) 

ARNOLD JOHNSON) (415) 
PftUT., ROBESON. JR.) (421) 
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(BEN DAVIS). C41fc>). 
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NY lOQ-26603 " (4l6) 



EMA:inml 
(54) 




NY 100-26603 



Identity of- Source: 

Description of Info: 

Date Received 2 
Received by: 

Original Location:c- 



] who has furnished 



reliable info in past 
(conceal) 

CPUSA - NY COUNTY CONVENTION,- 
Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Ave., 
NYC, 11/20,21,22/59 

11/25/59 



SA [ 



(oral) 



[ 
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Info received from informant, as reflected above,, 
was received on a magnetic tape on 11/25/59 • I* was 
trapsci;'ibed on 12/1/59 bv MARGARET M. LYONS and was corrected. 
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initialed and signed by[ 



on 12/4/59. 



A copy of informant's oral report follows: 



COPIES CONTINUE D 

1 - NY 100-18065 
1 ^ NY 100-88013 
1 - NY 100^ 



1 r NY iOO-98523 
1 - NY IOO-TI696 
1 - NY 100- 

1 - NY 100-133510 
1 - NY 100- 



1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 

1 - NY 
1 ^ NY 
,- NY 
K NY 
- NY 
1 - NY 
1 ^ -NY 
1 T NY 



100-137939 

100-135728 

100-67995 

100-86066 

100-9369 

100-A4Z8I 

IOO-80S38 

100-4931 

100-26603 

100-t128804 

100-133594 

100^89691 



(JACK STACHBL) (4l5 ) , , _ 
I — I (424) 

(ANN LNU, W, 2b, 5 '7% 130 lbs», ch^ipman, 
Chelsea CP clvib, seen at NY County/co nventlQP 

I (424) b6 



_Q£l£ 



l_naflsibly [ 



IBibly I 
r (424^- 



ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) (415) 

ANI TA LNU, see n at NY County CP Convention, 

r>erl ' I (4l2) 
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] (^1) 



(EST HER U^I'D,, seen at NY County CP Cnnventionj 



Per[ 




1(412) 
)00) (425) 




, ur , Ub A, -^ , imiiib ERSHIP j (415) 
CP^USA) (4151 ,,,,^, 

CP,USA rr NYD) (416) ^ ,,.,^N 

i'Cp!uSA - YOUTH MATTERS, NYP) (4l6) 

'FSSj (41) 

(CP,USA - DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) (4l5) 

■ ' - 2 T 



November 22, 1959 



Time: 
Place: 

Event : 

Attendances 

Idlentifiecli 



8:00 Pom. 

Friday, November 20, 1959 

Adelphl Hall, 
74 Fifth Aventie 
Nevj York City 

CP County Convention 
Approximateljr 75 



Pa^ul Robeson, Jr. 
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Kbe linger 



Philip LNU, N egro, male, about 45 



Arthur LNU, Washington Heights Section Organizer, 
member of the County, United States 
Navy, tattoo right arm -r ipltials 
USN 
^une Lm^ V7hite, female, 60, 5*3"^ v^ite hair^ 
involved with Jewish women's clubs 
as mass organisational worker 
Donna LNU, white, female, 57, 5^1*^ 105 poinds, 
blac^ hair. County Committee 

I I 

Mildred LNU, Negro, female, 4o, 5'7"> horse 

voice, 210 pounds, haia? on face, 
Hai;*lem Club 
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Jose LNU, white, male, 35, 5'5'S 1^0 pounds, 

Spanish accent be 

I * 1 b7C 

Leon LNU, Harlem Septlon, Negrc^ male, 

45, 5 '8", light skin 
Clara M., white, female, 50, 5 '6", 

worked in CP activities, 

Miami, Florida, eight years 
Ann LNU, chairman, Chelsea CP Club, 

white, female, 28, 5 '7", 13° pounds^ 

somexirhat pretty 
Shevra LNU, white, female, 55, mannish looking, 

5 '3", 145 pounds 

The keynote speaker was I „ I She spoke 
on all phases of Party activity. This included some remarks ^g 
on the Party, capitalism, the Negro question, the resolutions b7c 
■of the Draft Resolution Committee. She gave a picture of the 
genera,l atmosphere of current times both negative a nd positive. 
Some of the resolutions discussed by I I were labor 

policy and relationship of Party fprces, an evaluation of the 
work being done in New York County, the Governorship of 
Rockefeller and his vast holdings -^ere stated in detail giving 
statistics. 

The outline of the evening was first the election 
of Secretary, the election of standing committees which included 
a presiding committee, a resolutions committee. 

Discussion then opened in a general way with most 
people stating how trappy they were that the j?evislonists had 
pot taken over or destroyed the Party. 

Jose LNU told about hfe transfer from Lower Harlem 
to Upper Harlem and his fight with the ultrar-leftists and 
revisionists. He said they called on the Party foj? leadership 
and it never came." The program for the next two days, Saturday 
and Sunday, was given. 
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• 

Saturday program is: 


• 






Ten-to-ten 


Mornine session beeins: 


be 

b7C 




Resume discussion onl 1 
1 1 keynote talk^ housing 
commiEd.on report; speech by 
Elizabeth Qurley Plynn; 




Lunch at 1:00 p.m. 








Come back at 2:00 p. 


m. Organizational report - Ben 
Davis will give a short talk; 

Parent's work discussion rest 
of the day until 6:00 p.m. 






Sunday: 








Meeting starts at 
Ten-to-ten 


• - 






10:00 to 11:00 


Resolutions Committee; 
Discussion and adoption of 
resolutions; 






Break for lunch - 
1:00 to 2:00 








2;00 p.m. 


Recommendations to County 
Leadership Committee 






4;00 p.m. 


Elections until 5:00 p.m. 






- 


5 - 





The delegations to the State Convention are 
as follows; 

39 for Manhattan County :, foiir are already held 

by National Committee delegates, and so that leaves 

353 one delegate allowed for each fifteen merabers* 

The Harlem and Youth Sections will be entitled 
to two delegates. 



Saturday 

Time: 10 a.m,, November 21, 1959 

Blace: Adelphi Hall^ 

7^ Fifth Avenue;, 
New York Cfty 

Event: Second day of New York County Convention 

Attendances In the mornSag session ^ 60; 

afternoon - 75 

Identified: 
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Arnold Johnson 
Paul Robeson^ Jr, 



Abe linger 

Philip LNUj Negro, male, 45 



-. 6 ^ 
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Arthur LNU, USN tattoo right arm. Section 
Organizer Washington Height s> 
three months 

tTianf^ TfNTT. mass org ^v/or^ Jewish women ^s organ JL2;a,t;i6nal 

Mildred LNU, Negro, female, 190^210 pounds 
Jose LNU, white, male, 35j 5^5*S 1^0 pounds, 
STLanish accent 



. b6 

Leon LMJ, Harlem, Negro, male, 45, light skin, 5^o" b7c 
Jim LNU, County Education Director, 35> 5'7*^ 
mustache, l40-l45 pounds 

Clara M., white, female, 50, 5 '6** 
Donn^. LWTT 

Ann JjNTJ, Chelsea, white, female, 28, 130 pounds, 

somewhat pretty 
Art, Lower East Side, Negro, male, 30, wisp of 

heard. Faculty of Social Science and 

YSA Parties 
Jack Stachel 
Sophie LNU 
Rita LNU 

Ell,2abeth Gurley Flynn 
Anita LOT 
Regina LNU 

One of the first speakers was June LNU of the 
County Committee. She spoke on Jewish question* She said 
Jews are not middle class as many of them tend to think but 
are v/orkers subo'ect to the same pressures as all workers are. 
Jack Stachel said the* Party must be united from within* He 
said peace is essential above all else and we must not give 
up the fight for p^ace" as suggested by Abe Unger the preceding 
evening, who in Uis speech S9i,d that peace i^ad been won* 
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Jack Stachel then spoke. He said he was a member 
of the YCL about 35 years ago. He took exception to Oakley 
Johnsonb speech of the preceding evening where Mr. Oakley 
.Johnson compared the Soviet Union with the United States 
and showed how in every way the Soviet Union was better. 
Jack Stachel said that there are many good things about the 
United States, the steel workers for one and Winston and ^reen 
and the hospital strikers. 

Donna LNU of the County Committee, talked abouf 
the peace commission. She said peace work should go on 
among youth- that a resolution in support of disarmament 
proposal to' be sent to president Eisenhower 5 that we shoxild 
campaign for permanent/%?Pnuclear tssts. Agencies should be 
set up to protect people from radiation^ an educational 
campaign should be set up on disarmament using Krushchev's 
pamphlet and there must be increased work in peace organizations. 

Art LNU gave a speech about the section in 
Washington Heights. He said his club is supporting the Faculty 
of Social Science. He cited the need for attendance counsel. 
He told of the possibility of the committee to combat 
prejudice starting up in his a?ea and he said that revisionism 
must not^-be tolerated at all. 

I I p;ave a report on the housing commi^on. 

He said failure to build low cost housing created a problem. 
He cited discrimination as a factor in housing. Dlscriminat;Lon 
of poor people for luxury housing and he said a morltorium 
should be declared on all housing except that for low cost 
housing. 

Jim INU gave a speech and one of his points was 
that Negro women were lacking in the Party. 
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Elizabeth Gurley Plynn gave a speech and stated 
that there was no two-way traffic between leadership and 
rank and file. She noted that many times the rank and 
file show too much deference to leadership and especially 
in New York. She is never invited to section functions 
and the like. 

Leon in Harlem talked about his section on the 
Negro Draft Resolution. They consider the draft resolution 
inadequate and said there should be a Negro labor alliance 
and coordinating of Negro organisations. He said the world 
opinion is against racism in the United States. He claimed 
-the NMCP is not representative of the Negro people. The 
draft resolution, said Leon, does not deal with reality. He 
said Negro people should not be in the lead but yfhite people 
■should do that task. He said that the draft resolution tells 
of a change in the psychological conditions in the country. 
Actually it is not psychological conditions that have changed 
but the tactical situation. 
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then spoke of world proletarianism. 

He said that competition created by the Soviet Union will 
also aid the American worker. 

b6 

At the afternoon session ' ' gave the 1=7 

County Organizational report. She gave statistics on various 
aspects of the County. Ruth said that there were nine sectipns 
and five special sections, a total of fourteen, youth being 
considered a special section, for example, and the total of 
35 clubs in the county. 

Ann LNU of Chelsea spoke on youth problems. She 
spoke out against the formation of you-oh organizations at 
this moment. She spoke of her activities in the LYL. 

Esther LNU of Manhattan County gave a talk on 
schools. 
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Time: 9:50 a.in.> Sunday , November 22 

Place: Adelphi Hall^ 

7^ Fifth Avenue 

Event: Third day of Manhattan County Convention 

Attendance: Approximately 6o 

Identified were: 

June LNU 

(¥-^-•32) 
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Clara M, 

Reglqa LNU;, press director; Upper West Side 

Myra LNU, Lowei;' East Side 

Ethel, from the Lower East Side, white, female, 

40, 5'3'S 175 pounds, ugly 
Ann of Chelsea 
Art, Lower East Side, Negro, male, 30* wisp of beard, 

Faculty of Social Science, seen at 

YSA parties. 



Arnold Johnson 

Donna LNU 

Artie, Washington Heights, USN tattoo 

Ted of Harlem 

Leon LNU, Harlem 

Shevra LNU of Loxfer East Side 

Afoe Unscer 

Elizabeth LNU, ..white, female, 60, about 170 pounds, 

white hair, Un-Aflierican Activ4.ties ■ 

Committee witness 
Jack Stachel 
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Sonhie 


LNU 




Millie 


LNU 
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Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 

Anita LNU 

Rita LNU 

Clara from Lower East Side 

The first resolvition, the jist of which, is that 
-the central task of the National Committee should be a P^of jam 
of peace. The American people must be educatea xn the devices 
used by the bourgeoisie to dominate. They should struggle 
against imperialism in Latin America, an open door to Chm^, 
and trade X'ri.th all Socialist countries. 

Clara M. at this point made an impassioned spfeech. 
She said that these things should be spelled out j how the 
Americans supported Batista, the crimes, the overthrow o:^ 
the Guatamala Regime, Peron-. 

Abe Unger then gave a resolution on the legality 
of the Party. He said that the Party should function openly 
and actively; that the functionaries should engage in open 
activities; that the rank and file should engage m open 
activities; that the Landrum-Griffin Bill must be fought; 
that challenge all laws that are ant i -Party; that 
Congressional hearings should be used as a platform from which 
to fight those who want to make the Party illegal and that 
there should be repeal of all unions' constitutions 
discriminating against Communists. He also stated and cj^ated 
quite a hassle by stating that the Fifth Amendment should not 
be used when going before the Un-American Activities Committee 
but rather the First Amendnient in an effort to xight jne 
stigma of illegality. However, this created^quite a ^^^f}-^ 
on the floor from the rank and file, who claimed the Fifth 
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Amendment was their only protection; that people have gone 
to jail when they used the First Amendment. Abe was asked 
to make up another resolution which he did. This came "before 
the rank and file and the convention during the afternoon 
in a watered down version stating that the Fifth Amendment 
could be used by the rank and file in an effort to save oft 
3ail but that the First Arfliendment would be more preferable. 

A special resolution added to those previous was 
|;hat the FBI harassment of members should cease. 

There were other resolutions on the Negro question 
-and youth, both of which were previously mentioned on the 
last two days and were nothing but rehashes of these two 
.resolutions. Then came the voting for the new County 
Committee . 

County Committee remains the same as previous 
with the exception of a n^w member, Clara M. ; also Chelsea 
has been invited to send a member to Staten Island; youth has ^^ 
also been invited to send a member. b7c 

b7D 

Elections for the State Committee were then held, 
39 members, nine alternates were chosen as delegates to the 
State Convention. 

The County Convention then ended promptly at 
6:00 p.m. 

.... 4fe * * -X- * * 

I ~l orally advised SA I ~l on 

12/10/59, that A NN LNU from Che lsea who is referred to in the 
above reports is I I 
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Dl C LAS SI F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY D I RIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 

DATE 02-16-ZOlZ 



OFFICE MEMORANDU 



TO t 

FROM I 
SUBJECT; 



-COl 



DIRECTOR, FBI (10 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-33741? 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
'^^^- ^^^i^ DATE I /^-cP^'-df 




,COiNP 




COMMUNIST PARTY, 
- ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



USA 



mMj 



t 



] who has furnished reliab le information i n the 



in 1 
Jof 



past J on December 14j, 1959, orally advised SA| 

information pertaining to the Communist Party, USA (CP) 17th National 
Convent ion, which was held at the Theresa Hotel, 125th and 7th Avenues j, 
New York City» 
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CQi^^miMi This oral information w as written up in narrative report 
form and subsequently returned to I I for his approval and 
signature. Th^ signed original narrative report is located in 



? 



CTKPj^TiAii I I on December 14, 1959, made copies of all documents 
set forth on pages 2=3 of the attached report available for photo- 1=7 d 
stating. A photostat copy of these dociiments will be retained in the 
Chicago Office. The information contained in these documents has not 
been set forth in this report because of the length of these documents. 

COWral^PI^ A request has been made by separate communication to the 
New York Office requesting that copies of photographs of persons 
believed to have been in attendance at the 17th National Convention be 
made available to Chicago informants who attended this Convention. b7D 
When these photographs are available, they will be e3chibited to 
I I as he indicated there were many people in attendance at the 
CP,USA National Convention whom he could not identify by name. 
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(AAHA) 



100-29303 (Chicago Northern District Association of Colored 
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K^^Liln addition to the copies set forth above, additional copies 
will be maintained in the Chicago Office pending receipt of phatographs 
of individuals who attended the CP<,USA Nat ional Convention for identifi- 
cation purposes, #fe such time as I [ identifies these photographs 
and indicates from the photographic identification who the various ^'~'^ 
speakers were at the Convention in those cases where only a first name 
was given^ proper notation will be made in the reports and copies of 
this report will be forwai^ded to the appropriate Offices. 
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ADDENDUM mBm^TlMs 

OBSgffi^ruUfr It is to be noted that I I arrived at the 
CP-USA7^ National Convention late on the afternoon of December 
10, 1959, along with several other. people in his delegation* ^^^ 
This time was immediately prior to the adjouriment of the 
Convention for dinner on December 10 , 1959 o For that reason 
he was unable to report on th at which wa s taken up at the 
Convention on the first day » I I was - also a member of 
the ComSiittee on the Negro Question and missed some portions 
of the Plenary Session of the Convention on the morning of 
December 11, 1959, 

^i^^^miMi Arrangements for the departure of I [ group 
oF delegates was hge^ndled by GERALDYNELIGHTPOOT and she had set ' 
an original, departure time of approxi mately 6-00 PM onDecember ^70 



13, 1959 o For this reason \ H was unable to report on 



the last portion of the final day*s session of the CP National 
Conventiono 
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December 14, 1959 
Chicago, Illinois 



<tOS^®#.riii&The 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, USA 
(CP) was held on December 10-13, 1959, in the Theresa Hotel, 
125th and 7th Avenues, New York City, There were more than 175 
people in attendance at the plenary sessions of the Convention 
including delegates, alternates, fraternal delegates, visitors 
and guests. 




jayiAIijjiljg following persons were among those in attendance 
at' this Convention as delegates or alternates. Because of the 
great number of persons in attendance, it cannot be said that these 
attended every session of the Convention on each day but they 
were in attendance for one or more sessions of the 17th National - 



Convention of the CP,USAs 



WILLIAM ALBERTSON 
JAMES ALLEN- 
PHIL BART 
FRED BLAIR 
MANNY BLUM 



HOMER CHASE 
JESUS COLON 

RTCW T>AVTS J2U 



ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN - 



SI GERSON 
GUS HALL • 

I I 
JIM JACKSON 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 
MICKEY LIMA • 
HY LUMER ' 
GRnRCT MKTRRS 



GEORGE MORRIS 
THOMAS NABRIED 
BJgRT NELSO N 

I I 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
PETTIS PERRY ' 
IRVING POTASH 



PATTi. RnRTgsnw. Jr. 



[ 



f 



JACK STACHEL 
JIM TORMEY 
PAT TQQHEY 
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CARL WINTER 
HELEN WINTER ^ 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOCT 
JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 
EARL DURHAM 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOC T- 
I ^ 



JACK KLING 



LESTER DAVIS 
MOLLIS WEST - 
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conH^Q^^JjmiJlt the outset of the Convention a quantity of documents 
waar made' available to each delegate and alternate which contained 
reports, resolutions, discussion material and informational 
literature. These documents were the following i 



a: 

B 

C 
D 

E 

f: 
g; 
h: 
I 
J 
k; 

L 

m; 
n: 

o; 

p; 

q: 
r: 



Keynote Address by GUS HALL, entitled "Let Us Set 
Our Sights to the Future", 

17th Convention resolution on the Negro Question in 
the United States. 

Resolution on Cuba. 

Resolution on the work and status of women. 

Resolution on the Youth Question. 

Disarmaraent and the American Economy « 

Report of the Constitution Committee o 

Resolution on Puerto Rican work in the United States o 

Resolution on "The Worker"* 

Draft resolution on Party Organization. 

The Communist Partye 

Farm resolution • 

Report on the 1950 elections « 

Program material for the 17th National Convention, 
CP,USAo 

Document entitled^ "General Principles". 

Discussion article on the Negro Question by CYRIL 
BRIGGSo 

Discussion article on the Negro Question by M. Ao 

Document entitled "An Old Problem Rediscussed". 

c- 2 - 





S) Document entitled "S6nie Comments on the Draft 
Resolution by PETTIS PERRY" a 

T) Pre«Convention discussiono 

CO^M^MAIi j^ ^^ learned that the Convention opened on 
December 10 ^ 1959, with a keynote address by GUS HALL in place of 
EUGENE DENNIS p who had been taken ill just before the Convention 
was to begin* Greetings to the Convention were read which had 
been received from the Communist Parties of other countries « 

e5OTl5teTlAI£i ^'^^ following committees were organised and announced 

late in the afternoon of the first days 

1) Committee on Peace Policy 

2) Labor Committee 

3) Committee on Negro Question (CLAUDE LIGHTFOCT, Chairman) 

4) 1960 Election Committee 

5) Committee on Party Organisiation 

6) Committee on the Party Constitution 

7) Committee on Youth Work 

8) Committee on Defense Problems 

9) Miscellaneous Resolutions Committee 

10) Latin-^American Affairs Committee 

11) Appeals and Audit Committee (MOERIS CHIILDS, Chairman) 

12) Committee on Statement of Party Principles 

13) Committee on Women 

14) Committee on Farm Question 

15) Credentials Committee 

« 3 -" 
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16) Press Coiamittee 

17) Publicity Committee 

18) General Resolutions Committee 

19) Presiding Committee 



oceSSS^irja The second day's session of the 17th National Convention 
of The CPyllSA began at about 10:00 AoMo on December 11, 1959* 
Shortly after the beginning of the second day's session, CLAUDE 
LIGHTPOOT asked for a point of special privilege to enable his 
committee, the committee on Negro work, to leave the Convention 
in order to complete their deliberation^ This request was 
acceded to and the coBimittee on Negro work left the C<?nvention* 

ee^^feftriMi This committee did not return until shortly before the 
break for*^ lunch at the end of the morning session^ 



time 




The afternoon session of the second day's session of 

A National Convention began after 2:00 PoMo, at which be 



] was elected chairaian for the afternoon sessionb7c 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT started the discussion on the Negro Question by 
giving the report of the committee on Negro worko This is the 
committee that had requested additional time for their delibera- 
tion in the morning session of the National Convention* 
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CLAUDE LmmmoT*m 

Resolution on .thir 






eOiSIPlj^^Ijyb LIGHTFDOT stated tha,t the Resolution on the 
Ne^o Question i© one of the most discussed of all the 
Party ^ a resolutions o He said that they had some very 
sharp differences on the tactical position of the Negro 
struggle and the analysis of the forces of the enemy of the 
Negro people in the discussion and deliberations of the 
Committee on the Negro Question. He noted that the analysis? 
of the forces of the enemy of the Negro people is a highly 
political problem. 

^^^f^^^^ He added that there were also sharp differences 
on whether to maintain or delete the slogan of pelf - 
determination in the Party's Besolution on the Negro 
Quest ion o Self "determination is only one aspect (of tjie 
Resolution), however o The defects x^arising from the different 
competitions in the different movements of the Negro people 
(from the basic organisation of the Negro in the churches to 
other Negro movements) leads us to try to find the rSffmediate 
and main enemies of Negro people « Is the Di:$iecrat coalition 
or Monopoly Capital the enemy of the Negro people? Or is 
the Di^iecrat coalition being used by Monopoly Capital as 
the main enemy of the Negro p®©pl©? 



{f«p^'3?IA^ LIGHTTOOT added that he wanted to be very cle^r 
on this Question because without clarity th^ overriding 
issues through which w© must develop greater Negro-**white 
unity cannot be obtained o The winning of the farmers, the 
middle class and the workers to one. general principal of 
unity on the Negro Question is 'an absolute must because we 
*'hav6 some very difficult problems « 



(K)SJt^fi»riJi^LEGHTF^ said he wanted to street that a vote 
ha.d^been taken in the Committe© on the problem of self» 
4et©rmination. He said the vote was taken with- the tpll. 
body or at least a quorum of tha Committee present , and it 
had come out with 13 in favor of dropping the slogan of self- 
^determination and five opposed to dropping it. 
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X^iSI3™»riAi& I^ considering a program of work on the Negro 
(§iestion,"liI6HTP00T said that f irist and foremost our 
obligation should be to put a program into effect that when 
understood .wifll remove the idea that the Negro can win 
his objective regardless of unity between Negro and white 
workers. He then asked what dpt the Negro people wish? He 
answered this by saying that the Negro people wish to stop 
any and all denial of :l&®ir^^ights as American citizens. 
The Negro wants to be treated as a human being»-no: rnore^ 
no less. He wants to stop the avoiding of his rights and 
privileges as interpre^d by the United Nations Charter. He 
wants no more violatioiBof the United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

S^P^MJffli LIGHTFOOT added that the XJommitte!^ called for 
a declaration on this in 1;he resolution on the Negro 
Question and he thought that thS'i committee came otit Mth 
a feeling of ^unity and purpose'; "^'LIGHTFOOT then atial^sed 
vari^ps points in the resolution on the Negro Question. He 
also- read portions of the special document prepared by PETTIS 
PERRY of California, and a third docxment on the Negro 
Question, It was noted that in the document by PETTIS 
gERRlf 'it said that the ^eg3?o%ili never gaifa 'any further 
Semocratic rights until something is done about the South. 
That is. the main and overall issue-«the Disiecrats in the 
Souths, 

CtlIB5W^*^Following LIGHTFOOT ♦s report there was a discussioh 
periody and the following comments were noted j 



PETTIS PERRY spoke abopt political grouping^ and asked 
:the question how do yosa, go about ^setting political representatioit 
r.lCpr a majority group wl^ch does ndt h*ve representa^t^bn as the 

^$.^j&W9^^ ^^ i» **i^ South • They are the sp^oHty i^ si^me ar^a^', 

r®^?^^y are not a political ^^rity* ^ ^ ^, - ' ?V: 

^^(m^m^ WILLIAM, I..,PA#JERS0N f«>r increased 

^.^ettphSsis ^^ ^^t^^^^'^^t^:. He a^J^p ^aid %hat th^;.^tth National ^' 
Convention will be Ik^Oim^^s tKe Cbmrentlpn that, reorientated ' 



the CP on the Negrc^ 
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COa^sir.njffi?*® convention voted to uphold the recommendation 
di^opping the slogs^n of self <»determinat ion and also voted in 
fs^vor of the mas,in line of the Resolution on the Negro Question. 

C^mms^TlJ^^^ Small woiman fs^om New York tx^de^ a motion to ' 
reject ^^the politi^i,! line of the Resolution Mt adopt theV 
rest of the Negro ^ Resolution o ' (This^ then actually amounted; 
to t^o resolutions o) The California delegation also got ^ c' 
into the discussion on this point o Final ly^^ the whdle 
convention got into a hassle on it and < the parliamentarian 
of the convention had 'to be called to the' stage* The 
parliamentarian said that the Gommittee^on Negro Work did 
not make such a recommendation andj, therefore j, such a motion 
coiald not be adopted o He pointed out that if such motion 
was adopted it would be out of order and would not be in 
accordance with the original r^les adopted, for the convention « 
It, would me&n that . the - recommendations of the Committee on 
Negro Work would be .put , aside and -that committee would have 
to go*fea©k.out fend re-=»do'its worko He reiterated that ^ the 
copaittee had recommended the dropping of the slogan and.- 
acceptance of the., main line of the Resolutiouo^ Therefore^- 

^ the convention woi;ild have^ to first reject .the motion of ^ 

' the CQmmitte© and . then send it back to re^do its work before 

' accepting this new. mot ion ^ \ 

ceiN^SK^#»^Some,of those -present wanted to challenge ' the ' 
parliamentarian on thiS'p saying that he could not put out 
this motion J, and others wanted to challenge thb ^chairman 
on^the^mattero The parliamentarian referred all "^^esj^- 
objections back to "the rules that had -been adopted"^ the "" 
previous day* Finally ^ the chairman ^of the meeting ruled 
that this "motion j^ in its content j, could not be':acted^updn/ 
in its present form, or wording o That ended ^ the discussion' 
on the motion o The recommendation of the Committee ' on Niagro 

, Work was upheld that the "right of self-determinatioh"'^ be 
dropped and the main line of th@ Resolution be accepted ^^ 

ttittp^EK^Ugjfce convention adjourned for supper at this time. 
FollWing the break for supper ^ GEORGE MEYERS was proposed 

as chairman of the evening session o 

OOi^Smw:^^ evening session opened up with the playing 
of k Recording by TIM BUCKj who sent greetings to the CP; 
US A J Convention from the CP of Canada, In these greetings. 
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BUCK spoke of the struggle agi^inst ©apitelism waged by the 
OP5 USAy and pledged the ^nity of the Cans^dian workers with 
the Ameri©a,n workers (Coammnist Party) in lea.ding the workers 
in th© United States and C^nadai in ai (soalitibn of the general 
proletsirimn movement ^g^inst the supporters and' perpetraters 
of the @old war and the atom feomb thesis ^^ for peace, pros- 
perity ^ disarmament J, and ©o<^©xisteneeo The reactionary 
clique in Canada 5 .thanks to the revisionist clique in our 
Party J, which has been eradicated from our -Party , operated 
in the attacks on the Canadian labor movement o^ " They (the 
rea,ctionary. clique) used the phrase of stopping the wage 
spiral p while in the United States the reactionaries have 
operated u^ing the phrase about stopping inflation « BUCE-'s 
greetings further said that *^we herewith declare our unstint- 
ing solidarity with the steel workers of America and the 
CP«-the victorious leadership of the working class in America*" 
That we will ,saarph shoulder to shoulder until there is 
complete victory by the international' proletariat 

Report on the Political Campaign 
for I960. by BM DAVIS, JRp 

C«S^K^'ri«i_ DAV,IS ^i^^tated/.tfeat thm difference between. the '"" "^ ' 

two major parties"^ is " f ^.^.t^ disappearing o- T/e have to ^ concretize 
our program ^^i^ the^ ^ari<S)^^ issues ' and' movements for I960'" ' " ' ^ 
in the mai% on civil rights j, peace 5, greater economic security, 

and progress 



friAaiH^ recalled that the ^^Pittsburgh Courier"'-/ while" 

raising recruiting of the armed forces during the war^ raised 
the issue of fighting Fascism abroad and Jim Crowism""at"h6me* 
Our Karty did not raise this timely issue at all, however* ' 
We were too busy trying to defeat the Fascists and did not 
see the connection o V<b^ therefore j^ lost face and ^ much ground 
from these costly errprSo 



COM^l^^^lAit Dj|;^js continued, saying (ADLAI) STEVENSON* s role" " 
supports the anti-strike movement as indicated in -his latest 
statement We have to begin to put people in their places, 

O^0^m^ DAVIS also stated that be felt- that so far as the 

Negro people are concerned^ we have to develop a new left 
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in the Negro people's movement for the Negro people's 
struggles o A new le£t means a new initiativeo We have 

to examine the. concrete situations for application of the 
unfolding of ouar 1960 political struggles o This method of 
study is the key to unfolding a new concept for the success 

of the pepple. in the. coming conditions for 1960 o 

C<miPm^M Th# outstanding issues of 1960 are "Free by '63" 
for /£he Negrq> people and not in 17 years as proposed by the 
Republican Party « Peace not toiporrow btat tpdayj, with complete 

disarmasa^ntp .r(9«call.Q>f -American soldiers from- foreign 
lands p and an end to conscription <> And on the economic 

front p .trajd©, with .all. countries o -^ - ->- -' ''^'- 

Discussion -on DAVIS ° Report 
CfOBWlt»AirwiNT^ said^.that the objective for 'I960 ±^i 

.. ... Ao , Advance.- the ..American pe.ople ^- . ». . 
Bo A. policy o.f peace and disarmament and 



C0«B^;wr3:AI» jj^ noted that President EISENHOWER is now abroad 
on a Visit o He added KHRBSHCHEV^s visit indicated that now 
is tiie time for the end of the cold war* The time^for"'"'"' ' 

complete disarmament is overdue o The situation for^'peaceful 

co-existence is a must and mankind is bound to adhere to- it* 



, J 



(I9im^^^4i^^ added that labor in the Democratic Party and'*"' ' 
labor in thp Republican Party is no diff erent o " Labor cannot, 
of its own accordj^ lay hold of either the Democratic or' 
Republican Party, and wield its political machine for the ' 
working clg^s^o This labor cannot do (apcompllsh) o That is 
why big business i? so comprehensive in -its -activity to' " 
destroy organised, labor o H# added that we made some ^ very 
serious errors j,, tout he ; said that he did not waht to open" '^ 
up old wounds o He did fi&el that the breaking away from the 
Democratic Party in 1948 in the campaign under HEIWIY WALLACE 
was a mis take J, however ^ and thC^Farty is S'tiia"sufferiSg'''fr6m 
that:-' mis take He does not foresee a third party movement by' * ' 
1960, but it could be the end df the coalition by the Dixiecrats 
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of the Sp^th and the reactionary Republicans as occurred in 
the last ses^ipn of Cqu^res^ and was reflected Ip the passage 
of the Landrum-Griff in Bill and the defeat of Rule 21 and 

the failure to pass anyj'ciyil rights legislatipn, . etc. 

1H0MB R CKASE 

^!SiMi CHASE spoke about the need for peace and also 
conme'hted favorably about 0DS HALL's report. 

COMRI^I^lg ^ JOHNSON 

©^SMTiA&^rj;^^ that' we have to be. careful in this 
cpov^ntion 'Or in.spit© of ourdeliberations and decisions 
we are apt to find ourselves with a lot of talk and discussion 
but no reii.l decisions » He added that when resolutions are 
pr^s^ntpd in.a <^on?ention of this type they should, give a 
continuity to that whi^h is new* We should see 'a "^ tremendous 
significance. in the 1960 election in relation to the war 
against risis&g. Fascism., ancl-.^f- the hope, and desires of the 
people for peac@o H^ added the following conditions Hre 
uhavpidablg conditions, for peace and for the shaping of our 
1960 political • cpipaigns _ «... -- .-^^- -- '--- ■ ^ -■• 

A« Total disarmament in 1960 

Bo 90 per cent of the Gongresgmen are - 

elected on the promises of the 'primaries ; 
We. should work in -the pri^aaries'. '■ ^ - 

Co Timing of our 1960 political program 

i3 important o . ^« 

Do Civil rights should be the first point 

on th@ agenda* . - . -'• 

£« Let^s not make the same mistake that we made 
last year J that was ^^ the mistake- pn the -civil 
rights issue ^ to change the' filibuster r9le9 
Rule 21. (The CP did not support the f^ght 
to change Rule 21 *) 

« 10 - 



im 



cespa^W^^^JS® aot^id that when yoia talk about civil rights 
tods^ it gets lajaier the collar. of all segregationist? and 
they, toi^Kin'.to 3w<$ata ; ^ . r. <, , .^ ... / 




COmra^TlMi Fo^pwinf JOHNSON^.s cospents there was a motion 
to 4dQpt the propQf als of ~ the Election Committee and it was 
carried with a/^nanimp^s vote and only one ^ abstention. 

' Rf port €>n Farm Issmes 
by | ^ n -^ 

f rom.C5@4AJSQrng4> 



b6 
b7C 



^^^JLe. said .there has been^, since? 1945 , one and one^half 
million . faruifrs ^liij^inated frosi the farms o The farmers 
have fe©en very impof.taiit..in the labor ^ ba't ties lately .He; iidded\ 
the Negro people, and the farmers are a non«working c^?SJ3 ""*'-^^-' 
class that can become allied, with the workers to I give support 
to ^ach other in their economic struggles « The idea that 
the farmers should lead the working class where they are in 
thfs i|iaj or ity. needs t© b©. changed, /^ He felt-' that even if the 
farjge^s are,. in, the majority in a. certain area , they should 
not lead tlie , working -cla^So .^ . -. -, .--^-^. ^ . > . ^ • ---- -- -'-'. 



m^m^^'ii^ He also suggested some chatiges which"" should be 
made in the Resolution; on, .the Ne^ro Question as 'well as 
a slight change "in the Resolution on, the Farmers; '^' (THese 
specific .chasg^s, w^^. Jiot. -no ted 5. however ;') The recommended 
changes on the Resolution, on the Fa-rm Question*- were addpted 
by the. convent iq?io ---.- -..^. " .. , . ..,. ^.. .:. /-,, .^.. .,-:>.. : 

fl«»ll^ It ^ai? noted that there was very litt?.e discussion 
on the Resolution on the Farm Question » Only one or two 

Pfpplf sp(^ke on it..a!p most of ^the delegates did np% seem - 
too inte3^ested in thii? Resolution o A vote was taken on 
the Farm Resolution'. and it ^wa^ passed and accepted* 




a5^ 

^ Report of the Credential Committee 

by JACK KLING 

l^^li^ftiECk At the outset of his remarks ^ ELIN6 said that 
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thfre were going to he ©©rtain^na<e©uracies ±n his report 
because of the ].ateness in aittendamce by some of the delegates 
to. the^Q^nveijitii^no.. H<?i,. a4d©dj, fepwever^ ^that as of that time 
the Credential ;eoMssiitte© ^as ehe^kirig on the late arrivals 
and wp^ld toriwg .th^ r^pgrt ^p to date* He then gave ^ the 
f9ll€>i#ing,r#pd3fts. : . : '''l ^ ^^: . ^^^'l : ^>-'. ^^ ■'- 

'^^^'^'^^mk^ve m@ 187 delegates to the 17th National 
Convention of the CP^, USA^ of whom 131 are regular delegates 

and 25 are ^ alternates o . Fifteen are fraternal - delegates and 

16 are visitors o... , ~ ..,,,... /..;._. 

(jgiSP^^M*!*.^ . then said that to these amounts 'should he added 
an additional 41 wi)i©h is made up of two additional regular 

delegates, two alternates p five fraternal delegates, and 
3? visitors o The following States «?r ar^as**are represented: 

-New York 

New Jersey 
Ohio - , 

Indiana ' . . , . . 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 



Minnesota. 



Washington p D, C* 
, Calif i©^-2xia 
Missouri 
New .England 



..^JX^m^^^^Th^re are 112 men and 39 women o Asiong those in 

attendance, 33 are Negroes b The age^ of ^ the' ,de3legates to 
the convention is as follows s ^" "'^'^"- .,^ 



Under 25 years 1 
25 » 35 29 

22 

48 

44 

8 



35 o. 


40 


40 - 


50 


50 - 


60 


Over 


60 
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CONiSi^TlAiri TwD^thirds of the convention is over 40 years 
of uge» . :. ,' .. : i- .. 



C<3SSa^''^^* Length of Time in. the Party; 




Under 10 years 


11 


10 - 15 


24 


15 = 20 


24 


ao .^ 510 


08 


Over 30. 


12 


Charter jueialsers 


5 




e^®MOTK[Al»0cci3ipatAons j 



IixditJLS trial . ^OT:k^TS 


43 


White collar workers 


40 


Hoiss.^wiv.es 


9 


Farmers* wives 


2 


Farmers; . ., 


2 

5 
4 


jfr.oxess lon^i 
Self?>employed 


Students 


3 


Jndttf tri&l trade union 




. .members. ^ , .... .. 


49 


Full «?^t ime Party workers 


48 



*l^TLKL»_Th© ©OijLvention adjpurned for the second day 
at^this tiipe. The third day session of the CP, USA, National 
Convention. h$gan shortly after 10 A.M. on.DeceinlJer".12; -1959; 

The convention was opened ^ith the reading 6f greetings 

from the CP of China to the CP, USA, 17th. National Convention. 
This read as - f ollowfs s . ' , . . . i . . -.:■. I 

&0KS^^^?3^ Greetings . Hail your 40 ye^rs and 17th National 
Cony^ntipn and , the . glorious role that your Pkrty. hs^s played 
in the revolutionary cause of the wor]^ing class. :i^ong;live 
the CP.of America. Long live the revolut^onaz^y tradiition 
of the proletariat. Signed, B!AO TSE TUNG. 

(jQjJS^Seil?*^ This greeting received long, loud, and ea|:tend^d 
apiuause. 
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was chairman of the morning ^^^ 




^ Report on Party Organiasation 
toy PHIL BART 

aoMEgE^rliliAt the otits^ BART ?aid that he was not going 
to speak on th@ main resolution on Party Organization , 

b^t wanted to dis©iffi99 ^ Stappl^ment to it a (Which is 
believed to be the^doc^ment entitled "VI The Communist 

Party")*. , . .. ^ • *^ ..::.. 

&^^W^flMjt He then proceeded into a number of changes to this 
document which he indi<?ated. had recently come up* He 

indicated what paragraphs and sections were to be changed but 

went through them rather, quickly and there was some 

confusion about them among those present o^ 



jfTiASipQj^ example y he stated that Paragraph 4, Page 3 

of The supplement had been, rewritten* 

(SJBE^^.rijytiHe asked the questions^ is capitalism the only 
sol^Jtion fpr the present or future of the fieople or is 
there something else? — « He also said imperialism' puts 
a peace program on^the people that conflicts with their 

best interests o 



C5©2WS 



^^BN.nJyii 9ART also said that there can be no let-up ''in' 
th^' fight against revisionismo Leftism is the price that 

the Party has ,to pay .for .revisionism <> - - 

QQji^B^riAiii BART also proposed that the problems raised' ^ in 
hi^ rfeport be discussed in all Districts, in all Ciubs in 

order to finalise these problems o He fur ther ' proposed 
that each District hold. conferences to strengthen Party 
organization and gave some', concrete proposals 'on that 
which should be taken. up. in those discussions « 



COWS^i^^I*'^ Another proposal that BART made along this same 
line was that there should be a draft on Party recruiting. 
This should become something of special interest o 
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comssW^'^'f^^^®^® "^^^ ^® vote taken on the proposals which 
BART mde at this time. ... 

^^ Unknown Speaker (Possibly 

BETTY -from New York). 

mat ewiwufKm x tt7rKt itt i^ i tm i .m m m i ti-mi > w ■ ■ii m ii h i m «iiii iiiiimh h i th i m .wk i i mn i if iii i 

O0i8iriB|^AKffJ^is person spoke on the aspect' of the special 
feature of United States .imperial ism o She noted that the 
naling ©lass in the United States spends $100 ^ 000^000 per 
year to pervert the minds of o^r. people through the press, 

TV^ radio ^ magazines j, and whatnot <> - Mass education must 
toe carried on in. the light ^ of the workers' experiences » 
We must learn how to talk to the workers in terms of their 
experiences? in t^rsxis of their ability to listen and 
understand . Such questions as are related to the so-called 
people's capitalism -.must .toe, d^alth with o —The Communists 
must become the best fighters for the needs of the petople 
and the best educators.' of the^ minds of- ~the people* ■ ^ - 

^^ Male Speaker from Detroit 

^^XffS^^ He stated that we must overcome the wide gap 
between the leadership of the trade unions and the member- 
ship which exists in the state and county councils of the 
trade union movement o The leadership must 'be 'brought 
to the understanding that the policy->making"bbdies^6f 'the 
councils must, reflect the^ thinking of the membership' in ^ 
their policies o The councils have the responsibility to' '' 
relieve the insecurity ..of the membership . within their area*- 
He noted that experience.- in. this -setup has bfen spotty ^ in 
some areas o 



.V Male Speaker from Buffalo 
MORT ' 



S 



GQm^^TlMx ^is speaker introduced a resolution on new 
unity for the Party based on a correct estimate of the Party o 
He noted that the recent strikes have brought forth a new' 
type of unity o 25^,000 steel workers were on strike in his 
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aresi and ten st^©l locals voted to strike and go beyond the 

Kaiser settlement o Also^, they hi,d ^ protest on a local 
tax question ^nd 10^000 people participated in the protest o 

He ad.dpd that in his. area. ^ however j, in spite of this new 
kind of i!.©tivityp the Piirty is too sismll to switch from a 
defensive struggle to an offensive struggle o 

Qomip^^lM^^tt^r bringing in these points, this speaker 
elaborated fiarther on. them ^nd said -that based on -the 
foregoing he wanted., to introduce ^ai resolution on buiMing 
the Pii^rty on m qisaliti^tive ^s .well ^s on a q^antita.tive 
bitsiSo His 'resolution wmg that the 17th Ni^tioni^l Convention 
be known ms a "feissild .the. Pii^rty. convention" and that'^ ev^ry"''^'"'"'^ 
Nafetion^l**-GoMiitte© la&mb^r set themselves a quotsi for recaniit- 
ingo This p®,tt©rn shomld become ^ nsition^l organisssitional 
pifettern for the P^rty.i.nd district nfter district should 
ch^llengf fach other regarding increases in sml^criptions ' 
for "The Worker" g^nd for. the recriaiti^ent of industrial 
workers , . ... 

e018El^*3flJU[»This resoli^tion wns passed naniinimo^islyo 

^CrERjyubllJE LIQHTFOOT 

B?^IB^*MJWiLI^LTFOOT said that the resolution tackles ^ the 
questoon of the Commsnists in the problems of the "people 
today o "Left initiative" . is the role of the Communists 
in the united fyontj, s^ch as in organissations like the 
Af ro«Merican Heritage Association (A^AHA) o LISHTFOOT' then 
explained that the A«AHA.is-a local organissation in Chicago 
which was organised to. celebrate National Negro History 
Week and to f qci^3 .attention on oist standing Negroes of the 
pasto She cited activities of this type as . on© of the 
hallmarks for the developing or ixnfolding of broader 
developments in the tsini ted. front in the liberation move- 
ment of the Negro people o LIGHTFOOT continued j, saying 
something about her usually having two strikes against 
hero First p she is a woman j, and secondly she is CLAUDE 
LIGSTFOOT's wifeo She then gave an example of how this is 
not always a handicap^ noting that she joined a Federation 
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of Wom@n^s Clubs and the president of the women's club 
c^me to her and saidj^ "ArenH yonx 6ERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT?" • 

GERMiDYNE s^id she qisi©kly replied that she waSp whereupon 
the president (whom she appiirently expected to say something 
about her Communist affiliations) said, that she was proud 
to knpw her and added that she likes the Communists o She 
added that people have a @lo$ed mind about many things 
but most are friendly to her.o ^ ...,-, 

TOM NABRIED from Eastern P ennsylvania 

(tQ^l^drnXk "^^ said that 6BS HiUbL^s report and the many 
speeehes that have followed it have raised a foundation 
for mass work^^ but .we still have, difficulties to overcpme. 

There are still some das&ages ©aus(pd by revisionism that 
are to be over<^omeo 

CtJl^l^^Ait* By way of accomplishments ^ he reported that the 
Pai^y in his area helped to ..elect the first Negro. Congressman 

in;^th&t district <> He gslso^said that the*© "wMs a ."union 
iii^Bis ; area' which had^'^n;al;F^f^ite leaderstii^-^ Mt'they got 
t8ge|her^%ith a few people%]DL^^ laid out ^Sii stra't^^lfy and* 
a^ a"'**estili succeeded "-ini'-'-el^c ting a Negrd-'^'tS'thi'^Executive^ 
Bdard^df 'ttife uniono Tii|s^"Ni^^o'now has ifc|t^^^MoM^ highest 
pdiition^W the E:secufive"-Bo^'Mp.> that of Vid^i^feiident of ^ ' ' 
t&i &i6nV''He added, tfia't ih'^the Western ialf of Pennsylvania 
they, were successful is ..forcing the.Governm^n$, to. give- 
jol^'to some yoiaths alspo ^ .fie padded that ||i spite, of these 
positive gains by the .B^rtyj, ,^ they still hp^^f'^ weakne^s^s 
in the Party organissa;tiono .Tliese weaknesses stem 'irom the 
fact that ^ one or two individuals do dutst^nding/^prk on' 
their own^gnft on their .^ own individual iniilatiye,^'wi*Jio^ 
the work registering in a collective manner ^'^ Their work' 
i4"'not reflected as a--|&art pf.^the Party ^s.'.wbrk ^as a whole« 

COSp^l^'tlAit^ He added thit lie 'wan:f ed to agree';witlx ^ a, previous - 
speaker s^ BETTY \ ; ^ ,- ^ - ^'fc^^^'fc ***^ test/6*3t/the.^^qu'ality^ of- 
the leadership XoT^^^eTfearty) !; today must be;.mei|tis^ed by the 
ability;^bf"\the leaders|:|i|&' tot work with otlier^'peopieo 
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^r whieh 
Coliimbia University o 
DENNIS ^nd ask^d him 
university at a'tim© 
letter asked tha.t ,h© 



by 14 p©Qpleo 



p^^king ..for the Presiding Committeei 

'a^d^M(ilEi received ^t the convention from 
Thii letter was addressed to EUGENE 
to com^ and sp@a>k to % group at the 
that woMld be convenient to him. The 
let them know when he could come and 
gro^Po This request was signed 



bo 



7C 



thj 
It 
in 




;TrJffliHe said the Party 

students wanted to 
d the question J, is .th^r< 
present conditions of 



that it ^ was significant 
a talk by EUGENE DENNIS, 
tangible hope for the future 

in America? 



flCSHcB^'W^*^ also read -a resolution-that ^had been sent 
in by^the State of Hichigan calling for regional meetings. 

under the leadership of the National Committee o He 
■indicated that this. letter would^_bs— referred to the incoming 



National Committee for action o 



s 



also brought up another 



resolution which, called for the moving of the Party head- 
quarters from New York to Chicago providing it is not too ' 

difficult a problem to obtain residences 'for' the leadership/ 
etCo This, resolution was put over to a Residential 'Committee 
which is to report on it. by the first full meeting of the 
National Committee (which will presumably be early '-^Z 
in I960) . , 
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JUANITA 
From Cal 



^msim^lMi JUANITA brought in the CP Resolution on Women's 
Wo3?TCo She reported that resolutions on women's work ^ came 
in from California J, New York^ Pennsylvania^ and lowao In 
speaking of the Resolution on Women's Work j, she said that 
we ^ must understand the need for a special fight for women. 
Women get lower wages <. Negro women - are employed' up ' to 62 
per cent in domestic worko The ^ob here is to remove the 
differential between the wag#s paid to ^omen compared to that 
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wp^^ 



:sp^^ 



paid to men wh@n both do the. same kind of work <, 
hiirts the whole .trade iipion movement a 



This 



eaK?iT)w^'*^ She added the Party needs to search deeper into 

this/situation whieh she termed the *'rise of women and 
- the role ofl.women^o , . , .. 

ecC^pSJfTlAl&she proposed that a conference be called for 
a discussion on the , international role of women because 
it is somewhat related to the international role of 




from New. York 



W;^i3he stated . the \50 per cent of tHe- women in 
Am^iba^woijk after their marriage? therefore j,: women should 
address themselves to the leadership of the women j»^ 
especially "^ in unions o.; For^ exajfeple^^ take the International 
Ladief ' Garment Workers^ ^ . Unioii ; iCiLGWU) wher ^.;: thf ;,pr|[&iden t 
ol.^th|'se; unions is aiwi,'^s a;,mah while in xna'?iy,;,caies, the women 
hav^fa great majority'/;'T^She;;:n€)ted that the .'{-Party, iii^ the 
slate' of Washington alread y -'has so me womeMTilv^rpupsj set up. 
^^.-. ^,-...,-.^,-<. 'g of the IEHTOo- I ' I mentioned-^ '^feougiufet of 
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flo^wersVonC'the stage had / been Vs^end by the^.|LGWU;:alohg with 

cdngratuipltions to the*:cbnY<|ntiono This wai ;'gree' ti^d with^ 
^PPli^^#AV; During hek'^^^copaents j> she a lso;':'<feal:l^d ffor action 
on' Vipaptidni that had ^^en^j^resented by- l ^ ~l l;n^ for 



action on ^ another resolution 69 Section 6 'of': the; Resolution 

ori Party Organissa t ion i'"'':Thes'y^,, mot ions requested by J \ 



were passed although. $h|i, i^sact'l wording of ''them' is" hot known. 

She also' asked for motion '^dn'^ a;^ resolution^ de^ng^wit^ 
strenjgthening of the f ifeht '^'f of ' ^legalit y of'^tfie^^Pgrty which 
motion 'wa§ ^klso passed^" I?ex%p 1 I pt'esfented^a- jfesolution 



LSO 

asking thiib'' the incoming National Committee re«-estamine the 
whole , question of , the,\4egality\of the Party -as meii.tioihied 
in ohe of the resolutions and this motion was also passed. 
In speaking J she further brought in a point about the 
rights of children and' said that in Harlem there are how 
1^,000 children who are going ic be transferred to better 
schools o T^ had to do with the fight for integration 
ih" the schools o \ , . ' ' ^\..' \>.. 



^:'V 







. a^' 



\ s 



V^'-^' ^<', 



:.%-.; ■... 



• 
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COiSK^riJyi. He stated that h© was proud of the Party in 
Harlem in that it is still operating although it had been 

«r*??S 5J rT^!^2"^!f' ^® ^^® ®^®o P^o^d of *1»® contribution 
of that district t© the Party in the resolution on the Negro 

KMWnil. He added that in Harlem they wanted to challenge 
We Chicago District on recruiting. This challenge was 
that Harlem alone will recruit more people into the Party 
thaa all of the Illinois District, This challenge was 

accepted by the Illinois District, 

eew>;j^l*tAt this point, the Resolution on Party 
Orgjnimtion as a whole was adopted. Also, a Resolution 
on "The Worker"was adopted and a proposal that a large 
paper be .published, directed, to members of the "Mexican 
element within one year, prbbably to be war i1:t^n,-Iin. Spanish. ' 
was carried. :•- - '• ',' ";' u„.. .«i'««>"-t»"» 



A' 




^ The Situation Regardihg' Meiiean ■- ' 

People,-Repbrt foy Unknown SpeaKer ^'l - "■ ;■ •■ 

C^^^^?&eiiaiTiiis sp©akerfstai^d!«hat there ari'^i^Gd-^iboo Mexican- 
Americans, in California :,and:feh©y make up tll'^fll^iilt national 
mi'nprity group. He sild" that'-^the yearly in<lreliiS oif Mexicans 
■into .the United States in; that 'area, CaliSb'riili/ is'-65,000 '• 
per year and they have strong ties with the Catholic" Church 
He noted that in one area they have only 12 doctors and two 
social workprs for .a great number of Mexican people." 'He ' 
added „that>- a majority;' of ;Mfxican»Americans are'lod^-ted in 
California where many?6f 'them are actually^'tife' Ji-^^rt of 
the. working class.. Their status has created some' peculiar 
problems. Qver one-half of these people do not vote and are 
npt even registered to. vote. . . , . . 

T.. • -They have the lowest educational level and have 
an antiquated school system. Immigration.; proble^.loom^ 



cestj^Mstiiai^ 



high for them and their comnRinity service organizations 

are not able to ©ope with th© overwhelming a.mount of problems 

which arise for them although they are given as ^mtich 
assistance as possible o , 

COKPI^^^*^ He proposed that the incoming National Committee 

takeappropriate charge of this siti&ation in order- to bring 
about a more Justified solution to this condition o < The 
Mexican people ,can become an integral part of the struggle 
for socialism in America through this development « 





^^^-This motion was carried unanimously* 

KENNY ( phonetic) ^ a Negro Female ^ who appeared to be from Calif* 

eewi^^*!*"* This person .introduced a resolution calling for 
Party activity among the Japanese j, -especially in her -a^reao 
She also brought in a resolution calling for the complete 
withdrawal of United States troops from Japan « 'She said 
the United ^ States should let the Japanese people alone and" 
noted that they are not happy having American troops there* 
She cited the recent protest made by the Japanese people 
about having the United States troops stationed there* 

'[ In talking about bmilding Party activity among ^" 
thf '^^panesej, she mentioned ^ th|.t it had bee%,18.years since 
a4'iiti,ty";^f this natu3^e 'Md'^fn under takeiiL' tkpfe^rently 
referring Ho the peridd about 1941 when the'^'war 'wit'h Japan 



(X^^b:&^1^ She a,lso introduced a resolution on the 'American 
Indian people o She described the Indian people' as being 
the victims of a most brutal program ^ of genocide* She 
said that activity on the Indian problem should be put 
on the agenda of the ne^t National Committee meeting as 
the next task of the Party* The Resolution on the Indian 
People was passed* 



COi^i^ 
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i^eport on ^''Th® Worker*^ 
by GEORGE MEYERS 

_^OTXXA!& In talking of building the circulation of "The 
Wo:i&^*% MEIERS r©c@.ll©d an incident in which some auto 
workers . toy accident sta.rted to read "'Hie Worker" . This 
C€une about when some people were passing "The Worker" 
out from an siutomobile ^nd the auto workers came by. As 
a result., of reading "The.Tforker" these three auto workers 
took the traiin to New York to see the exhibit that was on 
display there by. the Soviet Union o 



WIIJUIAM L. PATTERSON 



which 



not be 



if we 

He 



which 
begin 
begiA 



^^PATTERSON had a draft resolution on "The Worker" 
called for^ among other things {, the publication of 
edition of "The Worker" o He added that this will 
done unless we build the paper o The work of the 
as set forth in this convention will not come to pass 
do not carry ,out the task of building "The Worker" . 
that the incoming National Committee organize 
campaign for support of "The Worker" through 
$75^^000 will be obtained o This campaign should 
on the 36th anniversary of "The Worker"— which will 
on January 13 j, 1960^ and end on May 1^ 1960, 



OO^^^MALiji speaking OF the circulation of "The Worker", 

he said that at the present tii?ie the circulation is' * 

between 13^000 and 14^000 and he felt that it can be raised 
to 20 5,000 during the year 1960o He indicated that 4^000 
of these subscriptions . ' now go outside the United States. 



C«SS^J^«Sjjriilli He also announced plans to localize "The Worker", 
andr press buildings and added that by May Ip I960, it is 
hoped that a Midwest edition of "The Worker" can be set up o 

JACK STAOHEL 

TIJffltSTACHELi, the third speaker on the press , proposed 
the "Daily Worker" be reconstituted in the near future. 
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He indi@at<i(d thig,t it would 1b@ not xoo m^ch of a problem 
to re-establish the ''D®,ily Worker" o 

C<OT?b^.5?tJa Following these reports whi^h were accepted 
unanimously p a motion was mad© and carried tp reconstitute 
the "Daily Worker" in 1960 <> This work is to be started 
right after th<t first meeting of the incoming National 

Committee A committer ^ is to hm designated within the 
next 90 days to ^work on the r^«establishing of the "Daily 

Worker" c It was indi<©atad that it is planned to have the 
paper re-established prior to the time of the Democratic 

and Repsabliean national contentions <, 

seapia^'Hilli N^xt^^ there was a reading of greetings presented 
by jKhe CP of Franc© which had been submitted by DU CLO S, 
leader of the GP in France o This resolution stated s 

C'OK^I^^'TlAli Greetings i, and noted the declaration of a new 
situation^ the growing strength of socialism^ the 
KHRUSHCHE? peace offensive ^ and the peace program ^ of the 
CPj, ISAj^ which is described as the only proletarian 
organisation that gives genuine leadership to the masses 
of the workers and the Negro people of the United States' 
without being swallow<§d up by th© tactics of the bourgeois 




eoWI^S^^ Prior to a report by GBS UMJL^ the following 
motions were also taken up and passed g 

Ac To rebuild a Mar2Kist<«Leninist youth organization 

Bo To build an anti-monopoly coalition 

p Report by GUS HALL on 
National Committee 

C«SiW:^Wi?I.^HALL r©comm©nd©d that the new National Committee 
be larger than had previously been planned for. He said 
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that the proposed size of the ^coming National Committee 




vould be 50 members J with 35 elected directly by State • 




or District Delegations and the remaining 15 elected at 




large. He added that the. various district delegations 




shoijld take, some time out in the coming afternoon or early 




evening to hold district ®a«©MS®s in order to discuss - 




their proposals for the new National Committee. In discuss- 




ing the new National Committee, HALT, suggested that- the 




various delegations give consideration to having a- balanced 




National Comiaitte® with colni^sid©ration being given Negroes, 




women, and youth in the deliberation. He then cited the 




following as the members of the National Committee to be 




elected by the respective, districts? 




New York Stat® . 8 " 




Southern California 3 




Northern California 3 




Illinois 4 




Ohio 2 




New England 1 




Eastern Ifennsylv^nia 1 ' 




New Jersey ' 1 ^ 




laryland . 2 ■ \ . 
Wisconsin 1 \ 






Indiana . . 1 . ' 




Michigan - 2 




Minnesota 1 


/ 


The South 3 




WasJiington 5 tat© 1 




Missouri 1 




Oregon 1 




'e«®iai^ri^jni© vote on this recommendation was carried -with 




one/vote opposed and eight abstentions. An amendment was 




proposed that the State or District Delegation should state 




their preferences for the at large .motional Committee members ; 




however, this motion was not carried. It was pointed out 




that such a request would be tantamount to voting for these 




people. At this time, this ses&don of the National Convent ioh 




adjourned for lunch. 
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J^^Report on the Auditing i^ /\ 

t Q^^d Appeals Committee ^ ^ , 

.^# eo^^^^^ MORRIS CHILDS gave the report of the Auditing 

Committee At the outset l\e indicated this was not a true 
audit because it was not prepared by accountants , but it 
was believed to be correct., He reported the income for 
the Party in 1957 was $196y079o78, and expenditures were 
$144,000o99o In 1958 the income was $133,832„73 and expenses 
were $131, 361 o He reported a balance for 1958 as $2, 471 ♦39. 




iTlMs Continuing^ CHILDS said that income for the first 
nine "Months of 1959 had been $92,812,55, and expenses for 
this same period were $90,323.41, which left a balance for 
the first nine months of 1959 of $2,489ol4o The Party's 
total liability as of the current date is $ll,018„96o He 
also noted that the reporting of CP dues is not up to date, 
but it reflects quite a decrease over 1958 • The 195§."' 
average was $lo21 per person whereas the 1959 average is 
only $1. 

CtfEP^wKTl^ A motion was made to accept the report of the 
Auditing and Appeals Committee and it was passed, 

^^^yr'^^^^At this time a new subject was brought up with an 
appeal concerning the case of MX BEDAidHT!^ whq, it was reported, 
had been in the CP since 1905, The petitioner for him said 
that he had been expelled from the CP along with his son and 
daughter J however, he appealed this suspension in 1950, but 
nothing was ever done about it, 

06Jf^^^.^--It was pointed out at this time that the Appeals 
Conmittee had already taken action on this case and MAX was 
no longer under suspension. The Appeals Committee reported 
that it would not take any further action on this matter as 
he is no longer in an expelled status and is, therefore, 
considered a member of the Party, (Apparently no one had 
advised MAX of this decision of the Appeals Committee,) 

(^B^i^MJ^At this time BEN DAVIS announced that a fraternal 
delegate from Cuba was to have addressed the Convention, 
but he did not appear o DAVIS did introduce a fraternal delegate 
from Puerto Rico, who had been injured in an automobile acci- 
dent^ en route to the Convention from the airport. This 
fraternal delegate, JUAN SANTOS RIVERAS (PH), brought greetings 



-» 25 « 



r 




!£IM»^ 



from the Puerto Rican CP to this Convention. RIVERAS had 
to be helped onto the stage and it was noted that his head 
was in bandages and he seemed to be in pain. 

PAT TOOHEY extended the greetings of the Convention 
to him and presented him with some flowers. 

This Puerto Rican delegate spoke completely in 
Spanish and his comments were translated by JESUS COLON. 
RIVERAS criticized the sharp attack by United States 
Imperialism on the Puerto Ricans and described this attack 
as the worst in history. At the outset of his comments he 
also said that he felt his injuries were not the result of 
an "accident", but that this was the result of the work of 
the Capitalist forces possibly trying to prevent his 
attendance at this Convention. 

At this time two resolutions were introduced, one 
which wished RIVERAS a speedy recovery and the other was 
that the National Committee set up a plan of work on the 
Latin American situation with particular emphasis on a 
hands-off policy to be played by the United States. In 
speaking about Cuba at this time it was brought out that 
there are three departments in the Cuban Government which 
are headed by Negroes, and' the United States does not 
have any departments which are headed by Negroes. An 
additional resolution instructed the incoming National 
Committee to set up a meeting on the West Coast to deal 
with nothing but the Mexican Question. The incoming National 
Committee should also set up a West Coasil; Commission for work 
among the Mexican people and it should also draft an appeal 
asking the United States people to aid the Latin American 
people in their fight against the sugar trusts, etc. 

JESUS COLON did a lot of talking during this 
particular period. He said that it is the obligation of 
the CP, USA, to support th6se Latin American people in 
their struggle as a part of the general struggle of the 
world proletarian movement. He noted that in Cuba, for 
example, a 15 man land reform committee has already been 
set up and it is the heart and soul of the economy in Cuba. 
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00S!StB^riffliA request was also made Imat post cards, letters, 
telegrams, etCo, be sent to the United States Government 
leadership protesting the fact that the United States had 
taken action in support of BATISTA (the ousted dictator of 
Cuba). It was reported that BATISTA has plans to invade 
Cuba by January, 1960, and reportedly the United States 
Government will try to assist in this invasion. It was 
also pointed out that the United States Government has 
adopted the policy of boycotting and banning shipments of 
arms to CASTRO in Cuba, and also against other countries 
which might subsequently ship the arms to Cuba, while at the 
same time it is allowing BATISTA ^s forces to get arras and 
munitions o A request was made that immediately upon the 
return from this Convention each district act at once with 
re^rd to sending in the protests about this situation, 

^' ^ J?^?4I//^^M^ time the discussion of ^nominations and 

proposals" ^ ' election of members to the new National 
Committee was taken up. At the outset ELIZABETH GUELEY 
ELYNN asked for a vote that WILLIAM Z, FOSTER be Chairman 
Emeritus of the CP, USA, 

efllEtp«^M»jp^ tjj^ j^j^g^ Qf nominees for the position as 

National Committee membeis at large was read* This list 
contained the following s 

EUGENE DENNIS 

GUS HALL 

JIM JACKSON 

HY LUMER 

BEN DAVIS JR. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN ^^ 

JACK STACHEL 

IRVING POTASH 

PHIL 6ART 

HERB APTHEKER 

JESUS COLON 

I ZD 

JIM ALLEN 
AL RICHMOND 
1= ] 

PETTIS PERRY 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
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GERALDINE LIGHTFQQT 



0^^^ 



tKAif. 



WILL VEINSTONE 
ERIC BERT 
GEORGE MEYERS 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
SS GERSON (tied for last place) 

DELL from northern California (tied for last 
place) o 

$i>WVf^^^^.An additional group of persons were on what was 
described as th© "second list" of nominees for the National 
Committee at large j 
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GEORGE MORRIS 



for the 
New York 



liffliTh® following persons were nominated by the districts 



PAUL 

NAT 

LOUIS WIINSIOCK - 

MORT from Buffalo 

MIKE 



BILL ALBERTSON 
Southern California 
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DOROTHY HEALEY 
BEN DOBBS 
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Northern California 

MICKEY LIMA 
ROSCOE 

JUANITA 



Illinois 



[ 



CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 



Michigan 



Ohio 



FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 



CARL WINTER 

I I 



< 



A NTON KRC HMAREK 
I 







o 
O 



Washington State 



BURT NELSON 



Oregon 



The South 



Maryland 



Indiana 



JAKE 



MANNY BLUM 



.flJffli 



bo 
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f 



Wisconsin 



Minnesota 



FRED BLAIR 
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Eastern Pennsylvania 
TOM NAlfelED 




New Jersey 

PAT TOOHEY 
New England 

HOMER CHASE 

e^15J3^3?:^_Jidditioiial names were proposed from the floor to 
be nominees as members of the National Committee at large. 
These included: 

BETTY GANNETT of New York 

JIM TORMEY 

ART 

Committee on Defense of the Party 
by ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 



ri^ELYNN spoke about the defense of the CP and the 
attaclss under the Smith Act. She also brought up the need > 
for establishing the legality of the Party. The resolution 
of this committee criticises the illegal use of Congressional 
investigation committees and the continual harrassment of 
progressives and Communists by the" FBI. Particularly noted 
was the illegal work of the Eastaand Committee, which was 
described as being a committee which was attempting to carry 
out ■'';thought control. 

{K5Sia^fK>»» She also requested that cards and letters be sent 
to ^President EISENHOWER asking for amnesty for GIL GREEN and 
HENRY WINSTON. 
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COKigJI^n^GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT was proposed for chairman of the 
afternoon session and was accepted, 

^ Report on the Youth Resolution By A 
White Male National Youth Leader 

QQ0^^^tMAjJ!his person reported that 18 resolutions on youth work 
and; the youth question were turiied in* In introducing the 
resolution on youth work, he stated that the document reflects 
the CP position on youth worko He said there was strong criticism 
of the Party in its youth work, particularly with reference to 
Negro-white unity, youth on the farms and the educational status 
in the schools. Some adults still say that the youth problem 
is still their own problemo 

COWro^n also spoke about school integration and the Youth 
Mar<^ on Washington* 

' ^^m^m0ili^ In discussing the youth issues of today, he pointed 
out that the resolution states that the Districts should establish 
the political responsibilities for youth work in mass participa- 
tion in organizational f oruH^ for non-Party youths We should 
look for the emergence of an independent youth organization. 
Another point set out is that the Party should fight for the 
right of youth to get free education without a lot of restrictions. 
There should also be a fight for: 

a) Federal financing of youth education* 



< . 
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b) Expansion of the money appropriated for youth work, 

c) End of the military draft o 




qEKTiAlL 2^ ^Yxe discussion which followed this main report on 
ycmth^work, the following comments were noted: 

DANNY (Believed to be from 
Eastern Pennsylvania) 



Cfiil€ID)Bl^>%^2[e said that the college students in general are now in 
the lead on the peace question and that Negro students are in the 
lead on the Civil Rights question and desegregation. The Party 
must unravel a full grown youth program around the present 
situation^ 
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He made a motion which was seconded that the resolution 
C(Sl^^^^SSWwork, as presented by the Youth Committee, be accepted, 
however J no vote was taken on it, at this time* 




jjQlfjpj^i^lAt^^^^l said that the young people should stress 

some of the growing results among the youtho She cited as an 

example that, a member of the CP in a mass organization emerged -^.^ 

as a national youth organiser. She added that we probably cannot b7c 

see it now, but even if there was a change in the society of the 

United States in the very near future ^ we would not be in a 

position to give leadership to youth* (In other words ^ even 

if there was a sudden change to socialism in the United States, 

she felt that the Party would be caught without a pr ogram 

through which youth could be led^) In her comments, | 

indicated the need for a Marxist youth organiaation^ 

S^ AL From California ^ 

■^ ■■If >-iii ■» ■■I M l. ■■! I td J . ■ I i wun i u i I I I 

COSSS^liw^^^ Although this period was mainly devoted to the youth 
quei^txon, AL spoke on the Mexican situationo In his comments 
he noted that this is the^ first time in five years that he knew 
of that an attempt had been made to deal with the Mexican questiono 
He said the Party has had political representation in the Mexican 
groups as, far back as fifteen years ago^ but this is the first 
time that he has heard it mentionedo He added that he felt 
the UN resolution on discrimination applies to the problems of 
the Mexicans in the United States, particularly those in 
California* They have to try to make economic advances against 
the tremendous odds of discrimination^ They also have a disadvan- 
tage with respect to political representation in goveriment 
and in their educational f acilitieSo 

CCS^^S^'^-^'*^ He added that a parasapunt question for our Party to 
consider as an immediate task is the developing of a Party program 
for a solution to the problems of the Mexican people c This is 
particularly important in the light of the recent Latin-- American 
and Cuban situations » 




From Chicago 



(itiMIl^lfe^^ ^ "I made a favorable speech in which he said that b7c 
we have waited until a lot of work piled up on us on youth work 
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before taking actiorio Now we have a very good beginning for a 
mass-based youth movement. He said this is particularly so 
in the Illinois District, The youth are now beginning to move 
in Chicago, 



[)^CI^_^£ 



\& an example of thiSi he cited the Chicago Youth 
Council on Human Relations, which he described as a group which 
discusses school integration^ housing, marriage problems and 
the general moral concepts among youths. 



^^A Young Male From 
Detroit y Michigan 




SBN^riAIi 



^-"" .MS person spce i. a -a..e. .Mc. .„a.cat.a .e is 
very keen and a potential leader in the Party, His comments were 
so well received by the Convention that upon completion he was 
given loud applause, 

c^^lWEK'I^^l^Jlt this time the resolution on youth work was voted upon 
and carried unanimously. 

eo3S!S^{a^riJ^ were then read from the CP of Western 
Germany to the Convention, 

Report on the Constitution Committee 

BURT NELSON 




iMxAt this time several recommendations and changes in the 
USA Constitution were read. These were as follows: 



^'ARTICLE II, 
Purposes 



Section 1, 
activity" 



Add to line 5 after "political 



(a) to attain a peaceful world so that the 
American people and all mankind may work out their 
destiny freed from the shadow of nuclear war; 

(b) to attaiin full equality for the Negro people 
by banishing jim crow and realizing the fraternal 
unity of I^egro and white; ] 
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ARTICLE III, 
Membership 



^ARTICLE IV* 



e^. 



Structure 



ARTICLE V. 




lAIi 




Section 4* Line 8, delete C^if feasible") 

Line 9, after "good standing" add: 

They may, however^ apply for readmission within 
six months, and upon approval of the club, be 
permitted to pay all back dues and maintain 
their former standing. 



-^Section 2* Page 9, line 7, after by-laws, add the 

§ word or, 

line 'S7 delete (or state 
committee) , retain "may 
determine" • Delete all that 
follows up to end of line 23, 

Retain balance of page* 

'-^ Page 10, line 2, delete (at large) 



^ 



line 6, delete all material 
starting with (a vacancy among 
member^ and ending with 
(vacancy occurred) on line 12* 



National Organization Section 1, Page 12, line 8, delete (within the 

first six months of the year) . 

Section 4. Page 13, line 12, delete (at least 90 

days) • Add four months , to 
reads 

Prior to regular National 
Conventions, four months shall 
be provided for discussions, 
etc* 

Section 5, in the present Constitution has been 
deleted by referendum* 
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New Section 5 to read: 



Section 5* 




That each National Convention 
determine the number of members of 
the National Committee and that 
election be by secret ballot T 



New Section 6 to read j 



Section 6. 



The National Committee shall be 
elected at the Nattonal Convention 
in the following manner; That State 
Conventions shall make nominations 
to the National Committee of any 
member of the Party eligible in their 
own or any other State o SucE 
nominations together with any other 
nominations made directly at the 
Convention shall appear on tEe 
election ballot at the National 
Convention unless a nominee has in 
the meantime declined. 




That in the election of the 
National Committee all areas of the 
country be included with due regard to 
the size of the membership and the 
^aracter of the state organization. 

Present Section 6 then becomes Section 7* 

Section 7 will then reads 

Section 7o Vacancies shp^ll be filled by the 
majority vote of the National 
Committee. Members may be recalled 
Tor cause by the affirmative vote of 
two- thirds of t?he members of the 
National Committee. 

Present Section 7 becomes Section 8o 

Present Section 8 becomes Section 9. 

Present Section 9 becomes Section 10. 
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fPage 15, line 6 from the bottom, 
Change to read: In fulfillment of its duties 

Instead of (in connection with 
its duties) 

Present Section 10 becomes Section 11. 

yPage 16, last line, change to read: at least 

twice a instead of: (at 
least four times a) 



^ 3f! 3fC 



^ ARTICLE VI 

M Rights and Duties of Members 




[iXii^Section 1* page 18, line 14 delete (They also 

have the right in accordance with 
Section 2 of this Article, to dissent 
from decisions which have been made*) 

line 18, change to read: 

Members should be active in carrying 
out the program of the Party, to 
read and circulate its press and 
literature, to increase their know- 
ledge of scientific socialism and 
to attend club meetings regularly o 



^/ARTICLE VII 



C<)a9j)&^^Iigi^Section 12, page 21, line 10, delete (without 

prejudice) 







i^isciplinary Procedure a nd 
Appeals '~ 




Section 3v: 



Page 22, line 8, add ^ter 
"any member" or party 
committee 

line 13, add after "in 
that club" Clubs or 
individual members may 
request the help of the 
next higher committee on 
such charges o 
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y line 16 5 after "trial committee" 

(i^iim^MSXJ^^B.dd^ of the club or appropriate 
/\ higher Party body» 

rjIjUIi Section 6« Page 23, line lo After "Any Member" 

add or committee » 




/N All of the suggested changes were accepted* Prior 
to the acceptance of these amendments and changes a hassle 
developed in the Convention because someone wanted to amend the 
changes and have the proposed changes discussed on the club level 
prior to their acceptance o It was felt by some that this highest 
Party body should not act on it before the lower Party bodies 
had a chance to give their views ^ This was subsequently put to a 
motion, however, and was not carried o 

e^^S^^SlJf!^ Another motion was that this Convention should give the 
incoming National Committee the right to choose its own officers, from 
chairman of the Party c, on down, with only WILLIAM Zo POSTER being 
continued as chairman emeritus^ through the work of this Convention. 
This motion also did not carry* 

^ENIIAIi At this time the Convention concluded this session. 




Sf'tlAI* The final day's session of the CP^USA National Convention 
¥egd^ at approximately 10 s 30 A. M^ on December 13, 1959 « ANTON 
KRCHMAREK of Cleveland gave a report on the Nationality Groups 
Commit teeo In his report he proposed that a nationality group 
commission and local nationality groups committees be set up. 
This motion was carried^ 

C<)!S®M^ this time JACK KLING was called upon to give a report 
on '^he work of the Jewish Committee and he said that the report 
was not ready as they had some work to do on ito He said that 
some complications had come up and requested more time for 
deliberation and discussion* This was granted by the Convention* 



jtriAiIi_At the same time KLING made a recommendation to the 
National Committee that it finalise a program for the 
United States on the Jewish question* He suggested that this 
program be around housing and a>mnesty for Jewish people in a 
foreign land,, This recommendation was carried. 




• 





TIM 



b6 
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aXfS^^^ spoke about the f lowex's which were on the stage, 
f^that they had come from the ILGWUo She added these 
beautiful womea have been the base for the trade union movement 
in the needle trades through their struggles « 

QQmSj^lMx She then digressed to speak about some of the oil 
msdgnets who work on the American Jewish Committee and said they 
are not representative of the Jewish people o We have got to 
make it definite in the Party that unequivocally the Jewish 
people are a part of the working class and are not among the 
millionaires She al^o commented upon a publication on the Jewish 
question which came out in 1930 « 

g^3gp^K^'TlAI» ^^ ^j^ji^g. ended the discussion on this phase of the 
Convention^ a motion was passed to adopt the proposals made by 
JACK KLINGo The motion was that the National Committee finalize 
the question which KLING had raisedo This motion was carried,. 




^^ 



GUSH ALL For the 
Presiding Committee 

CfiSPI^5riiiL g^j^ gg^i^ ^^ ^^^ outset that usually when he comes 
to take the floors some problem has come before the Convention 
of a serious nature* He added lightly that this was not the case 
because this time he wanted to speak about the nominations for 
the National Committee^ He said the leadership wanted to do 
away with tte old type of nomination* The membership on the 
National Committee should reflect the Party *s interest in the 
Negroes p women j, industrial work and youth, along with the newer 
Latin-American situation* He added that the list of nominees 
prepared by the various Districts had been reviewed and it did not 
indicate that emphasis had been given to women and Negroes, 
For this reason the Presiding Committee was proposing that the 
National Committee members ^elected at-^large be increased 
from 15 to 25* The committee felt that that would give a better 
chance for more people to become involved in the leadership* 



CO«!I^H^CIAIIi H^ then suggested three things that District organizers 
should do in their Districts s 

C^^riAa»_]L) Take ideological steps to stop further deterioration 
dx the Party and guard against disruption of objectivity* 



^ 
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2) Have flexibility (in their program) . 

3) Guard against subjectivity ♦ 

He continued^j saying he thought the Convention, in its 
deliberation^ was ©ailing a halt to political extremes in the 
political life of the Party^ This kind of extreme will no 
longer be tolerated in the Party; 

At this point he said that there is a special problem 
which needed to be taken care of at this tirne^ This concerned 
the recommendation of the Appeals and Audit Committee to report 
on the appeals which were brought before it and give an audit 
of the books of the CP« He also said he wanted to correct an 
idea that some people have, that the Appeals Committee of the 
Party is a partial committee* He wanted it known that the Appeals 
Conimittee is a control committee of the Party (and. is not 
partial in its decisions) o 

The report of the Appeals Committee that HARRY HAYWOOD 
continue to be kept out of the Party because of a charge .of 
"dual Party activity" was carried with 14 abstention and .1 against* 
A small floor fight developed in the Convention on this with 
some people saying that HARRY HAYWOOD had so much to offer the 
Party* The committee recommendation was sustained, however, and 
he is still out of the Party^ In opposition it was istated that 
if HAYWOOD was so capable a person, he should have known better . 
than to have dealt in dual Party activity* 



DICLASSIFICATIOM AUTHORITY M1I¥ID FROM: 
FBI AUTOimilC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 0Z-1S™Z01Z 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM *** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO s DIRECTOR, FBI ClOO-3-69) DATEs /^'^S-<^ 

FROM • SAC, CHICAdo ClOO-33741) _ 



SUBJECT; 



CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



who has furnished reliable information 

in the past, orally advised ©n December 16 and 18, 1959 of 
the 17th National Convention, Communist Party, USA, held 
at the Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Avenue, New 
York City, on December 10 through 13, 1959. Informant 
at tended the rnnvpnti n n as a guest. Information fukiished to 

This information was reduced to narrative form, 
auth enticated by the informant and is retained in Chicago 
file I I 
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] also furnished a 



On December 16, 1959, | 

voluminous amount of literature which he received" at the 
Convention. The Bureau has received this material \i^hich 
has been photostated and retained in this Chicago files. 



Report follows; 



ii|. - Bureau 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Memtoership) ^ 

Funds) 

Factionalism) 

International Reiationig) 

Politiqal Activities) 

Legislative Activities) 

Domestic Administrative Issues) 

Strategy in Industry) 

Negro Question) 

Youth Matters) 

Women *s Matters) 

Pamphlets and Publications) 

Education) 
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3 - Baltimore ^„_.^ 



1 - 100-l2k61j.'iUi:*, USA - Organization) 
- Boston (El) ^ 



1 - 100- 775 (HOMER CHASE) 
- BuJfal'oiS'^^^^ ^^^ -organisation) 



1 - 100- 



1 - 100- iuF, USA - organization) 

- Cleveland (RM) 



i I 100-222 ^^^Q^ KRCHMARRtr^ 

5 - DetroJ^i^f ^^^' ''"^ ■ Organizatipp) 

1 - 100-13i,.20CCARL WIHIER) 
1 - 100-.i374o£2EIJiUIHTER) 
1 - 100-811.82 |"~" I 

2 - i^iiaSiM ^if-WA ?.arganii.ation) 
1 - l'00-9529 (MAIHY BLUM) 
1 - 7xOO-li093(CP, USA - Organization) 

6 -. Los Angeles (RM) 
/ 1 - 100-101.86 (DOROTHY HEALEV^ 



100-5e573[ 



1 - lOO-Ij.663 (BM bOfeBS) 

1 - 100- . - • (PETTIS PERRY1 

. 1 - 100-2L:76f^ ^ 

, 1 - 100-2?04il(CP, USA - organization) 
2 - Mxlwaukee. (RM) 

^ 1 - 100-k ■ (FRED BLAIR) 
"i : i.~ 100-it2»I (CP, USA - Organization) 

yi - Mxnneapolis ( Rm) 

1 - 100-371 ■ 

1 - 100-1902 
1 - IOO-I878 
2 - Newark (RM) 



\,Kiv, USA - Organization) 



1 - 100-i9|9i(PAT TOOHEY) 

1 - 100-i,.28J4. (CP, USA - Organization) 
continued on iii 
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51 - New York (RM) 

1 - 100-18065 (JACK STACHEL) 

1 - 100-2382^ (BENJAMIN DAVIS . JR . ^ 

^ "■ i?Srl^§'^^ (WILLIAM L. ^ATTTCBsnw> 
100-2ii89ir 
100-ll8l-72|. 

100-I59i|.6 '(JAMES tOEMEY) 
100-13if83 (BETTY GANNETT) 
100-93665: ' 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
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- 100 , 

- 100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 

- 1004|.Q033 (IRVING POTASH) 

- 100-26016 (LOUIS WEINSfOCK) 

- 100-3-2826 (JAMES ALLEN! 

- 100-56579 (PHIL BART) 

- 10?-f ??23 (ERIC BERT) 

" }S?-^^i'^^ <SI GERSON) , 

- 101-559. (JESUS COLON)* 

- 10^-J°7o5^ (JAMES JACKSON) 

- 100405078 (HY LUMER) ^ 

- 100-50094 ■ ^ ^ 

- 100-79937 



100-80532 • (HERBERT 

100-129629 (WILLIAM _^ 

100-1696 (m.TTJAn-Rim r: 

100- '^ 

100- 

100-13203 

1 00-^:3 W 




(GEORGE MORR IS) 






FLYNN) 



1 



100-J6k07l]. I ^ 

100-8^99i|; (GUS HALL) 

100-16021 (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 

100- (cp, USA - Membersihip) 



contnnued on iv 
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1 
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100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 



USA 



3 - 



2 - 



3 - 



w,^.- - Funds) 

USA' - Factionalism) 

USA - International Relatiqnis) 

- Political Activities) 

- legislative Activities) 

- Domestic Administration Issues) 

- Strategy in Industry) 

- Negro Question) 

- Youth Matters) 

- Pamphlets and Publications) 

- Education) 

- Brief to Establish Illegal Status) 

- Attempt to Infiltrate Mass 
Organizations) 

100- ("The Worker") 

100- • - (Amnesty for GIL GREEN and HENRY WINSTON) 

10O-8061j.mCP, USA - Organization) (17th National Conveat 

Philadelphia (RM) 

1 - 6^" 1686 .(TOM NABRIED) 

I 



(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 



USA 
USA 
USA 
USA 
USA 
U^A 
USA 
USA 
USA 
USA 
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1 - 100- ' 

1 - 100-31723 

Portland (RM) 



(CP, USA - Organization) 



1 - 
1 - 
St. 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 



100- _ 

100-3952 

Louis (KM) 

1-6970 



(CP, USA - Organization) 



6 - 



100 
100-^ o 

100-7781 

San Francisco 
I _ ■6l._398 

\ : m^ 

1 - 100-277il^7 
San Juan (RM) 
1 - 100 
1 - 100- 
Seattle (RM) 

1 - 100- 127 

1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 
continued on v 



(CP 
(RM) 

(MICKEY LIMA) 



USA - Organization) 



: 



2 - 



3 - 



(AL RICHMOND) 

(CP, USA - Organization) 

(JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 
(CP, USA - Organization) 



(CP, USA - Organization) 
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1 - Washington Field 

1 - 100- <CP, USA - Organization) 
30 -r Chicaao 



1 - 100-644 
1 - lOp-3470 
1 - 100-21073 
1 - 100-33148 
1 - 100-12890 
1 - lOp-1^459 
1 - 100-29709 
1 - 100-18457 
1 - 100-3313 
1 - 100-2748 
1 - Bl-867 
1 - 100-12789 
1 - 100-30108 
1 - 100-20278 
1 - 100-20289 
1 - 100-4031 
1 - 100-22483 
1 - 100-13763 
1 - 100-24020 
1 - 100-8261 
1 - 100-35162 
1 - 100-18953 
1 - 100-18963 
1 - 100-18961 

1 - 100-17977 

1 - 100-18954 

1 - 100-1949/ 

1 - 100-34438 



CMQERIS CHILDS) 
CLESTER DAVIS^ 



b6 
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b7D 



(EARL DURHAM) 



(JACK KLIHG) 
,CSAM KUSHNER) 
(CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
CGERALDY^ LIGHT FQOTt 




CCo)ttinfil, NAACP) 

(Afro-American Heritage Association) 



Organization) 
Factionalism) 
International 



(GP, USA, Illinois District 
(CP, USA, Illinois District 
(CP, USA, Illinois District 

Relations) 
(CP, USA, Illinois District - Political 

Activities) ' . , ■ ■ 

(CP, USA, Illinois District - Legislative 

Activities) 
(CP, USA, Illinois District - Domestic 

Administration Issues) 
(CP, USA, Illinois District - Attempts to 

Infili;rate Mass Organizations) 
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Chicago y Illino4.s 
December 16, 1959 



The 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, 
USA J, w^ held at the Hotel Theresa, 125th Street ana 7th 
Avenue, New York City, on December 10, 11, 12 and .13, 1959* 



. There 
among the members 
for most of tt 
of the Convention 
Illinois, advise 
Chicago that the 
guests until 7s 00 
pointed out to 
the morning of the 



confusion as to the start of the Convention 
of the delegation from Chicago^, which accounted 
icago delegation missing the first day. session 

CayilDDE LICaaTFOOT, chairman of the CP of 

I a nufm>er of the delegates and guests from 
Convention would not be open for delegates 



Pom« 0& Bece^er 10, 1959o When it ^as 



the Convention 

not known if they 
they were in 



and 



that tke Convention had started ok 
10th, he ^tatM that he had received. erroneous 



iMiiri<inl^l% were known to have attended 
of the large niunber of people, it is 

all sessions^ of the Coxftr^ntion, but 
at least one da;^ of the Convention: 
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N€)w,York Delegation 



JACK- ST^^EL 
BEMAMm DAVYS. .TO. 



ft fTRp 




[ 



] 



IR¥IHG POTASH 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

PHIL B4RT 
ERI£ BERT 
SI .GIRSON 
MSVS COLON 

J^ISES JACKSON 



WILLIAM L» PATTERSON 



JAMES T0BME7 



C 



HERBERT . APTHEKER 
WILLIiUI ALBBRTSON 
ELIZABETH GDRLEZ FLYBN 
AARON — 
NINO — 
£EQ^£iE_MQBRIS 



GUS HALL 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
H7 LUMER 



1 - 



• 


# 


^ 
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Chlcagp. D 
[ 

■ 


elegation 


ernate- delegate) 
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MOI^RIS qttlLDS . 

LESTER DAYIS 

1 ICalt 


EiUEy[.J)UBHdM.. 
FLO HALL 


. 






(guest) 
(gue^t) 




JACK ELING 
Sm KUSgiiER 
CtATJDE Lite 

.miamm li 


FOOT 






(ifepresei^ting youth) 


1 






MOLLIE WEST 










(guest) 


Baltimore 




^ 


^ORGE MiyER 






Northern California 






,..,-. . 1 


JUANITA — 
MICKEY LIBIA 


] 




- 




ROSCOE .— 
AL RICHIiOKD 


. Southern Galifornia 








DOROTH? HEALEY 

1 
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— DOBBS 
PEll'IS PERRY 
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Eastern Pennsylvania 



THOMAS NABRY (phonetic) 

- (from Phila4elphia^ represienting youth) 



-Michigan 



r^ARI. WYTCTIgR 



COLEMAN 



bb 
b7C 



(Negro mala) 



Minnesota 



Ohio 



ED -^ 



KRGHHABEE 



Maryland 



Missouri 


CQr&T&!&e 


JAKR — 






1 


New England 





HOMER CHASE 
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New . jTersey 



. -<^ 


PAT TOOHEY 




Indiana 


MANNY BLUM 




South 








T. ROBINSON 
S. ERASER 
CORNELIUS — 




Oregon 






1 




1 (phonetic) 


Washington State 




.... -- 


BURT. NELSON 




Wispongin 







^-, 
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FRE!^ BLAIR 



In addition to the above, the folldwi^K were also 
known to have, attended: 



MORT ^ (from Buffalo) 



CALVIN «. 
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Only the last few minutes of the first day's session 
was observedo At that time, PAT TOOHEY was elected temporary 
Chairman of the Latin American Affairs Committee * The motion 
was also passed that JIM ALLEN would conduct a meeting on 
Party Principles in the absence of MOLLIE WEST, the Chaix*man from 
Illinois who would arrive at the Convention the following day. 
The Convention adjourned about 6s 30 pom* 

The following individuals met after the Convention 
on December 10, 1959, to discuss the Negro Question Resolution: 

CLAUDE LIcaiTFOOT « Chairman 
LESTER DAVIS 



he 

b7C 



PKPTIS PESRY 
PAUL ROBESON^ JRo 
JAMES JACKSON 



LICSHTFOOT spoke on the Negro Question and highlighted 
the fact that the CP must overcome its isolation from the main- 
stream of the masses, and must take a positive approach towards 
the Negro Questiono The slogan "self-determination" will have 

to be el imitated o 

LICaffiTFOOT then outlined thirteen points which the CP 
must solve in regard to the Negro people, each point relating 
to the rebuilding of the party. 

PETTIS PERRY was opposed to the dropping of the slogan 
"self- determination o" Before such steps would be taken to drop 
it, he wanted to go on record that this question be studied and 
evaluated* The Negro people do constitute a nation, in his 
opinion o 
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PAUL ROBBSONj, JE* supported PIOTIS PERRY in retaining 
the slogan of self-determination. 

JIM JACKSON made a speech supporting CLAUDE LICaBPTFCOT 
in dropping the slogan of self-deterBliiiation« 

A resolution was made to accept the main line of the 
Negro Resolution and drop the slogan of self-determination* 
When the resolution came to a vote, there was a debate about 
dropping the slogano 

PSraiS PERRY was able to get an amendment to the main 
line of the Negro Resolution that the slogan of self-detea:minati©n 
will be considered for further study o 

Morning Session 

December 11, 1959 

This session convened at 10s 30 aom* and was chaired by 
PAT TOOHEY, New Jersey State Chairman of the CP, 

Remarks by LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

WEINSTOCK advised that he concurred in the keynote 
address of GUS HALLo WEINSTOCK said that he had recently visited 
Europe and talked with trade union people there, and was impressed 
with the esteem that the people of Europe hold the CP, USAo 
WEINSTOCK also talked of the disagreement among the trade union 
committee held the previous laighto 

Remarks by CARL WINTER 

CARL WINTER questioned the interest of American newspapers 
in the Convention, when these papers branded the Party as weak and 
ineffectual o WINTER'S remark was based on an attempted interview 
by a ^*New York Times" reporter who attempted to interview one of 
the delegates, AL RICHMONDo 

- 9 - 
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WINTER react greetings f^r^om the Central Committee of the 
CP of the Soviet Union to the CP, USA, for struggling for the 
liberties and living conditions of the American working class. 
The CPSU commended the CP, USA, for maintaining the principles 
of Marxism-^Leninism and fighting the factionalistSo 

WINTBE also announced that the Party had received 
greetings from the Communist Parties of Sweden, Hungary, England, 

and Australiao 

PAT TOOHEY announced that JUAN SMTOS RIVERA, President 
of the CP of Puerto Rico, wa^ supposed to attend the Convention, 
but was in the hospital because of an auto accident o A coimaittee 
had been fo^^ed to vl^it RIVERA in the hospital c - ^ 

Remarks by JAMES JACKSON . 

' JAMES JACKSON spoke on the World Communist Movement and 
stated that the Party is still leading in the fight for peace 
and friendship with the Soviet Uniono He stated that the Party 
has grown in prestige since the last Convention^ He stated that 
the CPj USA, and the Parties of the other nations, have a common 
bond in their fight for the working classes of all nations o He 
stated that the Parties of the various nations owe their allegiance 
to their own nations and . class first and are not bound to the CP 
of the Soviet Uniono 

JACKSON stated that Sov/st- American friendship is growing 
and that the CP is leading the colonial peoples of South America 
and Africa in their fight for freedom. 



Remarks by 



] stated that the CP in San Francisco is 



he 

b7C 



promoting trade and peace with China and promoting social welfare 
programs 

He stated that party morale has been low but things are 
changing for the Party o He said they have started classes for 
young people and e:spect to recruit these young people into the 

Party o 

^ 7 ^ 



# 



CG 100-^33741 

Report on the Trade Union Resolution 
by IRVING POf ASH 

IRVING POTASH gave a report on the Trade Ujaion Resolution, 
stating that the Trade Union Coimaittee had come to a general agree- 
ment on the Resolution^ He stated that the Trade Union Committee 
should put further emphasis on the Landrxim- Griff in Bill, the 
steel strike, and the role of youth o The committee should also 
act on the farm-labor question in California and the problem of 
automationo 

Afternoon Session 
December 11, 19j59 



This session convened about 2s 30 pomo 
was elected Chairman of this sessiouo 

Remarks by| | for Presiding Committee 

,: _ I I made the following proposals for the 

Presiding Committee: 

lo No committees shall meet while the Convention is 
in sessiox^o 

2o Proposed a committee to visit JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, 
President df the CP of Puerto Rico, who is in the hospital « 

3o Concerning procedure at the Convention, the speakers 
shall give a report, which will be followed by discussion and 
then offer any amendments o 

4o There shall be two speakers ^or and two speakers 
against a proposal with a time limit of three minutes for each 
proposal o 

The above proposals were voted upon and carried by 
the Convention o 

- 8 - 
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Remarks^ by KRCHMARCK . on the Steel Strike 

KRCH1SAR6K said that the steel strike in an example of 
the increasing offensive by the monopolies against 1;he v^orking 
classeso KRCHMARCK highlighted the fact that autoaation will 
cause the loss ©f ti:{iousands of jofoSo He emphasized that the 
CP must take a stronger role in the Trade Union Uqvement, and 
particularly in the steel strike o .. , , 



called for Communists in the trade unions b( 



to work for more trade with the Socialist nations* b7c 



HEALY, from California, emphasized the struggle 
of the Party as an anti-monopoly coalitiono 



BLIM, from Indiana, called for the Party to 
strengthen and encourage the steel workers in their strike 
against monopoly o 



Chairman 



{ 



announced that the proposal on the 



Trade Union Resolution aad been carried 



ReM^rks by CLATOE LIGBTFOOT on th e Negro R esolution 

CLAUDE laieaaTFOOT announced that the Committee on the 
N^ro Question h^d unanimously commended JIM JACKSON for his 
fine work on the Negro QuestioUo 

LI^^'FOOT stated that the Committee had worked into 
the early hours on the Resolution and that the Committee agreed 
to follow the main line of the Resolution o He stated that the 
Committee had voted to drop the slogan '^self-detexiainatien'* 
but that this was not meant to minimize the importance of the 
Negro Question o 

LKafTFOOT remarked that the Moslem Moveipent was 
growing among the Negro people, and that it was a Nationalistic 
Movement which encourages race pride o 

^ 9 - 
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BABL DURHAM said that he supported the Resolution oa 
the Negro Question, and he felt that the Party has helped in 
the advance of the. Negro people o 

JIM TORMEY agreed that the slogan '^self-determination'^ 
should be dropped o 

I I was of the opinion that the N^^gro 

Resolution should have put more emphasis on the role of youth ^^^ 
and womeno . , . ^^^ 



^ remarked that the Party must depend 

im women in the stniggle and ^that she is one of the ol deist 
Negro women in the Party » 

WILLIAM PATTERSON said that the fight for the rights 
of the Negro is a fight for the rights of all, and he wanted 
the Party to bring before the United Nations the oppression of 
the Negro people? in the United States* 



There was much discussion on the slogan "self-determina- 
tion'', and whether a vote could be taken on the Resolution with 
the opposing opinions on the slogai^o 

A vote was taken on a motion to defer action on this 
Resolution, v/hich was opposed by the majority <, There was another 
vote on the original resolution and this was adopted. This ses- 
sion w?is then adjournedo 

Evening Session 

December 11, 1959 

""^■'" -«— ■•iB— ■ LB . JI|IIUBI IHIIJII U I 

This session convened about 8:30 p.m« and GEORGE UE7ER 
was pi^eposed and elected as Chairman. 

A greeting from TIM BUCK,. CP of Canada, was played, in 
which he stated that the CP of Calaada had succeeded in weeding 
out the revisionists and that KHRUSHCHEV'S visit was an ending 
of the cold war. 

- 10 - 
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It was azmounceid that EUGSNE DENNIS had suffered a 
stroke and could not attend the Convention. 

Report hy BEN DAVIS^ JR, on 
the 1 960 Election 

DAYIS listed the following individuals on the Elec- 
tion Comaittee, which can be recalled: 

DOEOmy HEALI ^ 

b6 



j£Y 



ARNQLP JOHNSON b7c 

JACK STACHBL 

DAYIS made an attack on GEORGE MEANY, whom he accused, 
of intejisifying the cold war* He said that the Party must 
take advantage of th6 dissatisfaction in the ranks of labor and 
the Negro people to deyelop a new political movements He 
stated that the Party should pnsU the candidacy of a Negro 
running for the United States- Senate o 

CARL WINTER stressed the importance of peace and co- 
existence o He said that th^ Republicans, who have been regarded 
as the enemy of labor, Txave taken the initiative towards world . 
peace while the Democrats, who are supposed to be the friends 
of labor^ are adopting a cold war policy* 

Report of the C redentials Committee 

The Credentials Committee reported that there was a 

total of 187 people were in attendance, with an additional 41 

for this evening session for a total of 223o Of the 187, the 
following is the breakdown: 

131 regular delegates 

25 alternate del.jfegates 
15 fraternal delegates 
IS visitors 

- 11 ^ 
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The delegates came from the following districts: 

Nq^w York 

JJetw Jersey 

Illinois 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Ne^ England 

Michigan . , . 

Haryland 

Indiana , 

Wisconsin 

Missouri 

State, of Washington 

Oregon 

California 



Minnesotia 
Fl©j?>ida 

It was stated that there was 29 members in attendance 
who were aged 25 to 3So There weire 33 Negroes, 129 males and 
39 females o 

TM.S meeting adjourned about 10:30 p^mo 

Morning Session 

December 12, 1959 

The chairman of this session was CliARENeE HATHAWAY • 
JAMES JACKSON read greetings from the CP of China, in whicfei '^ " 
the CP of China praised the CPj, 0SA, in its fight for democracy 
and world peace, and defending the rights of the working classes. 
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Party Organization by PHIL BART 

BMT said. that the Committee on Party Organization was 
mainly coneerne.d ^ith the amendments to the Resolutions concern- 
ing the United Front Movement. BART stressed the importance of 
the party club in the mass work of the Party o He pointed out 
the importance of recruiting women, particularly Negto wotoen, , 
He said this resolution should be discussed by the clubs, after 
which proposals should be adopted by the districts* 

BETTY GAMEIT on Education 

BETTY GANNETT gave an emotional talk on education 
by the Party and the necessity of developing the Party cadrOo 
She said that the American people are more receptive to Socialist 
because of the lessening of the cold war tensionso 



I said that thersfef must be more people in mass 



work and there must be a closer relationship between the mraibers 

and the Party l^aderso He stated that the members and leaders ^^ 

have not been working togethero The committee has decided that ^^ 

the districts should have coUhcils at which the club chairman 

and the members of the state cdMaittee can wo^ together^ This 

will result in fishing resporisibility for decisions a|id policy o 

MORT on Par ty Rebuilding 

MORT introduced a resolution on rebuilding the Party, 
in which the Convention propose a recruiting drive to increase 
the membership ten per cent by May Day, 1960 • This resolution 
was adopted o 
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GERALD^NE HGBlTgOOT 

C^IBitDS^NE LIOffTFOOT said that members should rebuild 
the Party by intensifying their activities and role in the 
United front o LIGB^FOOT named the Afro- American Heritage 
Association in Chicago as an oa^gani^ation where successful 
mass work has been doneo LIGHTFOOT passed out pamphlets 
on the Afro- American Heritage Association to the Coriventiono 

THOMAS NABRY 

NABRY said that GUS HALL^ s report set f oi^th the manner 
ii^ which the Party can be rebuilt and unifiedo He^aid that 
the Party must fight revisionism and factionalsimo IPhe clxib 
must be. strengthened because it is through the clubltiat the 
Party reaches the masses <» 



bo 
b7C 



I I read a letter from a political group; at 
Columbia University, which invited EUGENE DENNIS to addfress 
the undergraduates o 



JUANITA 

JUANITA read the Party *s resolution on women and 
stressed the importance of the women's role in the Party. 
She said that particular attention must be paid by the Party 
to the role of the Negro and Messican womeuo She illustrated 
the lack of success of the Party among Negro women by /the 
few Negro women who were present at the Convention. 
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WILLIAM PAa:TERSON 

■ ■tlWIII.^ M llllI I.I .■■l-llll — -. I, — ,.^ ^ 

PATIERSON said that the fund quota of $75,000 for 
"The Worker" was not reached and that a fund drive for "The 
Worker" be set in early 1960. 

JACK STACHEL 

-1 --■-'- - -I " II 

JACK STACHEL proposed that the "Daily Worker" be 
published again by I960.: -,: i^^ ^ ^^^ > } 

Natuonal Committee by GUS ^HALL 

GUS HALIj proposed that the National Committee be 
composed of .50 members, of which 15 would be at large, and 
35 elected from the various districts • iv. 

Afternoon Sessic>n Deceiaber 12, 1959 

^ GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT was. elected Chairman of this 
sessipji^ ^- 1? .;: 

BILL AIiBERTSON^s report on Youth , \ \ 

^ ' BILL ALBEBTSON gav^ thp report by^ the Youth 
Committee and said that American youth are showing a new 
interest in Socialism. He said.r^$his was shq^ in the Youth 
Festival in Vienna ahd the ie^arch on Washington . ALBE^TSON 
proposed that the Party set up a Na;fcional Committee on 

^'Youtbt^,^ ' . :i ^:> J. 



] ; ^o ifci :.,th-t Y.:^r^i 



31 i~. ^' ^ Ivan ; ho^^^uH^ -^ t b6 

r:^^' I I praised ALBERTSQHy for doing a b7c 

good yob on the youth report . .^ ^ i xm : 

DANyY.fyom Philadelphia 

■"/^^rV" '^DjSNNY'^said that youth rmist be educated to know that 
tlie i^H ma irit enemy is monopoly,. ^ '' ^ -; "^ mi^' 
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1^ 



tvam fihln agoa Illinois . 



. .. , .said that the most important issue 

m the civil rights issue has been in integrating the 
schools. He said that the youth have not been trained for 
® i-'-i®^ ^°^^ ^^ industry, particularly Negro youth, who 
get few skilled jobs in industry. ^ ^ ^ > 

It was announced that the resolution on youth was 

Report by BURT NELSON on CP Constitution 

*!. «« NELSON proposed tljat the National Committee change 
th^ CP Constitution so that it conformed with the principles 
of Democratic Centralism. 

This motion was approved by the Convention. 
Morning Session December 13. 1959 



acted as chai;!^an of this session. 



bo 
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JACgg KLING. on, Jewish Question 

:\ JACK KLING criticized the National Committee for 
not having properly prepared the resolution on the Jewish 
Question. KLING wanted the CP to take a stronger sta^d on 
the problems of the Jewish Community and support Israel. 

GUS HALL 

GtJS HALL said that the Pre.sfiding, : Committee proposed 
that the members at large on the National Committee be in- 
creased from 15 to 25^7bring the National Committee up to a 
total of 60. This motion was approved. 

TOM NABRY 

TOM NABRY stated that the Party must rid itself 
of factipnalists which weaken the strength of the Party ♦ 

MORRIS CHILDS 

MORRIS CHILDS gave a financial report on the Party, 
He stated that the income of the Party for the first nine 
months of 1959 was $92,000, and that the Party presently 
has a surplus of $2,200. 

JUAN SANTOS RIVERA 

JUAN SANTOS RIVERA of Puerto Rico spoke in Spanish 
which was translated into English by JESUS COLON. RIVERA 
sent greetings from the CP of Puerto Rico to the CP, USA, and 
told how he had been hit by a drunken driver when leaving a 
taxi at a f riend'^:s house • He said that he had sent a 
cablegram to the CP in New York to meet him at the airport, 
however, the cablegram was delayed and no one met hinn at the 
airport. He blamed the delay in the cablegram and the accident 
on the American Government and capitalists, who were deliberately 
trying to prevent him from attending the Convention, 

- 17 - 
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RIVERA *s x»emarks wer<e r^peived with muplit ejiljliysjt^isw 
by the Convention and flowers w^r^ presented to JEliyEJRA l?y 
PAT T00ffi5Y« 

PAT TOOHSy gave a repprt on h^t%n A^^epicajfi Af ;Ea?.ys 
in which he accused the State Dep^rtmpnt and the F^l pt 
to overthrov; the Cuban Government on 1?ehi^Xf of tj^e S9g£^r 
interests. 

I I gave a report on Cul^a and said tfeat it 

v/as a surprise to him to returi^ to Cijba and sete tl»e ch^jpge,^ 
that have tateen place since th^ QA^TJ^O rejginie. JJe sa^d that 
the economy has changed and there is no lojt^ger povepljy' in Cuba. 
He said frhat the situation of the f sj-rmeyg ' has injprov^d veyy 
much and described a i?.ooperative farm which h^ visited. 

ELIZABBCT GUKLEY JX,YNN proposed thjat WJI.LIAM Z. 
FOSil-;;! be eiecied as honorary ch^irraian of tbe CP, tJSA, 
v/hich v/as adopted hy the Convention. 

FJ,V!SN l.h«.n read a list of 25 niJwes which sbe 
stated were the preferred nominations list of the Pj^esiding 
Comnuttoe. These names were tjjie following: 

w humn 

McX^mimi FLYM 
JACK GTACTinf'U4 
IBYim POTASH 
imXh BOOT (phonetip) 
CLAEHIM-CX-: HATHAWAY 
HEKB'iiJ?:^ APTHB2K33R 
' JIM ALLM 

JISSUJ-J COLON 
AL RXCMONI) 
IffiWSK ALISON 
PETIMS PJSPilY 
ARNOLD JOjmSON 
GKR/^.LDYTO LI GHTFOOT 
I I (from Chioago) f'Jp 

».\MY (from Philadelphia) 
WXLL WEIHSHORE (p^no^elpic) 
ERIC B¥:et 
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WILLIAM PATTERSON 
OEORGE MEYER 
SI GERSON 

The following were known to be nominated by the 
various districts for the National Coniiaittee: 

Southern California 

bb 

b7C 



DOBpTHZ HEALEY 
_'„_. DOBBS 

Northern 'California 

MICKEY LIMA 
ROSCOE — 
JUANITA — 

Indiana 

MANNY BLXm 

Missouri 

SI MARTIN 

Wisconsin 

FRESD BLAIR 

Minnesota 

BEN DAVIS 

Illinois 

CLAUDE LI GHTPOOT 

I I 

3PL0 HALL - b6 

SAM KUSHNER - " b7c 
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' Michigan 

CABL WIOTER 
TOMMT DENNIS 

Ohio 

— . KRCHBIAREK 

After additional nominations > the delegates were 
instructed to vote for a Bxaximum of 60 of which 25 vfere from 
the At Large list and 35 from the states. 

A balloting committee was nominated and approved, 

ELIZABETH GXJRLEY ELlfHN made an attack on the House 
Committee on Un-jfloaerican Activities and stated she would 
write an article which would appear in "Political Affairs" 
in defense of the Party. 

ARNOLP JOHNSON read a cablegram from the CP of 
Japan concerning a treaty between the government of Japan and 
the United States Government retaining American troops in 
Japan <> 

A motion was made to withdraw American troops from 
Japan which was approved o 

GUS HALL gave a summarizing talk in which he stated 
that this Convention has been very successful in unifying 
the Party and fighting factionalism. The Party still has 
some factionalists but the leadership will rid the Party of 
all factionalists 

The election of members to the National Committee 
took considerable time and was completed until about midnight. 
The following is the results of the elections for tlj^e member 
at large and their votes ) 

^ 20 - 



r» 


• 

CG 100-33741 

GUS WAT,L 

SAMY (from East 
Pennsylvania) 
JESUS COLON 
JIM JACKSON 
ELIZABETH FLYNN 
G^O|UI£ ME'XEE 




131 

126 
122 
121 
120 
118 


• 






HKBBERT APTHEKER 




117 




b6 




WILLIAM PATTERSON 




116 




b7C 




CLARENCE HATHAWAY 




111 
110 
109 












IRVING POTASH 




HY LUIER 




109 








PBTfIS PERRY 




107 








BEN DAVIS 




107 








ARNOLD JOHNSON 




106 








EUGENE DENNIS 




104 








GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 




103 








JAMBS ALLEN 




98 








ERIC BUET 




93 
91 
87 






1 1 


AL RICHMOND 




JAJGIC STACHEL 




84 








PHH. BART 




84 








SI GEARSON Cphonetic> 


77 








1 1 


the 


63 
results 


of the ballots 




The following were 




for the districts s 












New England 












HOMER CHASE 












New Jersey 












PAT TOOHEY 












Maryland 












JAKE ^ 














21 









CG 100-33741 

Eastern .Pennsylvania 
TOM NAB^Y (phonetic) 
State of Washington 
BURT'mSQN 
Oregon 

(phonetic) 



South 

To ROBIHSOK 
So FEASBB 
CORUELIUS -. 

Chicago 

CLADDE LI(3HTK)0T 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHWER 



b6 
b7C 



127 
127 



119 



mi 



Minnesota 

_ DAVIS 
Northern California 

JUANITA — 
Wisconsin 

^ BLAIE 
Michigan 

— DENNIS 
Missouri 
C. MARTIN 



123 



117 



123 



116 



122 



In addition to the above, it was le^irned that 
the following were named from the districls, \i^ich district 

- 22 - 



CG 100-33741 

cannot be recalled s 

^ KHCHMApiK 125 
ED _- 
CARL WINTER 

It was learned that SAM KUSHNEH from the Illinois 
delegate was upset over the fact that NATE SHARPS was a 
possible nominee from Illinois for the National Committee 
and therefore displaeeKUSHNER. KUSHNER persuaded SHARPE 
not to run for the National Committee, 
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# 



# 



DECODED COPY 



[m Radio 



Teletype 



DEFERRED 12/2b/59 
TOS WASTiIHGTON AND SAC HEW YORK 

EROM: .-€aC HONOLULU 

CP, USA, MEMBERSHIP, IS DASH C. BE BUPILE ONE HUNDRED DASH lEHREB 
DASH SIXTYEIGHT. REBULET TO NEW YORK DECEMBER TtJO LAST. MEMBER- 
SHIP FIGURE FOR HAWAII WILL REMAIN SHHB. NO COMMUNIST PAHTY 
MEMBERS. 

TOR: 9:39 AM 12/29/59 FJS 
DEC: 11:14.6 PM 12/29/59 ETC 














If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 



FD-36 (Rev, 12-13-56) 
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Date: 12/28/59 



S Transmit the following in 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



-J-. 



^ 



TO:ySAC, NEW YORK 

FgOm SAC7 KNOXVILLE (100-1984) 

/bOMMUNIST PARTY, UsX 
MEMBERSHIP ; 

INTERNAL SECURITY -/C 



Re Bureau letter to New York December 2, 1959, 
requesting membership figures from auxiliary offices for 
quarterly period ending December 31, 1959« 

There are no known individuals identified as 
Communist Party members residing Knoxville Division and 
information from confidential sources and investigation 
failed to reflect information that there is any current 
Communist Party activities, or an active Communist Party 
member in this Division* 

This membership data reflects no change from 
previous quarterly report. There have been no members 
positively, or tentatively, identified during the preceding 
twelve months period as Communist Party members in the 
Knoxville Division, 



S;- New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - CP, USA - Southern Region) 
2 - Knoxville (100-1984) (100-307) 

TAS/emd 
(5) 



M^i.A(^ji 



^.^^^^f^ 






Approved: 




i^mMj® 



Sent 





gent in Charge 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 
FROM 



SAC, BALTIMORE 



DATE: 12/22/59 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 



SUBJECT: INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY SECURITY INFORMANT 



The documentation for this information is as follows: 



b7D 



Identity 

of 

Source 



Date of Activity 

And/or Description Date 

of Information Furn. 



Agent 



Location 



^.who has 
furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past) 



12/12/59, 17th CP 12/16/59 ROBERT C. 

national convention NORTON 

(Written) 



CARE SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THIS 
INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OP THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 



The text of the informant's statement is as follows: 



cc's: 

1 - Washington Field (Registered Mail) 

ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND - D.C. 

3 - Los An geles (Registered Mal l) 






\r 



I 






MEMBERSHIP 
NEGRO QUESTION 






b6 
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1 - Buffalo (Registered Mailj 

ROSEN 



16a New York (Registered Mail) 
i:O0-8064l-Suh B 1-7-TH-N-ApQML CONVENTION 

CpMlBHaSHIE> 

GUS HALL 

BEN DAVIS 

HYMAN LUMER 

JAMES JACKSON 




NL BALTIMORE, MD. 
I DEq. 22, 1959_ 




Copies continued on page lA 

RCN/sms ^,,, . . / 
(25) ''T^^^'^^ 






CC * S X 

16- New York (Registered Mail) (Cont'd) 
IRVING POTASH 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
WILLIAM PATTERSON 
ERIK BERT 
NEGRO QUESTION 
PAMPHLETS 8e PUBLICATIONS 
BILL ALBERTSON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
WOMEN 
YOUTH 



bo 
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4 - Baltimore 

100-12464 ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND 
100-12076 fIEDEGE_MEIEBS 
100>10584 I 



- D.C, 



•lA- 
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"Baltimore, Maryland 
December l6, 1959 

The following report concerns activities at and in 
connection with the 17th CP national convention held 
at the Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Avenue, 
New York City, on December 12, 1959. 

GEORGE MEYERS and I I regular and alternate j^g 

delegates to the convention from the Maryland - D. C. b7c 
District, who were in residence at the Stanford Hotel, 
New York City, got ready to go to the convention at 
about 7:00 AM, MEYERS pointing out that he had to meet 
a subcommittee on elections. 



b6 



MEYERS asked I I if he had anyone in mind to propose 

for National Committee membership, and then stated that b7c 

he intended to support GUS HALL, BEN DAVIS, HYMAN LUMER, 

JAMES JACKSON, IRVING POTASH, HERBERT APTHEKER, WILLIAM 

PATTERSON, ERIK BERT and a few others. MEYERS said that 

he did not see eye to eye with all of these individuals, 

but they were the best of the lot. 



MEYERS then asked 1"^ I i f he wanted to become a National 



Committee member . | | replied that he was interested 
but not if it meant that MEYERS would be denied the 
appointment. I-IEYERS then said that he had discussed 
I I appointment to the National Committee the evening 
before viith GUS H ALL. BE N DAVIS and others, and it had 
been decided that I I would be the National Committeeman 



bo 
b7C 



representing the District while MEYERS would be a 
representative from the Commj.ttee At Large. 

MEYERS said that it was possible he might not get the 
appointment but did not care since more Negroes were 
needed on the National Committee. 



MEYERS then told | | that during the da y there would 

be an unof ficial me eting with CP leaders, I l and himself ^7^ 
to discuss ! [ appointment to the National Committee, 

MEYERS and I ~| then left for the convention, vffhich got 
under way at about 10:20 AM. GUS HALL presented a 
resolution entitled, "Draft Declaration of Aims and Tasks". 
A discussion followed. 
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BILL ALBERTSON then reported on youth. 



] went to the 



During the recess for lunch^ 

Palm Cafe on 125th Street and had lu nch with a Negro 

woman from Southern California named 



During the luncheon^ 



said that there was a 



CP membership in her area of ab©ut 150 to 200 people, 
although not all of those were active. She said there 
was a very small Negro membership. She mentioned that 
she had four children and her husband was a CP member 
but not as active in the work as she. 

About 2:30 PM, the convention resumed. 
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During the a fternoon session, GEORGE MEYERS asked 
I I to leave the convention and they went to 

a mimeograph room on the 11th floor, where a group 
was assembled v^hlch Included BEN DAVIS, ARNOLD JOHNSON, 
GUS HALL, HYMA^N LUMER and JAMES JACKSON. 
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Lto the others, and asked how 

becoming a member of the National 



MEYERS presented [ 

they felt about |_ 

Committee . He said that the Marylan d *■ D> C . group 

attending the convention had decided ! [ would run 

for the National Committee as the state representative 

while he would rim for Committeeman as a member at large. 

HALL said he had no objection at all. He noted that 
the National Committee needed more Negro representatives, 
as well as representatives from industry, from women 
and even youth. HALL stated that from what h e knew of 
I 1 activities in Baltimore and from what [~^ 
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had accomplished on the Negro subcommittee at the 
convention in helping to effect the acc eptance of the 
Draft Resolution on the Negro Question, | [ would 
make an excellent Committeeman. 
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BEN DAVIS then spoke highly of I I mentioning his b7c 

work i n Baltimore. The others who had known and visited ^^'^ 
I I at his home, which included JACKSON and LUMER, 
also commented favorably. 

HALL then told I ~l that his election to the National 
Committee was automatic, and felt that his future work 
on the Committee would he valuable. 
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The group then returned to the convention, where HALL 
made a report on the subcommittee which had handled 
nominations for the National Committee. 

Discussion then took place, and it was finally decided 
that National Committee members would consist of 35 
state representatives and 25 members at large. 

HALL told the convention that elections for the 
National Committee would take place on Sunday 
by secret ballot. 

HALL then presented the subcommittee's recommendations 
for the 25 people to be on the National Committee as 
members at large. 

ROSEN from Buffalo then objected, stating that additional 
nominations from the floor should be made and then nominated 
one person. Four other nominations were also made from 
the floor. (It is to be noted that the five individuals 
who were nominated from the floor were all defeated.) 

HALL then presented the names of the 35 people who were 
to be National Committeemen representing the various 
states. This list was accepted imanimously. 

An announcement was then made that there would be a 
social affair that evening for the delegates. 

The convention adjourned at about 6:30 PM," 

This memo has been compared with the informant's original statement 
and it is accurate in substance. 
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OFFICE MKMORAISDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNBJENT 



TO t DIRECTOR, FBI C100-3-1S&) 

FROM s SAC, CHICAGO (100«.33741) 

SUJ3JECT? COMtoNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGAHIZATION 
JS - C 



DATE: /J?~^j^-:5f 



, , who feas furnished reliable informat ion in 

the past e on December 15 and 16, 1959, orally, advised SA[ 



] 
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] of the 17th National Con^^tktion of the CP-USA which was b7c 

held at the Thet^esa Hotels New York City, on December 10-13, l&59)ob7D 



This oral information w ^ written up iii narrative report 



form aad^-^^tee.qmently retisroaed to 



aignQ.tMy(f^.. 



±07i his approval and 



signed origisEral s^arrative report is located in 



]oa^ December lb, 1959, made available for 
of all Convention documents set forth on 
page two of 'his report* Photostat copies of these documents will 

be retained in the Chicago Office . . ' - ' 
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1-100- /3«+>0(CARL WINTER) bi 

1-100- I "^1^0 (HELEN WINTER ) 

1-100- I I 
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3 - Indianapolis' 
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N 1-100-95'S'it? CPAXJL ROBESON ,- JR.) 
1-10.0- Il9il'^ M I 

1-ioo- 7genS BEMisy 

1-100- I(p7^^ (JIM JACKSON) V 

i-100-/05^*)f (HYLUMER) 
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1^100- '^^■3^ (ERIC BURT) 
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,. 1-iOO- }34H^L ■ I 

1-100- / 3 8.0 :;( (GEORGE MORRIS) 
1-100- 7909^5T 

^ . ' 1-100- I 

1-100- /-^if^ SL^ (BILL ALBERTSON) 
1-100- /b-W CJIM TORMEY) . 
1-.100- I I 

l^iOO- CHENRY. WINSTON) 

l-ioo- o-^i^ \ \ 

l^ldO- ^UOI^ (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 

1-100- ("THE WORKER") ^^ . 

1-100- (Am?ESTY FDR GIL GREEN & HE^'^INSTGN) 

fl\iOO- (CP, USAj MEMBERSHIP) / ^>^ ^ •■ 

StilOO- ( " FUNDS) L^^ 

1-100- ( " FACTIONALISM) 

1-100- ( " INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

1-100- ( " POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 

l-IOO- ( " LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES) 

1-100- ( " DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 

1-100- ( " STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

1-100- ( " NEGRO QUESTION) 

1-100- ( " YOUTH MATTERS) 

1-100- ( " WOMENS MATTERS) 
(Copies continued on iv page) 

=111- 



bo 
b7C 




L 



CG 100-33741 

i-100- (CP, USA, FARMERS MATTERS) 
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3 - St. Louis (RM) 

1-100- (t^-jO (HERSCHEL WALKER) 
1-:.1&0- (C. MARTIN) 

,1-lOd- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

7 - San Francisco (RM) 

1^100- C 



a-100- (AL RICHMOND) 

i-ibo- I 

1^100- ai^P^ I 

1-100- (MICKEY LIMA) 
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1-100- [ , 

1^100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - San Juan (RM) 

1-100- (JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 
1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - Seattle. (RM) 

i-100- f^l (BURT NELSON) 

1^100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

1 - Washington Field (RM) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



38- Chicago 



1- 61-867 — iCUWE ElfeHTFOOT) ^'^ 



1-100-20289 1 "I 

1-100-12459 ■ (FLO HALL) 
1-100-2748 (SAM KUSHNER) 
1-100^12890 (EARL DURHAM) 
(Copies continued on v page) 
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It is to be noted that the Ci&ago -^f f ice is retaining a 
sufficient ntsmber of copies of the attached report in ©rd^ that 
copies of this report may be furnished appropriate of f ices when 
I I has had an opportiinity to identify additional indi'^iduals 
Sit the Conventioho Copies of this memo in soine instances are not 
being chan nelized to subject eas®e^f iles until such time as b7D 



] has had an ojjportunity to identify those individuals to 



whom he partially identified in the attached report especially when 
these individiials 'were speaking on the jrarious resolution.. By 
separate communieatfea the Chicaggs Office has requested -that photo- ■ 
graphs of individuals who attended the Convention be forwarded to 
Chicago ■fot' viewing 'by Chlcago-..-informants^ , 



December 15-16' 1959 
Chicago, Illinois 



T!he Communist Party - USA (CP) 17th Nat,ional Convention 
was held on December 10-13 , 1959, in the Theresa Hotel, 125th 
Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

There were approximately 200 people, in attendance at 
the plenary sessions of the Convention including delegates, 
alternates, fraternal delegates, visitors, and guests. The 
following persons were among those in attendance . at this Convention 
and were believed to be either delegates or alternates. Because of 
the large number of poeple in attenda:nce, it cai^ot be s'|9'ted that 
the below listed people attended. every session of the Convention on 
each day but they were in attendance for one or more sessions of 
the ■17th National Convention, 



WILLIAM ALBERTSON ^ 
PHIL BART -^ 
TED BASSETT 
FRED BLAIR 
VAUD BENNETT 
HOMER CHASE 
BEN DAVIS, JR. 
Tit.TZARRTH flTIRT^Y ELYNN 



JAMES ALLEN 

ERIC BURT 
flWTffv PTTimr 



BETTY GANNETT 
JUNE GORDON 
SI GERSON 
GUS HALL 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 
HY LPMER 



GEORGE MORRIS 
BURT NELSON 
WILLIAM L, PATTERSON 
IRVING POTASH 
I^AUL ROBESON . 

I I 

JACK SHULMAN 

I 1 

PAT TOOHEY 



JRo 



] 



LOUIS WEINSTQCK 



I 



JESUS COLON 
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CLARENCE HATHAWAY 


1 1 


ARNOLD 
MICKEY 


JOHNSON 
LIMA 


1 1 


GEORGE MEYERS 




THOMAS 


NABRIED 


1 1 



PETTIS PERRY 
AL RICHMOND 



JACK STACHEL 

JIM TORMEY 

ALEXANDER TRA CHTENBERG 
I 1 

WILLIAM .WEINSTOHE 



»1= 



CARL WINTER . 
ISADORE WOFSY 
BEN DOBBS 



CLAUDE "tltJHTFOOT 
HiO HALL 
EARL DURHAM 




T,T^STP!B nAvTff- 



SARfKUSHNER 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

.TAny TCT.TWft 
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MOLLIE WEST 
NATE SHARPE 



MORRIS CHILDS 
RALPH TURNER 
FRITZI ENGLESTEIN 



A Convention kit which contained ntimerous dociuaents was 
made available to delegates and alternates to the Convention* 
This kit contained the following material: 

a. Keynote address by GUS HALL, entitled "Let Us 
Set Our Sights to the Future ♦" 

b. i7th Convention resolution on the Negro Question 
in the United States* 

c. Resolution on Cuba* 

d. Resolution on the work and status of women. 
ne. Resolution on the Youth ^estion. 

f ♦ Disarmament and the American economy* 

g. Report of the Constitution Commifctee. 

h. Resolution on Puerto Rican work in the United States* 

i. Resolution on "The Worker" • . 

j. Draft resolution on Party Organization* 

k* TSie Communist Party* 

1. Farm reffeolution* 

m. Report on the 1960 elections* 

n* -Papogram material for the 17th NationaJ. 

Conventionj> CP-USAo 
o. Document entitled "General Principles*" 
p« Discussion article on the Negro Question ; \ 

by CYRIL BRIGGS/ 
q* Discussion article on the Negro ^estion by M*A. 
r. Document entitled "An Old Problem Rediscussed. " 
s* JDocument entitled "Some Comments on tlie Draft 

Resolution by' PETTIS PERRY? 
t*.. Pre-Convent ion discussion* ^ 



In introducing 
used them as a guide while 
the Convention* 



resolutions some of the speakers 
few read them in theil^ entirety to 



GUS HALL gave the keynote address at the opening of the 
17th National Convention of the CPj, USA. His keynote address 
was made available in the list of documents provided delegates . 

to the National Convent ion o 

Following the keynote address j, greetings to the Convention 
were read from WILLIAM Z*. FOSTER and EUGENE DENNIS, who were not 
in attendance^ Other greetings were read to the Convention which 
had been sent by the Communist Parties of other countries • The 
election of th©^ Presiding Committee and the election of the 
Election Committee were taken up nexto 

In the early part of the Convention ^ PAUL ROBESON, Jr, 
spoke on the main resolution* 

MORRIS CHILDS of the Illinois District took issue with 
some of the things that PAUL ROBESON j, Jr^ had stated. tJHILDS 
stated that he agreed with GUS HALL in that he saw no contradiction 
between the struggle for peace and the concept of fighting 
monopoly capital o 

The full session of the National Convention was closed ^ 
for the first day by a statement from GUS HALL* At this time HALL 
made a few brief announcements concerning matters to be taken 
up in the r/emaining portion of the Convention. HALL said that in 
setting up the Convention a few committees had been left out and 
at this time designated PAT TOOHEY as chairman of a committee ^ 
on Latln«American affairs and JIM ALLEN was placed in charge of 
the committee on Party principles. 

HALL then announced the following meetings for the 
committees whi©h were to work during this Convention. These 
committees had apparently been set up prior to this time. ^ It is 
also to be noted that the evening session of the first day of 
the Convention was devoted to individual meetings of these various 
committees o HALL , announced the following s 

Committ ee Location, 

Defense Room 829 

Negro Resolution ^ Room 831 

Constitution Rear of auditorium 

Party Organization ^ Room 1028 

i 



Commi:ktee 



Location 



Labor 

Election 

Youth 

Miscellaneous Resolutions 

Credentials 

Latin-American Affairs 

Appeals and Audit 

StatemeAt on- Party Principles 

Women *s Work 

Farm Question 

Press 

Presiding 



Esdiibition Room 

A Corner of the Hall 

Check Room 

Kitchen 
Front of Hall 
Room 1026 
Technical Koom 



At this time the full formal session of the Convention 
adjourned. For the most part, the delegates were instructed to have 
dinner and then return to their various scheduled committee 
caucuses e 



The CPjUSA National Convention opened its second day's 
session at about 10^30 AoMo on December 11, 1959* PAT TOOHEY 
was elected chairman j^or this morning se^sion» 5 



A National Jewish Cosimittee was pr oposed ( a committe e b 



on Jewish work) with JACK KLING as chairman, 

as members. 
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A nationality group committee was proposed with JACK 
STACHEL as chairman. 

The discussion was to begin in this session, which was 
a continuation from the discussion from the previous day when 
CLAUDE UGHTFOOT asked for a point of special privilege* LIGHTFOOT 
tqld the National Convention that the committee , on Negro work 
had met far into the night and had met again early> this morning 
but there were still many knotty and lis^sic problems to be resolved* 
He requested of the Convention that the committee on Negro work 
be permitted to withdraw in order to try tQ complete ;fcheir work 
because it was necessary, to present the Negro resolution in the 
afternoon session*. 

This motion was introduced and passed and the members 
of the Negro Resolution Committee were asked to withdraw* (There 
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seemed to be some snickering around the Convention at this time 
because as the committee on Negro work withdrew, it was noted that 
many of the Negroes at the Convention got up to leave the 
Convention. It was noted that there were only three white people 
on this committee and all the rest were Negroes. This was later 
pointed out in a criticism in an attempt to indicate what, was 
the real nature of the Negro Question in the Party; the fact 
that the people who are mainly interested in this question are 
the Negro comrades.) 



^r- 
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•KTeai' th e end of the morning session on D@c®mD@r 
11 19^9 r~^~l was speaking about the fact that the 
strategical goal of the Party is socialism not anti -monopoly 
coalition. (It is to be noted that throughout the Con¥ention 
the anti-monopoly coalition seemed to be the bone ©f contention, 
The theory was advanced in many of the resolutions that the 
building of the anti -monopoly coalition is a means of attainment 
of all of the goals of the Party. This anti -monopoly coalition 
would be a coalition between organized laborj, Hegroesj, farmers^, 
and other democratic minded forces. ) 

I I pointed out that peaceful co-existence does 
not necessarily mean a tranquil existence because e^en if there 
was peace in a general sense there would still be things like 
Eg^t and the Viet-Nams and other small oonflict£)« breaking out 
all over. He added Ihat as long as the great powers have a 
concept of peaceful co-existence, no real ma^or conflicts will 
break out. 

Following these comments the Oonventio-B adjourned for 
lunch. 

The Convention began again at approximately SgOO p.m, . 
at which time EVBLYET WIEHER was elected chairman. AKC^R BRO¥¥ 
made an announcement concerning a committer which had fe®en 
arranged to visit a Puerto Rican comrad^who had com® to Uew 
York to attend the ^rational Convention 'but had been involved in 
an automobile accident en route from the airport and was now 
hospitalized. He announced the following persons wo^ld b® on 
this visiting committees 

JESUS COLON 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSOH 

PAT TOOHEY 

and one other from California 

As the afternoon session began the discussion on 
trade union work which had been started in the morning se-ssion 
continued. 
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AUTOIT.- KRCHMAREK 

KROHM&REK said that one half million steel workers 
are now engaged in a battle with the steel trusts. He pointed 
out" that the steel strike has within it all of the elements of 
fhe deepening crisis, of capitalism. The steel workers are 
fighting against the steel company's right to introduce 
automation without any interference by the steel union. He 
pointed out that the issue in the steel strike is not primarily 
one of wages or better working conditions j, but concerns the 
demand of the steel company to run the companies the -^bj they 
want without any interferences from the steel unions. Th# w^y 
they seek to run it is with a callous disregard for th® welfare 
of the workers. 

KRCHMAREK then gave some very specific figures 
relating to steel production as compared to the number of steel 
workers involved in the production of the steel. He cited the 
various types of new furnaces that have been intrpduced tMrough- 
out the years. He showed the direction in whiSH the steel 
companies are moving in their continued efforts to eliminate 
steel workers without any approach to guaranteeing any rights 
to steel workers who have spent their lives in the steel mills. 
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The following speakers also commented during this 

I I from ISfew York 

DOROTH? HEALEY from California be 

MTE _0^o* f3?om Chicago) ^ b7c 

SI^^ , whose area was unknown -. 
A farmer from California 

(The chairman at this time did a ^^pbr job in announcing the 
speakers because she gave their name and area while applause 
from the speaker immediately previous to the 'speaker was still 
going on. ; For that reason the names and areas could not be 
heard clearly. ) 

PAUL ROHBSON, JR . 

ROHESOlir stated that in his opinion one pf the respon- 
sibilities of the leadership was to help the rank and file to 
understand the various reports. The central task of th® entire 

-7" 



Party is to begin to defend the labor movement from its 
attacks • 

Qirs BALL 

HALL took the floor to make an appeal to the 
delegates that if the Convention were to be completed on 
time and the work of the Convention was to be accomplished 
a great deal more discipline must be e:^hibited by the 
delegate s» 

HT LUMER 

LUMER made a brief announcement of two books which 
were on sale^ He urged all the delegates to buy them* The 
first was **Ihside the Khrushchev Sphere^ and the second was 
on the Party by ELipBETH GTJRLEY FLYM. 

Cormnittee on Negro Work^, 
Report by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

When LIGHTPOOT took the rostrum there was a tremendous 
ovation afforded him which indicated the support and respect 
he has in the GP^* ¥SAo LIGHTPOOT^s comments begat; a discussion 
of the Negro question. He talked at great length on this 
question, pointing out the differences that the Committee on 
Negro Work had had in arriving at unanimity • He applauded the 
fact that the committee had reached unanimity, however , he 
noted that the resolution that he was offering was in his 
opinion the best example of collective thinking ever to corne^ 
out of any Party body throughout its history. He said it had 
been hashed and rehashed and every single line of it represented 
collective effort. , Every single ^ine bad been analyzed and re- 
analyzed and torn apart by different people. No one person 
could claim credit for having giv^n this resolution tq the 
Convention. 

LIG-HTFOOT told the Convention of the recommendation 
of the committee that JIM JACKSON be coitimendefi for his out- 
standing work and for his contributions to the thinking and 
efforts to bring this thing (resolution) to fruition. 



LI&HEPOOT urged that the Contention recognise 
the depth of the political line of the docmnento He 
pointed out that in a sense the first theoretical aspect 
of the resolution was the decision to drop the slogan of 
the Right to Self-Detemiinationo He pointed out^ howe^er^ 
that the Uegro question still remains the central question^ 
One of the reasons that xsany of the couira^j seem to cling 
doggedly to fehis slogan wasn^t so much attributed to their 
belief to any degree that the Hegro people represented a 
nation? they were afraid that to abandon this slogan would 
be to doimgrade the question in the minds of the Uegroes 
in the Party© He said that he wanted to make it clear 
that this in no way detracts from the importance o3|^ the 
centrality of the Hegro question so far as the Parisy is 
concemedo 

LIGHTPOOO? continued saying that the defeat of the 
Dixie crats .~. Jfbrthern Republican alliance^ who are the main 
agents of monopoly capitalism^y is pointed put in the 
resolution as. a m?tjbr goalo ThB min organisational task 

lo Pirstp to organize the unorganized in the Southo 
2o Secondly^ to win the Tote for the Hegroes and 
the poor whites in the Southo 

. 3o The struggle f©:^ equality in .housings education^ 
etco 

The problem that we face is the fact that labor 
still does not regard the solii^tiop of the H'ejgro question as 
essential to- the solution of its (labor^^s) problemo He noted 
that in spite of this^ the Hegro question in America is a 
principle question! It is not a tp^ctical que^tiono We must 
in a very complete maimer break down and point out the economic 
basis of Jim Growism and -polni out its stupendous cau3@o 

In concluding^ LIffHTF0UT"n6ted^the r@so:|.ution^s 
failure to mention the problem of Hegro ' womep-^^ Xouth^ and the 
growth of Hegro nationalism^ 
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EARL DURBAM 

DTJRHAM dwelt at length on the roll of white workers 
in white organisations o 

BILL __„_ from the South and JIM TORMEY spoke 
ne^t on the ITegro question* 

CARL from Washington State 



He pointed out that the Party had to overcome manj 
problems over the past several yearso He noted that we are 
now in a position to ma^e some of the greatest strides in all 
of our historyo One of the greatest tasks which we will face 
is to find the ways to excercise ^^left initiative^** 

JOS .««_«_ from ^orth California spoke next hut his 
comments were, not notedo 

SEGRGB MEYERS from Maryland 

MEYERS said the discussion seems to overlook the 
importance of the Uegro peoples^ struggle in relation to the 
liberation, fights ojp the colonial people o !Chere is a direct 
correlation' between, these two struggles since one compliments 
and aids the other o 

I ~i 



[ made a very impassioned plea for maintenance 
of the sligaa 6T Zhe Right to Self~Determinationo She pointed 
out that her adherence to this slogan was in no way an effort 
to be stubborn or factional* This Just happens to be the way 
she felt and she did not sge any basis of logic in changing 
thiso She appealed for more theoretical discussion and more 
dealing with this question at greater dep|h to provide those 
comfc^deswho were unable to see it witji a sound basis for making 
up their minds o 
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I I spoke following 
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PETTIS PERRY 

PETTIS PERRY* s line was essentially the same as 
that which he had brought up in the discussion of the 
Committee on ISTeg-ro Worko He brought in the question^ how 
do you provide political representation in an area where 
there is only one pe:^son to hold a position? For example $, 
if there is only to be one sheriff or one other type 
political official elected, how do you have political 
representation for the other political grouping? How do 
you divide this one position? 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 

PATTERSON said that if the l6th Congress of the 
Party was known as the congress that saved the Partyj, then 
the 17t:6 irational Congress will be known as the congress 
that reorientated the Party on the question of Negro rights^ 
and will go down in history as one of the greatest congresses. 
(It is to be noted that PAT03SRSON referred to the Convention 
as the Congress throughout his comments.) 

PATTERSON was eloquent in his comments and pointed 
out the fact that the resolution had listed three main areas 
of struggle and said he wanted to add a fourthi -— - and that 
was the cultural area. He said he wanted to add this because 
it was in this area that monopoly capitalism sold the concept 
of the inferiority of the Negro people. It was in the area 
of culture that the poison of white supremacy became imbedded 
and ingrained in the minds of the people from the time they 
are children. He added that every aspect of our literature 
and art work to perpetuate this ilLusion and mislead the 
people. He felt it was therefore necessary to attack the 
problem at this level , ~— the area of culture. 

Kie motion to adop* the- resolution on the Negro 
^question created a tremendous hassle in the Convention because 
a white woman comra<fe arose and said that her delegpition had 
been instructed not to vote on the question of dropping the 
slogan of- the Right to Self-De termination. The California 
delegation also got into the discussion at this point. 
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It was noted that MNNY BLUM had worked his way 
into an area where the majority of the argument was coiJii&g 
from at this time and he joined into it» BLUM arose to 
speak on this question and introduced a motion to separate 
the theoretical aspect from the programmfttaLc* This proposal 
threw the Convention into a furor, with tempers ^cciising and 
the parliamentarian having to be called^ The hassle went 
hack and forth over the motion to separate the theoretical 
aspect and the programme tic<» An attempt was made to invoke 
the rule of having two people speak for and two people speak 
against the motion, but this did not ^get anywhere either 
because people kept ihtterrupting and injecting their comment^* 
Order was difficult at this time, — - the chair would rule on 
something and this ruling would be appealed, etc* 

. Mr^ BLUM then made a request that CLAUDE LI&HTPOOT 
poll the Committee pn Negro Work to see if the coxrimittee 
would agree to support these two points «. In that way the 
argument would become a parliamentary matter* LIGHTFOOT, who 
is usually a good tactician, surveyed the room and evidentally 
felt he would win if the matter was put to a vote and therefore 
agreed to this request* A number of the members of the Coiomittee 
on Negro Work indicated to LiaHEPOOT that they did not think 
this was a good idea, but LIGHTFOOT still agreed to putting the 
matter to a vote* 

At this time LIGHTPOOT was heard to say privately he 
did not see any necessity in ramming this thing down anyone^ s 
throat when a vote could be taken on it which could satisfy 
them* He was still confident his idea would win out* You 
might as w ell go along wit h what they want when you can still 
beat them* I I cautioned LIGHTFOOT that he thought 

he was making a mi stake 5 that there was danger in this maneuver* 
Tempers are high at this time and this vote could upset the 
whole applecart* 

When the matter was put to a vote it was 82 against 
supporting the two points in the resolution and 26 for supporting 
the two points* This was a defeat dfc LIGHTPOOT«s idea* 
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liexts a motion to adopt the resolution in ^oto 
was passed* The votes were not counted on this motion, 
only the opposition votes were checked* ^ were opposed 
and 12 abstained in the vote. 

At this time the afternoon session was concluded 
and the delegates broke for supper. 

The evening session began at approximately 7sl5 
p^m. with GEORGE pilffiRS being proposed and elected as chair« 
mano 

The i960 Electionsj, 
Report by BEIT DAV IS ^ JR. 

DAVIS spoke at length on the election potential 
for i960. In his comments he closely followed the outline 
as set forth in the resolution on the I960 election al- 
though he amplified some of the points and appeared to be 
talking ^*off the duff" at other times. 

The resolution on the 196'0 election contains 
essentially the salient points of DAVIS? report. 

CARL WINTER, DAVE from Virginia, HOMER CHASE 

from New England, and ARNOLD JOHKTSON also spoke on the I960 
election at this timeo A motion was made to adopt the 
resolution on the I960 election and this was passed unanimously 
with no opposition and no abstentions. 



Reaolutio fi on the Farm Question, 
Report by 
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J [was one of the few speakers at the Convention b7c 
who read the resolution from his committee in its entire tyo A 
motion was made to adopt the resolutio n on the farm question 



upon the completion of the reading by | |and it was 
carried unanimously. 



/J' 



Report on the Resolution Committee 
by JACK KLim 

KLING reported that the total attendance at the 
Con'^ention was 18?,^ He added that i|l should be added to 
this attendance which reflected the number of people who 
were in attendance on the second day of the Convention 
and had not been present for the first day's session. 
KLIITG gave the following breakdown for thSse attendance 
figure ss 

Of the original 18? s 131 were delegates, 2^ were 
alternates, 1$ were fraternal delegates and 16 were visitors, 
Of the ijl additional, 2 were delegates, 2 were alternates, 
$ were fraternal delegates, and 32 were visitors. 

"SLim reported that 16 states and the District of 
Columbia were represented in attendance at this National 
Convention. The states represented were the following? 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Hew England 

Michigan 

Maryland 

Washington, D.C. 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Missouri 

Washington State 

Oregon 

California 

Texas 

Alabama 

Minnesota 

KLIIG- added that 112 delegates were men and 39 
were womeno 33 of the delegates were Negroes. 



KLIITG- then gave the following breakdown with 
regard to age'- of the delegare ss 



1 

29 
22 

k 



"Dhder 2$ years 
25 to 35 years 
35 to kO years 
ijO to $0 years 
50 to 60 years 
over 60 years 

He reported that over two thirds of the delegates 
were over IjO years of age# 

KLIua next outlined the length of time in the Party 
for the Convention. '. This analysis was as follows: 



TTnder 10 years' 
10 to.l5^.years 
.l5 to 20 'years 
20 to 30 years 
Over 30 years 
Charter members 



11 
2K 
Zk 
68 
12 
5 



He also reported that by wajp of occupation, the 
following were represented^ 



Industrial workers 


P 


White-collar workers 


ko 


Housewives 


9 


Professional 


5 


Self-employed 


k 


Farai workers 


2 


Students 


3 


Members of trade 




unions 


k9 


Full time Party 




workers 


28 



!I?he third day's session of the 17th CP* USA National 
Convention began at about 10gl5 a«m. on Saturday, December 12, 
1959» At the outset greetings to the Convention from the OP 
of China were read by SIM JACKSON. The Presiding Committee 
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secoraniended CLARENCE H&TEA.WAY as chairman of this session 
and he was elected. 

Party Organization^) 
Report by PHEL BAR'S 

E&ET stated that the 17th National Convention will 
be knomi in the days to come as the Convention which led the 
basis ?pr the rebuilding of our Partyo He added that based on 
dues parents the membership at the present time is in the 
neighborhood of 10j>000 member Sp He pointed outp however^ that 
dues payments were never an accurate index of the membership 
because the actual dues payi^ients^ for example^ \,je^es, . ^ at 
the height of the Party^s success never reflected more than 
65 to 75 per cent of the membership* He said many people are 
always delinquent and some just do not pay dues but still 
regard themselves as members of the Party* He reiterated 
after that explanation^^ that based on dues payments the Party^s 
present strength is about 10^,000 members because there are 
7pOOO odd dues paying members* 

MET recompiended the commencement of a recruiting 
drive to begin immediately and continue to May 1^^ 1960« The 
goal of this recruiting drive should be an increase in Party 
membership by at least 10 per cento 

BBERT UELSOH was the first speaker following B&ROJ^s 
report* 

EBTTY GAmB3?T 

GAKNETT spoke about the chaos through which the 
Party had come and pointed out the unity and strength with 
which it now emerges from that chaos* 



from Detroit 



At the outset c 



indicated he had worked on a 
committee to help draft a resolution on Party organization* be 

b7C 

He continued saying that in Michigan they have 
utilized a style of operation which he thought the Party might 
do well to adopt generally* He described this system as a 



council set up. In tMs council system they have councils 
dealing Td.th the major areas of work and this, thereforej,- 
divides the responsibility of the leader ship 4;and the need 
of the leadership to follow through on programs. This 
council system involves most of the members in the district 
and therefore, does not create any problems which most of 
the Party leadership is faced with, — ► the need for ftai 
time (paid) leaders. 

MORO? _____ from Buffalo , 

He pointed out that it is not sufficient to try 
to strive to increase the Party on ax quaniiirtaii'^ basis. It 
is also important to pay attention to the ^aasfefcta^Y^ basis. 
He added the 17th National Convention should be known as 
the "build the Party Convention". 

GERALDHUE LIGHCPOOT 



LIGHEPOOT stressed the question of the new era of 
left initiative. . She said that, as the wife of CMITOE LIGH3?F0Oa?, 
she had been able,. to enter CUM clubs (Chicago Northern District 
Association of Coit>red Women) and had won the full respect from 
these people. They "hadwojpWbeR.for her willingness to work and, ' 
it was therefore quite possible for a known Communist to workv-- : 
in oi^ganizations and advance and build resp ect for the Party, 'l.'' 
She^ added that being the wife of CLAUDE LIGETFOOT, it is , .;,'/'rV. 
impossible for her to work in any organizations without being ;.,. 
known as a Ooaaaunist. 

She pointed out that a lot of the comrad® work in 
organizations but they are not known as Communists and therefo^^e,- 
if their work is good the Party does not get any credit because . ;■■ 
no one knows them as Communists. It is important to bring forth, 
the faces of the Party. » . ••• ;•>;•;■;;■'■, ' 

She also spoke about the Afro-Americsin HeritageV'-.'Sii--;' .• 
Association in Chicago and the tremendous advance it is making, , . 
in the Uegro community in Chicago. She noted that they have ,-:>', 
held a number of big meetings citing a recent appearance of c;.', ; 

^/7- ■•■■■■;:■;- 



¥,E.B. W BOISo She also spoke about the arrangement the 
MHA has for distributing literature through abiook store 
and by having it sent to various small stores and shops. 



/ 
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A'motion was made and was adopted tmanimously. to 
accept the resolution on Party Organization. 

Committee on Women *s Work*-" 
Report by I [ 



introduced the resolution on women's woiifc and ^f 

in her comments dealt mainly with the resolution on that subject. ^^ 

I I from New York spoke on the resolutrion on women's 

WOrl?: fm lowing nyeport^ 

At this time a motion, was made that the Convention 
adopt Section Six of the general resolution. (It is not known 
why this motion was introduced at this time nor is it known 
which resolution it was referring to; however, the motion was 
passed. ) 



from New York 



[introduced a motion to amend page two, paragraph's 

five of another resolution to add the statement that the Party ^^^ 
must re-examine its whole struggle for legality. 

An unidentified speaker reported that his area was 
going to begin a recruiting >drive in order to double their member- 
ship. A challenge was issued to the Illinois District with 
regard to the recruiting drive. This challenge was accepted by 
the IllinoiB District and another challenge was made that the 
Harlem District would challenge the Illinois South Side Section 
i9 a recruiting drive. This challenge was also accepted by 1he 
Illinois District with thfe particular details of it to be worked 
out following the Convention. 

A motion was intipciduce^ to use the Party resolution on 
6rganization as the basis for Party discussion and was passed. 

Resolution on the Mexi64n- 
Americans Report by SOL 
from Los Angeles 



SOL said that there are four mil^in Mexican- Americans 
in the United States, and then spoke at great length about all 
phases of th^ir life in the United States, including such topics 
as housing, jobs and women. 

Upon the completion of his report SOL received a 
tremendous ovation. There was tip discussion on this report, and 
it was adopted immediately thei^eafter. 



KETTY from California introduced two resolutions 

at this time, one urged rebuilding CP activity among Japanese- 
Americans, arid the other resolution was on the problems of the 
Merican Indians. 

Report on the Party Press 



This report was given in three sections. GE0R(S5 MEYERS, 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON and JACK STACHEL reported on this. 

GEORGE MEYERS 

MEYERS indicated that the conijent of the paper was not 
their main concern. He said that organization of the paper is the 
outstanding problem. 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 

PATTERSON gave the main part of the report on the press 
and said that it is unfortunate that the work of this Convention 
enables it to give so little time to what is probably the most 
Important item to come before the body. He spoke of the need for 
funds for "The Worker" and said that we did not attain our 
financial quota of $75,000. to complete the work of "The Worker" 
for the current fiscal year, and we must meet that quota. He urged 
the incoming National Committee (NC) to fix the 1960 quota f or !"rtie 
Worker" i& its very first session. It should be the first order 
of business for the new NC. The plight of "The Worker" is critical, 

He also stated that JACK STACHEL had been; invaluable in 
the life, of the paper. He also stated that the current circulation 
of "The Worker" is about 13,000 to 14,000 and about 4,000 of these 
are being distributed outside the United States. 

JACK STACHEL 

STACHEL indicated that only once before in his life has 
he had the honor that was bestowed upon him now. The previous 
time was when he had the honor of passing the motion, back in the 
twenties, of changing the name of the Party to what it is today. 
He cpntinued saying that taday he has the honor of introducing the 
motxon to reconstitute the "Daily Worker". (Thererwas a tremendous 
ovation to this. ) ' , 

^^ « :^, STACHEL Spoke at great length as to what is needed and 
added the aim is to get it initiated in the shortest possible time 
in 1960. He also spoke about the decisicm to. institute a midwest 



edition of ""Tke Worker" » The resoMtioB on the press presented : 
by the above three individixals wbb aceepted'mianimotisly by the 
Convention ♦ 

. GUS HALL next read greetings to the National Convention 
from the CP of France, 

HALL then took up tl^e question of the proposals for 
nominations to the NC from the Convention. He said that the 
size of the new NC will be around 50 with 35 of the members of 
the NC being selected by the state and district organizations, 
and 15 being elected at large • HALL then requested the various 
District delegations to .meet dn eaiiacus as soon as possible in 
order to seliaet ^their^ ndminees for the NC in both'' the at=large 
and District categories o HALL recommended that the District in 
selecting nominees give thought to having a balanced NC with 
emphasis, being given to Negroes, women and youth o 

HALL then proceeded to read the following list of 
positions that each State would have for the NC: 

SouthernCalif ornia 3 

Northern California 3 

Ohio 2 

Eastern Pennsylvania 1 

Maryland 2 

Indiana 1 

The South 2 

Washington 1 
Kansas^^Missotiri 1 

He also proposed that the NC would meet every six months 

and that the National Executive Committee (NEC) would meet every 
six weeks* He also proposed that there be a secretariat* of abiout 
five people 

Someone from California tried to amend this proposal by 
saying that Maryland be reduced to one, Illinois be reduced to 
three;, Oregon be eliminated. New York be reduced to seven and North- 
ern California be reduced to two* The motiia was defeated,^ 

Resolution of the Committee on Youths 
Report by BILL ALBERTSON 

ALBERTSON .dealt with the problems of youth, especially 
with regard to the right to an educationo A mption to> adopt' the^ 
resolution of t!ie Committee on Youth Work was taken up; however, 

the report was not voted on at this time* 



New York 


8 


Illinois 


4 


Michigan 


2 


New England 


1 


New Jersey 


1 


Wisconsin 


1 


Minnesota 


1 


Oregon 


1 



DANNY from Eas-terst Peimsyl^aaia 



He spoke on the 
movement around the special 



of teiailding a democratic youth 
of yoTisth, 
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I urged the Convention t® welcome the emergence 
of a Marxist youth organization. She said that this would be a 
healthy thing* 



AL from Southern California and 
at this time. It was noted that [ 



also spoke 
J appeared nervous 
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and ^no one seemed to be able to understand ' what she was talking 
about. 

Ij IBBY from The Broi£X 

She welcomed the delegates to New York and hoped that 
as a result of the deliberations of , this Convention that the 
18th National Convention of the CP;would be held in another 
location^. (This wasmf^an indication that N6w York was unhappy 
to have the Convention, of course.) 



from Illinois • also spoke at this time* 
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iscussion on the resolution of the Youth Comnittee 



J The 

was closed but| | of Detroit rose. to ask for a special 

privilege and said that they had brought a youth with them who 

they khew would make an outstanding contribution to -this Convention* 

He urged. that this youth be, given time to speak. ^ The re^psest was 

;put in a form of a motion and passed .'^^" 

.This youth spoke and it was f elt^ that he is a. terrific 
spe^er^ This youth g^^ve a werj educational and logical report; ,., 
It .would; appear from his report ttet he is going- places^ in the ^^. 
"CP."': There was a feeling among many of those p3?esent that he could 
have ^ began elected to the NC^fon everybody's slate without any 
trouble'' after Braking his report. (It was leayned^ in later dis- 
cussion that this youth had been of fer(^d. a position on the NC, - 
by 'his District's delegation^ but he had asked, that he not ^ be 
elected to the NC) 

Report of th e Constitution 
CoBSiiittee by I I 



c 



[introduced several recommendations for changes be 

and amendments in tte CP-USA Constitution; ^ These were as follows: b7c 
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ARTICLE II, 
Purposes 



ARTICLE III. 
Membership 



ARTiCLE IV, 
Structure 



Seetiou-.l., Add to liiae 5 after 'Apolitical activity" 

( a) to attaig- a peaceful world so that the 'American 
^people and all m aakiiidrmay.wo^ ^ out .taeir dest£ny 
freed tTom the 'shadow of By clear war; t&) t o 
attain full,, equ ality f ^"- ffieHTegro - people^ -^ tty '~ 
Panlshlag Jim crow and reaTIilng the j^ria,terna l^ 
imity of Kfegro and white; \- 



^ Section 4. Line 8, delete ("if feasible")- 

Line 9, after "good standing" add: 

T$ey may, however ^ apply for readmi^sion within 
six months » and^p^ _ a|)prQval of the clubg be"^ 
' permitted to pay all back^ues and maintain -their 

former standingT 



Section 2o Page 9, line 7^ after by-laws ^ add 

the word or. 
'"^ line 8, delete (or state comtoittee) , 
retain "may deteawain^** Delete all 
that follows up to end of, line 23. 

Retain balance of page. 

Page 10, line^ 2, delete (at large) 

line 6, delete all^^i^aterial^ 

starting with . (a vacancy /among 
members) and ending, with - 

on^ line 12. 



ARTICLE V. 

Nat ioQsil , Qrg^is^ation 

Section 1, Page 12p line 8, delete (within the 

first six months^of :^ the year X. 

Section 4. Page 13, line 12, delete (at least 90 

Addv four -months, to read; 



.'^^' 



« k. 


• 


• 

Prior to regular Natioitaal 
CoB'^entiosas, tom^ momths sl&all be 
provided for discn2s©iOK?\s, et©. 




Section 


5, in tin© prasesnt Cosiitit^tioia laa^ been 
deleted toy referendma* 




New SectiosE 5 t© reads 1 




Section 


5. dPfeat each National Convention determine 




tli^' number of members of tae . National - 
Committee and tiiat election be by - 
secret teaiiot^ 


AETICIiE y 






National Organization 

' New Section 6 to read : 




Section 
Present 


6. The National Committee shall' be 

elected at tke National" Conveation in 
tke followingmas^er s Ttoat State Con« 
ventioias sftall make nominations to the 




Kfational „dommittee of aijiy member of the 




-^arty eligible in "tfiteir own or any other 


'' , 


State o Sech nominatioaas together with 
any other nomiMations mde directly at 




tiie Contention skaXi; appear Qja the 
election ballot at the/IJa^lonal ..Convention " 




mieBs a nomine^, has.. In tae :'Meantlme 




declineido 




Tks^t .in the election of ttoe National 
Committee all areas of the country. --be 




included with ^nae regard to" 'the\sise of 




? ^tiae kektebrship and ttee character oi the 
state organi^atioim. 




Section 6 then becomes S@>ction 7* 




Section 


7 will ttom T®Mt 




Section 


7, Va©ap©i©s s&all fo@ filled by tl&e majority 




V®t® ot w.® Nai&^®iaal <!immltt@®, keiaJjers ■ 




may is© ^©©allea for ©aps® !3»y the affima- 




ti"^e ¥^t© ®f 1!;iiK?>=-esiiiMs ®f tm© memlsers ot. 




t¥e lSi,'i£i©2aal cSmffiitt©®.. 
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1 

• 


• 


Present 


Seetion 7 becomes Section 8.^ 


Present 


SeetioB 8 ^n^eosa^; Seetion 9. 


Present 


Section 9 becomes Seetion 10. 


Page 15, line 6 feom tiie bottom. 

Change to read: In fulfilment of its duties instead 

of cm connection witn its duties) 


Presi9:£it 


Section 10 becomes Section 11. 


Page 16 J 

1 


last line, change to read,: at least twice 
a instead of? (at least foxir 

times a) 


ARTICLE VI 




Rights and Daties df Members 

Section 1. page 18, line 14 delete (They also have 
the right in accordance with Section 2 
of this Article, to dissent JErom 
decisions which have been made.) 




line 18, chaise to read: 




Members should be active in carrying 
out the program of the Party, to read 
and circulate its press and literatiire, 
to increase €Seir knowledge of scienr 
tific socialism and to attend club 
meetiiTigs regularly. 


Section 


12, page 21, line 10 j delete (without 

prejudice) 


ARTICLE VII 




Disciplinary PropSdure 
and Appeals. Section 


3. Page 22, line 8, add after "any member" 

o"r; party ©ommltt©® 




line 13, add after "in .that club" 
Clubs or indi'S'idual members may request 
,the to®lp ©f t!be next higher commit te.e-. 

-'On such charges. 


■, 


-J^S- 



line 16, after "trial committee" add, 
of the club or appropriate higher 
Party body, ^ 

Section 6. Page 23, line 1. After "Any Member" 
add or committee. 

All of the above proposed amendments and changes 
were adopted unanimoiasly. 

Also the report of the Constitution Committee i3/as 
accepted . unanimously . 

An additional motion was ^introduced^ by. an uxiknown 
individual and there was a great deal of discussion around it. 
This recommendation was that the Convention go on record to instampt 
the NC to make the necessary changes within the spirit of 
democratic centrs^Jism, This amendment was to be injected into 
page 18 of the CP-USA Constitution. 

At this point the greetings from theCP of Gtermany were 
read to the Conventiono This was followed by adjournment of the 
afternoon session of the Convention. Prior to the adjournment 
it had been suggested that the various state delegations immediately 
go into caucus to select their nominees for the NC. 
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The fotsrth tiay's session of the 17th National Convention 
of the CP«PSA began at approximately 10:^ AM on Iteceiaber 13, 1959, 
ARCSER.MOM ^^sas proposed and elected chairman of this session. 

The first item taken up in this session was the intro-r- 
duction of a COTarad*^ from Puerto Rico named JUAN RIVERA who had 
been ixsJared in an automobile accident en route to the National 
Convention, His arrival was very dramatic with the National 
Convention arising to give him a thunderous ovation* He had to 
be wheeled up to the platform and lifted onto the stage. 

Committee on Jewish Resolution- 
Report by JACK KLING 

KLING stated that the work of the Committee on Jewish 
Work was not completed, and a motion was introduced and adopted 
by the Convention that the resolution would be completed by 
February 15, 1960, and sulmiitted to the Party for approval* 

That resolution was followed by the introducSion of a 
resolutionon Cuba which was adopted. 

Report of the Appeals and Auditing 
Cotrmiittee by MORRIS CHILDS 

CHILDS reported that the Appeals Committee had dealt 
with many things. He reported on four appeals cases in particu:(,ar. 

One was a case from Northern California involving V,B, 
and M,G, He reported the appeal in this case was rejected and the 
Convention voted tipr^^pi^tain this decision* In explaining this case 
CHILDS said that it was the opinion of the committee that the 
individuals involved had violated the most elementary rules of 
Party organization. 

In the case of HARRY HAYWOOD for re-instatement into 
the Party, CHILDS reported that it was the committee's finding 
that HAYWOOD had been giveB every chance to remain in the Party 
and the actual facts were that HAYWOOD had taken himself out of 
the Party. The Appeals Committee had no objection to HAYWOOD* s 
re-applying for membership in the Party, but as fkr as being in 
the Party now, his request was rejected ♦ 

Thfe report caused a tremendous discussion with some 
people saying that you could not treat a person with HAYWOOD *s 
intelligence in that manner. Others in opposition to this said 
it was precisely because of his intelligence that the action 



was taken against him. .Because of his great intelligence, be 
should have known betterrco do what be did, Tfeis point was 
argued back and forth at length and finally a saotioa to 
sustain the findings of the Appeals Committe© was leade. This 
motion was passed with several abstentions. Most of those who '^ 
had supported HAYWOOD ♦s position in the argisme^t 02a this point, 
of course, abstained in the voting. 

Next there wais a question on CHARLES LOHMAH, but '.it 
was reported the Committee took no action on that. 

CHILDS said the Appeals Committee was referring that 
case back to the New York state organization. The Committee 
took the position that his case was not a Convesitioa appeal 
problem but was something that should still be handled on the 
state level. The wording on this was similar to a Supreme 
Court decision when' it states aji appellant has not exhausted 
all avenues for a case prior to having it presented to the 
Supreme Coijrt. 

CHILDS next reported on the work of the Auditing 
Committee.- At the. outset he said this could not be qualified 
as an audit because it had not been prepared hj a certified public 
accountant. He noted "it was done by well-=meaning comrades, but 
it would not stand up and recommenibd that the Convention accept it 
as information*. He said that in 1957 the Party had a total income 
of $196, 079. 78 and that at the end of 1957 it had a deficit of 
$1,844.99. He said that in 1968 the Party had a total income of 
$133,832.73 and total espouses of $131,361.41 which left it with 
a surplus of $2,471.32. 

He added that so far as 1959 goes, the tlgat^s reflect 
only the first nine months. During tMs period the. income was 
$92,31^.55. The Party has a surplus net worth of $2,489.14 and 
total liabilities of $11,018.96. 

CHILDS pointed out that income from dues has fallez) ' 
considerably. The motion to adopt the report ©f the Auditing Com- 
mittee wais unanimous. 

WILLIAM WEINSTONE next brought in an appeals matter 
concerning JIAX BEDACHT»s case. WEINSTONE spoke of this cas^e with 
great fervor ^ saying that BEDACHT had been treated in an undemocratic, 
uufair and unjust manner and outlined the^ole history of the case. 
He asked the Convention to right a long standing wroig that had been 
done to this comrade in the period that is a black mark in our 
Party's history. 



P-. 



CHILDS poixited out the CoKuvexntion did xkot need to take 
any action on the BEDAGHT case because -tiaere was no case against 
him» His appeal had been granted by a previous Appeals Committee 
decision o (Evidently this information had not been communicated 
to BEDACET.) 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS, JR., 
Regarding JPAN RIVERA 

DAVIS rose at this time to speak in glowing terms about 
the courage and perseverance of comrade. JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, 
President of the CP of Puerto Rico. 



greetings to the Convention from the CP 

were in Spanish arid were translated 



RIVERA brought 
of Puerto Ric^* His 
by JESUS COLON. 

PAT TOOHEY responded to these greetings for the Convention 
and said the Convention welcomed comrade RIVERA aM had great 
respect for his courage and fortitude in struggling for the rights 
•of the Pueyto Rican people, etc. 



In his comments in addition to the greetings trorsk.^ the 
Puerto Rican CP, RIVERA reported on how he had been injured in an 

automobile .acci-dent ©nroute to the Convention from the airport. He 
added he. suspected that his being struck by an automobile was not ^ 
a fcbmplete- accident but had beea caused by the American capitalists 
who ^ere drying to prevent him from attending the Convenlbion. 

At this point the morning session of the Convention was "^^'^ 
adjourned. 

Rept^rt-dh-i^he Latin American 
Affairs Committee by PAT T<X)HEY 

TQDHEY gave the report of the Latin American Affairs 
Committee and at the end of this report introduced a. mot ion -that tlie 
NC ;be directed to create a Latin American Commiepion as one of its 
first orders of business. He also introduced a motion that the 
Paty arrange, a conference in the southwest to deal with Latin , 
American- affairs. He also submitted a motion that the Party appeal^^ 
to the conscience of the American people fo:r solidarity and cons'lder^- 
ation of the problems of the Latin American people. 



I I spoke and reported on the Cuban situation in 
-glowing terms with regard to the resolution in Cuba. He reported on 
'the attempts of monopoly capital to destroy the Cuban revolution. 
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reported that the monopoly capitalists ar e^^lirMng _^ 

BATISTA while at the same time banning the sales of arms to FIDEL ^"*; 
CASTRO. The capitalists are also boycotting and blockading other 
countries trom supplying arms to CASTRO, This in effect is putting 
an economic sqWaz^e play on CASTRO "s government in an attempt to 
reverse the land'^ refQrm. 
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continued speaking about the land reform and the 

way that the country has been aoned off and listed other advarij^ed 
that were being made in land reform, collectivization of tbe farms 
and the dealing on the agrarian qt^estion. He pointed out that 
while BATISTA had been under the influence of American capitalists 
the Cuban people were not permitted to grow crops that would 
benefit them> They could only grow the money crop— sugar • The 
profits from this went into the pockets of the monopoly capital- 
ists and BATISTA o Some miany thousands of acres of land lay 
dormanlj but. now because of the land reform the Cubans are using 
them f oi! . growing their own crops • The amount of sugar that is 
grown has been cut considerably and crops are being produced for 
the benefit of the Cubans themselves . 

Prior to the adopts of the resolution on the Latin 
Americansituatipn, an amendment was added that an appeal be made 
for amnesty for the Puerto Rican nationalists who are now in Jg,il. 
This amendment was added to the original motion to adopt the 
resolutioji ,and a vote was taken which accepted them unanimously. 

Report on Nominations 
for the NC 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN spoke at this time and entered a 
motion to elect WILLIAM Z. FOSTER as chairman emeritus of the CPo 
This motion was seconded by ELMER _____ from Washington who had 
recently returned to the United States from a World Federation of 
Trade Unionists, In his seconding speedy, he spoke of the tremendous 
popularity of FOSTER in Europe and added that everywhere he went 
people asked if the Party in the United States was following FOSTER. 

This motion was passed with one abstention* It appeared 
that ■ everyone was. looking to see who the pers'on.'* was who abstained, 
but it was not made " 



FLYNN then reported the names for preferred nominations 
on the list of at«>large nomine.ss for the NCo It ^ was noted at this 
time that the number of at«large members had been increased to 25 
from the original 15 which had been announced by GllS HALL previously « 



At some time diariag the CoBveBtioja 
increased. The basis for doiag this 
greater "emphasis on industrial, 
motionlto increase had been passed. 
follows s 



appareBtly this figure had be^n 
that it would permit sL 

^M the Negro Question. This 
preferred list was as 



GENE DENNIS 

JIM JACKSON 

BEN DAVIS, JR* 

JACK STACHEL 

PHIL BART 

HERB APTHEKER 

JESUS COLON 

HELEN ALLISON T/INTER 

ARNOLD JOHNS ON 

WILLIAM WEINSTONS 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
SI GERSON 

(The latter two were 
tied) 



GUS HALL 
HY L0MER 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
IRVING POTASH 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
JIM ALLEN- 
AL RICHMOND 
,PSfTIS PERRY 
GSRALDYNS LIGHTEOOT 
MNNY from Philadelphia 
ERIC BURT 
GEORGE MEYERS 

DELL from Northern California 
CDELL solved the problem by 
deelisaing iumediately) 
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The above noMinati<s>xs0 
that had come oat of the Preg 
is to be note4 that the leaders' 
chances becatise apparently the 
Presiding Committee and Nominations 



FLYNN then read a second list 
large positions on the NC which was as 



were r't^ported as the nominations 

,ng and Nominations Committee* It 
hip at this Convention took no' 
same people , served -on- both the 



nominees for the at- 
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MOLLZE WEST 
GEORGE MORRIS 
NATE SHARPE from Chicago 



MILFORP S 



the South 

, from Washington 
BEmSTT 



MOLLIE WEST lassffiediatelj dec limed. 

Next the state. ai®min®es were read t® the Convention. 

New York; PAUL R. NAT " 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK M^RT fTcam B^iifalo 

MIKEi a Latin American I I 

I 1 BILL ALBERTSON 



-3/- 



At this time an argument eBSued on the f 3.oor because 
some people objected to the readizag off the at~large delegates 
in two seatipns. The request was that the chair make tjie Presiding 
Committee report all of the at-large delegates in one grpup* , The 
feeling of those who objected to the way it was carried out was 
that it was an indication that the people on the preferred li^t 
had already been pre-chosen by the Nominations Committee*.^ In the 
way it was done the Presiding Conmittee was adding its recoBunienda- 
tions to the nominations of the various states* The ch?tir r^led 
that this could not.be done, however • 

The remaining nominees were as follows: 



Southern California s 
Northern California: 
Illinois: 

Michigan: 
Ohio: 

New England: 
New Jersey: 

Indiana: 

Missouri : 

Wisconsin: 

Minnesota: 

Eastern Pennsylvania: * 
Washington State: 

Oregon: 

The South 



DOROUiiir HEALEY. 

BEN^^BBS 

MICKEY LI-MA^ 
ROSCOE ~ ^; 
JUANITA 



CLAUDE L IGHTFOOT 

I I 
FLO HALL 

SAM KUSHNER 

CARL WINTER 
I I 

ANTON KRCHMAREK 
ED ___ 

HOMER mASE 

PAT TQOHEY 
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MMNY BLUM 
.C. MRTIN 
FRED BIATR 



TOM NABRIED 
BURT NELSON 

I 1 

T. ROBINSON 

iS. YBAZim 



:-K- •->/>•'■/.■■ •' ,'• 
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After the reading of these ^nomijuees the Presiding 
Cozomittee ana&o»u©ced that a ballot in order to be valid had to 
have at least 45 and no more than 60 namest* 

At this time a list of additional nominees wb.s read 
to the Convention/ These indluceds 

New Yorks BETTY GANNAT 

ARTIE (who^ decl ined) 
I "fe ho declined) 

JIM TORMEY 

Southern California; 
BILL TAYLOR 

ANITA ^ ' . 

Northern California^ ^^^ 

40E Fe (who declined) ^ 



LEE (who declined) 



Michigan s 



Indiana; ' BENNETT (who dec 

A T^ll^JTs Committee was announced consist ing of RAL PH 

^, f ERB from New Yorkj MOLLIE from Chicago and 

Michigan* < 



from 



After the above announcements were nmdej; ARNOLD JOHNSON 

introduced a resolution on eictenhion of the trea^ty with Japan^. 

Summary :Rem?,rks 
$y GUS HALL 



•'-HALL in his closing remarks stated that the Convention 
has fulfilled most of its responsibilities, ^The Convention w^s^a' 
big:step In building ^ a Marxist-Leiainist Party in ^ur country* Nobody 
could be said to have had their. way at this Convention • The ^Convention 
voted up /and down on all questions.. He thought that we had attempted 
too much in the Convent ibnf however p ^and that there would be Many 
minor '.prol^lems to-be raised » He concluded by saying that one thing 
is certain 5^ we have emerged from this Convention with One Party » 
one policy, one line and -one direction. He again said the Convention 
did 'not have en^Bgh, time for discussion in order- -to enable it. to get 
the benefit of thie experiences of our comrades in the -various issues 
aid added that there are still some elements of factionalism within 
the Party, and we must at all costs^ find ways to weed .it out and 
stamp it out. ^ 



If this Convention gives any mandate, it gives the 
leadership a mandate to completely destroy any vicissitudes of 
factioEiaM^ 

The next point taken up was the establishment of the 
voting delegates by District. This was as follows: 



New York 


36 


New Jersey 


4 


Eastern Pennsylvania 


7 


New England 


4 


Maryland 


1 


Ohio 


7 


Michigan 


6 


Illinois 


18 


Indiana 


2 


Wisconsin 


2 


Minnesota 


6 


Oregon 


1 


Washington 


6 


Southern California 


19 


Northern California 


13 


Missouri 


1 


The South 


5 



The actual voting at the Convention did not? take place 
X until approximately 5:00 PM. The le&st of the time from then 
\ until the end of the Convention wascs^ent in counting the ballots, 
etc. 

The following is the result of the balloting for the NC: 



1. 


GUS HALL 


131 


2. 


DANNY from Eastern 






Pennsylvania 


126 


3. 


JESUS COLON 


122.1 


4. 


JIM JACKSON 


121 


5. 


ELIZABETH GURLEY FUm^ 120 


6. 


dBORGE MEYERS 


118.4 


7. 


HERB APTHEKER 


117.8 


8. 


WILLIAM PATTERSON 


116.7 


9. 


CLARiNCE HATHAWAY 


111.4 


10. 


1 1 


110.7 


11 : 


IRVING POTASH 


109.8 


12; 


. HY LUMER 


109 


13. 


PETTIS PERRY 


107.7 


14. 


BEN DAVIS 


107.4 
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15; 

lis. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 



ARNOLD JOHNSON 

GENE iENNIS 
GERALDYNE LIGHTBOOT 
JAMES ALLEN 
ERIC BURT 
HELEN ALLISON 
AL RICHMOND 
JACK STACHEL 
PHIL BART 
SI GERSON 



106.4 
104.7 
10^'. 
98.1 
93 • 7 
91.7 
87. 
84.5 
94.4 
77. 
63.9 



on the NCj 



The below listed were not elected to at-large positions 



WILLIAM WEINSTQNE 58.9 

58. 
49.9 
46.9 
38.9 
37.3 
.35,6 
.30.7 

The following people were elected to the positions 

allotted to the District on the NCs ' 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4, 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 



ROBINSON from the South 

FRAZIER from the South 
I ~l from the South 

KRCHMAREK 

JAKE from Maryland 
NABRIED fro m Easteraa Penmsylvania 



from Minnesota 
Ixhm Wisconsin 



■BLAIR 

C MARTIN 

CLAUDE LICfflTFOOT from Chicago 

JUANITA, Northern California 

DENNIS, Michigan 

CARL WINTER 

M, LIMA,. Northern California 

ROSCOE, Northern Calif ornia- 

PAT TOOHEY, New Jersey 

ED from Ohio 

F. HALL from Chicago 

MITCHELL, Southern California 



127 

127 

125- 

125 

124.7 

124 - 

123 

123 

122 

119 

117 

116 . 4 

114.7 

114 

114 

118.V3 



111 
109 . 1 



^^J^- 



• »*■ 4. 



20. WEINSTOCK from New "ffirk 106. S 

21. ALBBRTSON from New York 105.1 
22; PAUL from New York 105.1 
23; NELSON from Washington 101.3 
24. HAALAND 10i;3 
25; MIKE from New York 101.3. 
26; WEST from Illiaois " 102;? 
27; KUSHNER from Illiaois 100. 
28; DELL from Southern Calif ornia 99.7 
29; NAT from New York 92.5 
30 ; BLUM from Indiana 94.3, 

31, CMSE from New Emgland 90.2 

32. GANNBT from New York 82.4 
33; HEALEY from Southern C^fornia 81.5 
34; TOR10EY from New York 79 ;i 
35. I!RIEDIiANDER from New York 60.4 

The below listed persons were not elected to 
the NC from their respective Districts: 

WEINMAN from New York 56.3 

TAYLOR from Southern California 53.6 
MORT f rom Southern<jCalifornia 53.3 

ROSEN ^^'f 

ALLISON from Michigan 41.9 

ANITA from Southern California 37.2 

The percentages indicated in the above.- were due to 
the fact that some Districts were able to vote in a tinit as 
some of the delegates with voting rights had. to leave the 
Convent ion, .pribr t© the easting of the ballots. For. this 
reason the. vote on the individuals had to be broken down on a 
percentage basis. 

The 17th National Convention of the CP-USA concluded 
at about midnight on December 13, 1959. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C39) 

FROM: Sa I I 

SUBJECT: CP, USA RICHMOND COUNTY 
IS - C 



DATE: 1/5/60 



1-NY 
1-NY 
l-NY 
1~NY 
1-NY 
l-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 

1-NY 




100-b43«T 

'100-57378 
100-79030 
'100-94650 

' 100-104023] 
100-49636" 

'100-54303 
'100-94555 

100-69089 
'100-79441 
'100-62630 

100-119816] 

' 100-109320 L 

'l00-26603-C42) (CP, USA NY COUNTY) (421) , ^ 

100-132461) (CP, USA PRINTING & LITHOGRAPiE RS REGION) (422) 
100-7629) (COMINFIL, NAACP) (4l) 
100-128817) (CP, USA MEMBERSHIP, NYD) (4l6) 
100-80638) (CP, USA MEMBERSHIP) (415) 
100-128314) (CP, USA funds) (4l6) 
100-26603-039) (4l4) 
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(414) 



VJS:ume 
(21) 





NY 100-26603-039 



Identity of Source 

Description of Info 

Date Received 
Received By 

Original Location 



who has 



furnished reliable 
info in past (conceal) 

CP Me^ting^ Staten 
Island, m, 12/6/59* 

12/8/59 



SA 

oral 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Information furnished bv infcnr).ant. $i/>: refle cted 



above ^ T^jas reduced to typing by SA[ ^ 

12/9/59 J and authenticated by informant on 12/I6/59. 

A copy of informant's oral report follows. 



on 



2 - 



# 



m 100-26603-C39 



12/8/59 

On DecemlDer S . IQBQ. a Communist Party meeting 
was held at the home of I 1 Drive. 

Staten Island. The meeting started at about 8:00 PM» 
The following members were present: 
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I I said that he had won a pool at his place of 
employment and used the money to bring his dues up to date, 
pay his assessment to support the Party National Convention, 
and donate some" to the fund drive of "The Worker." He said 
that the money collec ted from the Staten Island group was 
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turned over by him to[ 



In New York City, 



I I gave a short talk on the Taft-Hartley Law, 
but said that he did not want to get too much into it 
because he was saving I t for the next meeting when some new 
people would be there . I ~\ said that the next meeting will 
be " open." and nothing but labor problems will be d iscuss ed. 
I I said that he was bringing orie or two people and I | 
said - Iphat he would try to bring two guys he knows . I I 



asked 



! 



to see if he could bring one along. 



1 sa id that [ 

and BOB said thatl 



[ 



the group, £ 

the group. 

to the groim . 
laughed, L 



I was over to see him last week, 

] visited him to talk abo ut Joining 

Isaid that r I and F ~l want to join 
] said thatr 



[e called 
said that[ 



] iyd.ll never he admitted 
the "organizer" and everyone 



. . ^ Jis not much hetter than JACK. 

He said that I I had recently been thrown out of the NAACP 
hvl T the head of the NAACP on Staten Island. 



said that he has been a member of the KMCP on 
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Staten Island for 12 years^ and that he never h^d any tro^ble♦ 
He_aaid th at thi s iwas a g ood In dic ation o f the kind of guy 



IS* 



at thi s Twas a g ooa xn cixc atxon o i the Kxna or guy 
I I said that I I and I I are always talking 



and telling th^' workers what to do hut never do anything 
themselves 



I i wif e . I I then interrupted^ and said that 
she knew she shouln^t he saying anything, hut the Party 
wants new memhers'I ^he said that she had attended a 
■pre-oonvention meeting in New York City, and it was agreed 
that the Party should have a membership drive^ and that most 
groups need to he enlarged. She said that in the very near 
future, a new poy^tical party is going to he formed. 



said t 



] said that [ 



] wife. 



'^ reported I I 



and three other s to the NAACP as heing communists • He 
hat I I said he felt like murdering her, hut 
that nothing could he done to her since she is not a member 
of the Party, GIL did not say who the three besides I I 
were , 



I said that Dr , | | had recently spoke_ 
the Unitarian Chu^rch on the evolution of labor. 



at 



[ 



I I and l j pai 



] said that he and 



t 



^P-OO each toward their dues. 
I were paid up in full. 



^ Jsaid that the next meeting could not be held 

in twQ weeks because he and his wife were going away for the 
weekend^ He said he would notify the m^embers when and where 
the he:K;t m^eetlng would be.. 



[ 



]and[ 
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then started to h^ve an argu- 
ment about the Democratic and Republican parties. The 
meeting w as ove r at 10:00 PMjt but the two .argued for 30 
minutes.. I | said that the Democratic Party is a "war 
Party" ana ir they take pver the country will be in a war.. 
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OFFICE MEMORAliDUM « UNITED STATES GOVERNMEIfr 
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TO 
FROM 



SAC J, CHICAGO (ld0~125) 

sa' 



DATE: /'^--^f 



SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY OF ILLINOIS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
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Oa November 27 » 19505 [ 



1 who jbtas furnisbed 



Laformation ia the past, personally provideci. SA [ 

, J with oral information pertaining to the State 

Convention of the Communist Party (CP) of Illinois, which was 
held at Chicago, Illinois, on November 21 - 22, 1959. 

The above iaformatioffi was dictat ed on a memo belt 



on December 3, 1959, transcribed by Typist V ^_^ 

on December 9, 1959, and authenticated by tne iniormani: on 
December 9, 1959. 

Th e original info rmation is being maintained in 
Chicago file I I and is as follows: 



] 
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November 27 j 19^59 
CMeagOj, Illinois 



On No'^ember 21^ 1959 and November 22, 1959, 
tfee Cosmsunist Party of Illinois Isield a State Convention' 
at Hilda Hallj, 31st and Halsted Streets, CM/cago^ Illinois. 

At tke November 21 ^ 1959 session of the State 
Convention, the following individuals were ai&ong those 
presents 

CLAUDE LIGHTFO0f 
GERA1J)YNE LICSSfgOOT 



! - 



FLO HALL 

I I 
EABL DUBfiAM 
SAM K&SSNER 
LESTBH 9ATIS 

I . =1 

NATE SHABPE 
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met mimt — 

FRITZI ENGLESTEIN 



LOP DISPM 



2 
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tmaPTc rmrrrxc 



JACE KLim 



] 



Th® above meaitloaeci isdividviais were present at 
both sessions of .the CP ©f ■Illinois State Coaveatloa o& 
Novfmb@r 21.affl<3 22 p 1959. The below mei&tioaied 'iacJiviauals 
were mot pr©f@at for both sessions- of the- State- Cbavemtloa, 
however i, we^e observed -^t ©s&@-'S@ss±©ei ■of-the-coffivestioar ■ 

MQJLY TOST 



. , Whil® the agemda was beiag read by SAM KUSHKERp 

a c©iiiitt@@ .wa s selected -b y the eoaveatioa to determtae 
whether ©^ aot i L from t he -Wagen kaecht CP Section ,. 
should rema'ia at the' coaveati®ia» I r had.'aot beea "' ' 
elected by ,h4s .S®et4®a to -att^ad th^. Stat© Coaveatioas. but 
had.b ffa appolated by a nother' Seetioa-Cthe same Sectioa to 
which r"" I belongs) ,aado therefore^ did aot havf 

the ©ifiaial status as a- delegate. + 
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mad© a motiea that 



*r 

eli 



not be 



seated as a delega te since he was not elected las a delegate 
from his Sectioa. I I motion was 'voted, on and carried " 
ia favor ©f n ot seati ng I ~l ' Following -this, a motion 
was made that I ~l be allowed to attend the conveation' 
as a guest siace he is, a loag-tim© meaiber of the Cbiamixaist. 
Party. .Thiis Mo tion was also voted on ia favor'of .rijot '.. 
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seating r 

conv@nti«7 



thtis 



]was;. forced to leavfe the 
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SAM KDSHHER read the following agendas 




.Agenda for Hoveisber 21 » 1959's IL, 

KeynoEe' report hj ■^L&mE -htmrnms. Chairman,- 
a> OF -Illinois » ll . Resolutim on Fight for 
Pe^ceo III, Resolution '•T0n-Megro"Questloao * 


years j, 
medium 
first i 


Agenda- for Novea^er 22 s •1959s -IV;- - 
Resolution -offi~Traa.e-l^ni-®n-w©rJ£. •■ Vo Report from 
Constitution Goffiipi.ttee, VI, Resolution oi^ 
"The Worker?.', - .VI-I-,- -Report from Credentials — 
Coffipittee, VIII, Report on- the ^ Youth -Question, 
IX.. Report frosi the ~Resoluti€)ns.C©mm+ttee; 
X. Report from the- Nominating Committeei 


1 1 deseribad- as white. feTnal®. 35 
5'4t", 115 pounds » brown" hair » medium build j. 
comple3£ion„ was elected as the chairman- of the 


sessiono | |was elected as the .parliamentarian. 


The following individuals were . eleeted to- the 


NominaJtiag Committees , . - ... be 

_ ._ . .,_.,., ... ' -• -. . . b7C 

SAM .KUSHIER 
LESTER -DAVIS 
MTE SHARPE 
6ERALDIM LmmFOOT 

Four, Other unidentified individuals 




The following individuals were. -eledted to, the: 


Cpnptil 


;uti^n and, Inlaws Committees - 




koLLY WEST 
RICHARD CRILEY 
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Th©. followiiig iMividuals wmrm ©leeted to the 
Credei&tlals Commit t©©s 



On© ©th©r uMd^atif ied iMividual 
The following imdi^idual^- w#if# #i@€ted to^ th© 
Rasolutiosss eommitte^s 
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] 



EAEL BUBSm 
WW HAMa 
I I 



liOU DISKIir 

Thr©© other uffiid©sitifi©d iffidiviSsials 



ArwSo 



wzs.®Ms^t®& &m S@z>g@limt - at 



At this poisat it is motedt that th©' maia lia©s 
of all the r©solutioi&s.w©2'e adopted b^ a imajority of the 
votes » mven thdugh there was a aostisuous^ disrupt iosi from 
GEB!7RUD1 MG Mil's ssctiois tferoi^h©ut the period o through- 
out the eatir© eoajvesstioiSs there . seened' td>©- a aeed for 
clarifieatioffi 6a th© different resolistioas that were beiag. 
discussed, as was of tea stated by delegates from the 
particular SectioaS-, It is further apted. the, -delegates 
were givea the opp^tuaity to ^peak- ©a- the various 
resolutioas wheathey w@r@ pres#at©d,( 

Regardiag. poiaf aupber 1 ©a the ageada^ OLAtlDlS 
LIGHFFOOTs ia his keyaot© s^p^echj, stated that the l^jSO^ 
d#«<ad@ «^ould be the M^st gl@ridus for the Commuaist.- Painty, 
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and for the world in general, LmmFCm said ^ there should 
be an elimination of the Cold T^^ and a foreign peaee ^ 
policy obtained, and the C©»m'ist Party, .lUSA should stri¥e 
for these goals. He "said there"' tos 'been 'a tremendous ' gr-owth 
in the Soviet Union's ■ economy aiid by 1970;, the Soviet people 
will be enjoying the higest standard of living in the world, 
thus showing the superiority ®f pure. --socialism over' that ©^ ^i*© 
capitalistic society. ' LiaHTFOOT said 'that the capitalists 
are gett-ing their asain' prof its' .through the exploitation 
of the -masses, and that these forces are aXs®: trying to 
stifle social progress in the United States. Further, 
there has been a broadening base of socialist thinking 
in the United ' States and in th© world,' A show of class 
struggle can. -be evidenced ' by ■ the steel and railroad. 
strikes in -the ■ recent past, ' Further, the treatment of 
Negroes in the United, States Will foe reflected, in any _ 
good will policy "hetisfeen the 'United States and Africa. 
LI6HTFO0T said that there will be "a shift in th© presient 
status'iof the'-'Aiierican..N@gr©-because the-l^egro^,Pe6pl"es . 
Mdvemeht' is ^linereasirig" •■in. ;militancy . ■I.IGHSFOOT , concluded 
that th^^ Negro' Question in- the United ^Sta*eS; is the ■ 
foremost domiestic question and there- must be an overall 
effort to unite all the- forces^ on- th® various issues ^ 
involved, s , 

• Regarding point nuasber 2 on the agenda, a 
discussion of -the. peace resolution ^as held in^relationship 
to thfe'- main- resolution of the National'. CP Qommitted. It- - 
was stated 'that the i^oremost act-ive'-committeein the -fight ■ 
for peace' ds the Chicago Comaittee For a Sane -Nuclear Policy 
(SANE). • It was stated that the fight ■ against 'fal-l©ut i^ the- 
first step towards disarmament and SAKE, is gaining support 
from the lab©3c movement and- also has.- gained -much more---respect 
and following from the local communities. It was stated 
that the' growth of the Friends Service Committee (Quakers) 
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bas produced a militant program for p©ac©„ . There has been 
a change of relationship on a world wide scale between 
socialism and capitalism. Two activities have been 
proposed in the straggle for: peace. One is. a petition 
drive for 50 thousand, signatures for peace to be given to 
President EISENHOWER to take to KHRUSCHEV oa his. next 
visit to the USSR; and public hearing planned for December 
5, 1959 concerning the eminent threat of atomic warfare 
and atomic fallout. This December 5 meeting will be 
held at Chicago, Illinois $ under th@ sponsorship of the 
Cbicago Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy. 

In regard to the above » MORRIS CHILDS stated 

the Communist Party must represent |&he national interests 

of the people and the national interest in this instance « 
is interest in peace. 

An amendment to the peace resolution was read 
which stated that the National Convention and the incdming 
"National Committee develop a detailed program for a.pe^ace 
time economy. 

Regarding point number 3 on the agenda, it was 
stated that the Negro Question is the most dijfficult 
problem in the United States today. .There has been a long 
delay in the Communist Party *s taking action in this 
regard. It was stated that efforts must be made to fight 
discrimination in employment and housing. , Further, the 
status of the Negro must be raised so. that he is .a full 
.0|edged citizen with equal rights. 

^ Regarding point number 4 on the agenda, it was 
stated that the working class is seeking a new alliance. 
The^e are struggles in industry and op#n shops as illustrated 
in the auto industry against speedups and automation. 
Further, there is organized resistance from the AFL 
against the Democratic machine and labor leadership. 
The Democratic machine and labor leadership^ are the ones 
who are dictating "Jim Crowism" in the United States. 
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The , "JIM CROW" attitude should be and must be, abolished in 
industries and in our society «, Further, it was stated 
that A» PHILIP RANDOLPH is very militant in his fight 
for Negro rights /y» labor. There is a need lor united 
labor movement among railroad workers. Further, 
communities should become more conscious of labor, trade 
unions and nat'ionality organizations. There has been 
past attacks on Left Wingers associated with labor. 
These attacks must l^e negated. The I^ndrum-GriffiVj 
Bill was a direct attach against the labor movement. 
This bill must be criticized and ultimately defeated. 
The central theme i« for the trade unions to serve as the 
key to a peace time economy. 

Regarding point number 5 on theagenda,. it was 
stated that bylaws to the Constitution were voted to be 
discussed at the second session of the State ConveBtion.i, 
and that Article 5 9 Section 5 be deleted from the 
Communist Party ^ USA^s Constitution o This .article and 
section has been voted prior to the conventibn^ that the 
majority of the National Committee be elected from the 
different regions^ for instance 9 trade union j, youths 
etc. Further J it was al^So decided that all of the CP of 
Illinois' resolutions regarding the Constitution be sub- 
mitted to the National Constitution Committee o 



Regarding point number 6 on the agenda, | | be 

I I Chairman of the Press Committee for "The WorKer"> b7c 
reported that "The Worker" served as a communication, of 
the Communist Party to Communist Party members p and to the 
working classes o She said that there is a need for a rental 
of subsciriptions and an increase of readers She also stated 
that some of the deficiencies in "The Worker" is the fact 
that its style and type needs to l>e varied to give its 
reacters a variance of print and yet^ still must have a quality 
of simplicity which will appeal to the working masses o 
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RegardiiEg point iiuniber 7 oa th# agenda , the 
following report was rendered by the Credentials Coiomittee 
which served as a group whose duty was to check the delegates' 
registration cards » 

On Saturday 9 November 21 j, 1959^ the Credentials 
committee report was as follows % 

Total delegates present 46 

Total alternates present 11 
Of the above non Uegro 

delegates . 18 

Non Negro alternates 1 

Also regarding the November. 21^ 1959 session ^ 
the following number of delegates were between thB following 
ages as grouped indicated below^ 

18 - 30 years 5 

31-40 years 10 

41 - 50 years 29 

51 - 60 years t(y: 
61 - 70 years 3 

The avetiage age was 47 o 

The number of years of Communist Party membership 
of the delegates ^re grouped together in their respebtiye 
ages of membership within thje Communist Party as follows; 
2 to 5 years Party membership - 6^ 6 to 10 ; ye?irs Party 
membership - 10 j, 11 to 15 years Party membership -• 7^ 16 
to- 20: yeaxs^Partyittembership - 97 21" to 25 years Party 

^^ember&hi^-- "15 ^"^ 26"tor-^0 "yeaxs Party membership - 6 j, 3 1 
to 35^'years Party mem|)ei*sh±p - 3o The average years in 

me party 4(5 18o ^ ^ 
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It is noted that there was one charter member 
of the Communist ;Party present o 

The following statistical breakdownv of delegates 
per employment statuses is as fallows s 

Number of delegates employed 48; 

Number of delegates :uEemployed 3 

Number of housewives 6 ; 

'Number of delegates %n unions- 2I\ 
Number of delegates in mass 

organizations 49 
Number of delegates in political 

action organizations 18. ' . 

It is to be noted that the political action 
organizations are ox?ganizations such as follows s^r cOPEj 
LLRE, DPI J and PAGc 

It is further noted that thei. mass organizations 
indicated above are such mass organizations as follows s 
Midwest Community Council^^ National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Jgeoples sind: tbS'^'Emma La^iarus .Federation 
of Jewish Womens Clubs and 0iicagp Coundi^l f or« Ar Sane 
Nuclear pplic^o ;'j;\\,:/ ::::■:. /,/'.. /:: ::i \:>, /.'^' ' .. 

:' ^^- jt is furtHer noted .that -on Sunday^ there were ^ -^ 
52 delegaites present and 14. alternate delegates present o Of 
these delegates, 20 were of the Negro race and there were 2 
charter members of the Party*, >r .^ ,. 



Regarding point "number 8 6a the agenda, [ 



] 



] gave a report on youth in which he expressed the needs 



and wants of ^he ^young-adtalt^ and teenagers of^-bur society « 
He stressed ^thait their interest in peace and lack of interest 
in trad6 unionism is based on education and lack of education 
in that respect o 
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[ 



] added to [ 



] report by stating 



Ihat many youths aud teeuiagers are tagged as being delinquents 

because of 'the pressure -exerted on- them from sogsi^tv g^ nd 
from the Tcondit ions' under which they reside o [^ 



stated that there ^ is a - feeling of ^ insecurity suuohg ~ the youth 
of the United StatfeSo This is brought* about by 'the 
capitalistic' society in general* Youths ;are given the 
responsibilities" of -adults but are riot equal in status o 
In this regard, the -youths eannot' have, the, voting privilege, 
however, they are reciuired. t o serve ,^; i n. the ^ armed forced 



] stated' "that * there is 



UQder the Conscript ioik Aet", 

Ihe-jivailability of youth under- proper guidance to become^ a 

real integral part of the Marxist^Leninist Movement-, but 
there-must be a moris^dynamic attempt by Party members* "to 
reach the youth with the BSarxist doctrine o Further, many 
Par ty> members tend to 4 reat the youth^ as" -a' minor part "of 
United "Front ^MovementV" ] "[ sta:ted that ■ there should 
be a-" youth^ .director' and a. y^uth cokmittee-'^ established in the 
Par ty,rt6^^^ work toimrds - the^ ^©st aJblishmen Cdf • a""riati©nal- - 
youth organization oi Further ^ | H s^id that thie 
..current- situat ion ^' regarding' youth is -a situation of chaos 

.which is caused by 'propaganda frdm-capitalistic machinery c 
Slie said » that the-yQuth ean-be militant- and this Is "^ — ' 
evidenced by "'the ■ recent ^ youth mar-eh on Was hington I n which 
30" -thousand ryiouths partieipated«^. Further^' \ ~| stated 

that ^ the''' youths 'of this country are- thoroughly ' inter elsted 
in peace, '-and thi^.ris evidenced by^^'^heir. participation in' 
the/ Ghic agQ 7 GoEdmittee^ 'f ot^v 1^ Sane. -Nuclear^ "Policy-o' - Fur titer , 

I n reported ihat - another ^evidence- of the militant'* 



aspects'/ of ^the youth- of this country Is ^^heir peace march 
that • thfey^ made from San 'Jose to Los Angeles, California, 
earlier during the year o , - — ^ -. ' > 



I cQJnt inued 'by^ -saying that "the most import§.nt 
immediate goal fcr the ^€dmmunist^ Party- is '^the- education .of-- 
youth " through mass organi^^tionfe or otherwise," but 'the Party 
must continue to look forward to -'the ultimate 'establishment ^of 
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a Marxist"Leninlst youth ©rgasii^ati€>a wMefe ^ ejtenates directly 
from' the Party an d is controlled aiid directed )by the Party, 

Further, I H reiterated^ th^t'^there- is d^finltfly ah 



availability 'Of youth to 'become a part "of the, Marxist movement, 
but that there should 'Be -a more^^'^dyssam^p attempt by Party people 
to reach these youthsv She e^pfeasi'^ed the i^ecessity for - 
younger people to be educated 'in^-the^ preparation for Party 
leadership because these peqple would be - closer related^'' 
chronolo gically' and could 'bitter understand the needs Qf ^ youtho 
I 1 also mentioned ^the high fate 'of unemployment among 
youth and the poor advance^> because 'of seniority' among the 
youths, especially the 'Negro o '"Sfee^^ said ^ that 'in 'regard to the ^ - 
Negro, he^.ias -two' strikes agaiast himj> one is in being in the 
stattts of the yo uth and -t he' "other ^-'is -suffering from severe 
discriminationo'"^ I 1 stated t'^at.ra national youth conference 
had^ been "held, and it >was Voted -that aiv youth director and 
a commissioA^ be; elected/ a^t' the' National* CP, Convention which 
would .work'" towai^d^ "the 'establishment of 'a -Nationalist' Haf xist-- 
ypTtith-organissation, which -the - Party needs for future recruit*^ 
ment of membjeii^ an^ lead@|»p^o^ - ^ ^ , , '' ; . !^ 

9-, on- ^the! ag<^nda^ the ^ ^ 
that the Natibhal Resolution 
and suggested that tliese 
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Regarding point 
^Resolution Goirfmittee" reported 
was weak in the following 
amendments be mades 



^v-' '' V.r -The Farm^-Questi^i^ :'Ib this regard ^ it was stated 
that.,-th'4"^National Committee and the incoming, eoisisilttee; 
should -undertake >the^^ study of farms- and .farm i^roblems'-and 
related - areas ^'f or- necessa^ry-action-o^ - -^ -The - Na tifcal- Touth ' 
Groups In 'this .regard, ^ it -was stated- ^that ,the national 
youth ' groups- -should^ be- gdven 'assistance and- guidance- to- 
grpi^- work^ and have- national -^ and -state committees- place 
spf^cial -attention -on Spanish ^ speaking people,- in" 11^. ino is c 
' Ihternatiotial Solida^ In regard to international/ 
solidarity, it was 'stated tl^t the^ national /-convention ^ 
should c&ll^^^iii the final resolutionj/^o^ a body working 
towards solidarity, peace, trade uiiion unity, fraternalness 
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^/\. : with the land 'of socialism -/aad'-ab^lisfesisteat of cQlosiialism* 

Further, should emphasis©' solidarity ^ith.Gubao Na?ti@Bal ,,^ 
^ Leaders 1 1 was s tatied • tlmt . National - i@ad@rs ' ^ele^tW 'to thft 
National Cdinmitteje sh^isld fo© affiliated dir@etly« with the 
trade upion movements and mass activity -so ^ that they 'will 
have- a betteic^ uriders,'i%iiding ©f ^"^hes© ara^s'of conflict o ^ 
L>- ^ Further,' the 'main line of the National fefesolistion was .adopted 
''' but/there' were- some polemies ^ abotst the' stateM@iit in the 

resolution which said" that tlie^main pr^oblm of" 4'fea Party was 
the nee^' to- buiXd>^ united fronto^ The St^t© Reso%ti©li , said 
J, that Revisionism -was the^tein dangeie^ o^ the P^^ty ioday^ It 

was vpted^^-to* afc©^pt Athis^pog|,feiofi ©f the- State R^solutio© ' 
rather than the^Jfationalo! ^ ^ . , . . . ^ ^'^ . 

■ ,Regai?4ixig point number 10 on the ageMa^ After the 
j^. ^ proposed' ^nominees to the -National' €Qn^.^nti dn " had ' be^n 'read^ 
^^ '■ to'the:.-St"ate-ednvefitiony- ^J [ stood and profoundly 

stated thaC she.-%ould-'nos o© zowc^a^to v ote- for .anyone tha t 
didjnot-^haire -her'/'jpoli^ti I I 

V' accused ^ the -conv-e nfion- ol t^^Jcing/ a social Democratic fdrmo 

I I ■'Was told- that additional- nominatidns- could 

g'^^r be- ma^de '^nd^^e^ could v-ot^ f or wlaomever she pleased-o- -it was 
"^ vote^.-by\-a-m3' ority of -the conven tion^ -C^ot -by"^' individual ^ ' 
delegates ''fr bm I I " Section! that there be a 

rejection of- 1 T statement.- ^ - ........ 

■'^ \. ^here- were -to -'be- li- -dele^atps 'and 3' alternates 
chosen to 'gb;t_Q "the'NationaL/"SP' Gonventiono. ^'Before the 
ballots were-'is^&edj it was' mentioned that one.qould vote for 
not more-" than 14 nominees- and-nofr Jess than 11 o —-- ---- 

^ ' '^^ ^^n^A£:ieT%^^^^e -'t^llj was > tafeen^ I I announced 

the ■ delegates wh^%were 'to' ^tiend *the \National' Convention, ^^ 
The"16wtest <three-%^d.ng *he" alternates o They were -as 

"v^- follows § . \ ^' ' 
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GP Coavestion 



lumber of '• 
Re€©iv©^d> 





(ILAWE LIGBTFOOT 


itioB&al 
were as 


44. 

41 

38 

36. 

35 

34 

34 

34 

32 

It 

Humber of Votes . 
Received 














FLO HALL. 
EARL DtmTfAM 
HOLLY VEST 
SAH KUSHISIER 
MtE SHAR9E 
1 ^CK KLIJJQ 


] 

the _ Ns 


b' 


Alternates to 
CS? Conveation 








30 
29 
27 

follows with number of 

Ifuniber of Votes 
Received 

19 
22 
16 

9 
11 

9 
26 
14 
24 












votes 


LESTER DAVIS 

Other ffio 
% as indicated 

Nominees 


minees 

o 
o 


s 




PICK GBim 
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b7C 


FRITIZI EN6LE 


STJE 


SIM 












I0U DISKIN 








y 









EU6E23E DEMZS and MORRIS i^XIDS w©^ elected by 

acclamation to attend the National Convention as 
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F©ll®wl!ffig th© ©l©©ti©ffi ©f d® legates .aad alternates p 
^M KUSHHER asmouiaeed that. guests (f rater-sal delegate;^ without 
vote) ; war© beiffig iavited to the Hatloiaal- Coaveffition aad these 
guests are as tollovBt . 



[ 



guest . 



Osi© iffidividwal represesitls^ jrouth 

Im regard to th© issdivldual represesstiag youth, 
"^~| was .selected t© attemd th© coaveatioa as a 
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It is to b@ a®t®d that , 

FLO BALL w@r© desigsiated as ©hairmaa ;f or th© secoa 
sessioa of th© Sta-t# C©av©ati@B./ 

FRITZI IIGEEOTIIM saad© th© f iaaaei^ report 
^whlch covered th© period from Jaauary to Octobeib, 1959, 

She stated that, th© total ree©ipts amouat to $24s,440VO0j 
which r©pr@s@ats aa iabr©as© of 14 per ceat over th© same 
period ia 19^8 « Further » the f@ll©wiag is a breakdowa 
for the total receipts? 



Oa© drive aad Org Juad 
From mass m©@tiag '" 
Illiaois sha^©<^"dues 
collected 



$18,588.07 
4 J 700 o It. 

I,131ol0 



Th© f ©llowiag is a list of ©^eaditures from the 
period of Jaauary t@ October , 1959 s 



Wages 

Doaatioas to "Th© W©rker»' 
Good aad welfare 
Meetiags aad -affairs 

Taxes ■ 



$6, 160 o 00 
5,056.66 
1,822.00 
1,786.21 
1,485.00 
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Subscriptions to various 



OG 10dil25 

Office x-@2at $ls,040.00 

Travel aad ©rgai&ization 2-, 260 * 57 

Rriatiffig , lj589.21 

T©l@pkom@ 550.24 

Iioass paid 616.00 

Pamphlets 3;, 345. 00 
Izegal fees amd audi^ag 

.. e^pesses 315.00 

Hall' rental for Biaet logs 115.50 

215.90 

77.52 , 
E^peases of volunteer workers 

in the office 53.40 

Gleaaiag . 197,80 

, Mis©eila?ieQus. , , ^ 168.60 

/.The balance as of Hovei&ber l, 1959$ as stated 
by FRITZI £N(^I^STEIH9 was $366.69:, however ^ this balance has 
been dissipated' a-^'- of' tite present' '^icse . 

The convention also passed motion to send 
greetings to GIL GBEESr? HEM¥ WINSTOH and ROBEBT THOMPSOl 

and to continia'e the campaign for amnesty. 

The closing remarks of the convention were made 
by CMUDE LIGHTFOOT^ Chairman» CP of Illinois » Camd it 
was stated' 'that the Illinois .District delegation to the 
Nati'bnal Coneeention is scheduled to b e held on Monday - ^^ 



Noveittber 30 , 1959 at the residence. of f 

I I CJhicagOj' Illinois. ^ 
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'a& M ^^^jillias^ -office., isadei^ Mtt c%t;ion^«i i^j^^iM$i: Bsj?^^ 

Brs«:|0h i^feg^'for the/lagtj jp^tt^if •«»£ 19S9-, • 

■ *: ' By aiifCel, 4at;ei^ t/BM% 'Idbie Beas^es? S^te ^cirstaird^d 



^g i^t^ Dif the Cidssfiut^'St l^aif.t^.4.'HM! Il0mb0rdlii|^9 El fas^- 
' ''Bvaiit^ for tli6 fourth ■Quaijt^a? j&l 1950* 
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Routing Slip 

0-7 (B'ev. '4-9-59) 



TO SAC: 

I — I Albany 

CZI Albuquerque 

j I Anchorage 

□ Atlanta 

I — I Baltimore 
\Z3 B Irmlngham 

I I Boston 

CZI Buffalo 

Butte 

□ Charlotte 
\ I Chicago 
CZI Cincinnati 
IZU Cleveland 
[ZU Dallas 

1 i Denver 
O Detroit 
CZI El Paso 




I — j Honolulu 
j — I Houston 

j i Indianapolis 

j — I Jacksonville 
I — I Kansas City 

□ Knoxville 
IZD Little Rock 

I — I L-os Angeles 
CH Louisville 
C3 Memphis - 

□ Miami / 
j — I Milwaukee / 
I — I Mlnneapolij 
CZI Mobile 
t I Newark 
tZDNe" 



RE: ^a^MUNIST PA 
MEMBERSHIP 




f 



Date 1 ^S^^OO 



XlNeys^^Qri^^ms^ 
CnajNew York Clty3^ 
"[ZD^Nbirfolk -"""^ 
CZI Oklahoma City 
L — I Omaha 
CZI Philadelphia 
m! Phoenix 
CZ3 Pittsburgh 
CZI Portland 
j— -I Richmond 
CZI St. Louis 
CZI Salt Lake City 
I I Scxn Antonio 
CZI San Diego 
I I San Francisco 
I I San Juan 



j — I Savannah 

CZI Seattle 

CD Springfield 

CZI Washington Field 

I — I Quantico 

TO LEGAT: 

I — I Bonn 
1 — j Havana 

j I London 

O Madrid 

CZI Mexico D. F. 

CD Ottawa 

CD Paris 

I — I Rome 

I — I Hlo de Janeiro 

CD Tokyo 



USA 



I I For information 



1 I For appropriate action 



I ill The enclose d is for your Information. If used in a future report, I 1 conceal 
all sources, CD paraphrase contents. 

\ i Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 

dated . 
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mm i jSA0-» w^miitm^mk (100-32208) 



t}tMh% 



'■0a 



Mlio- lias. ftii*ftlshe4 2*-eslia"l)le 



in ybsaaatioa: ^ the j^a afe^ pB&yMed a written ststissiejit ta 

jaeetJ^jig* OFJiFP, on i/5/5o^ ^t i$%5 West gusctueiiamia Aveisae^ 

tliilMeipMa, ' '-, -. . ./' 

At this a^etS-Hs SHCli^^ WB'B1JBS>^ Bisti^lct €hai2man> 
spcfee <?^ th^ px-dljlem t>f CF dues pa^ents> a^ilegiids that: dues 
jj^rm9»t0 has ralien off' comi^XBliiF g^c© the Conv^atioiij. 
«spei5iia3J^ 4i^i33£ the Oha?istaass ^^►llci^^* He .^^S that iintil 
the Coa^iehticaa, 1S2 4ues p^^eatB Md laeea loade^r l>ut it some 
][)ecestb<35i? dues^iea?© not. paid soo% tl^s fine atrex'agei ^rofold drop, 
He added that at the p3?6sent t5H^ tlie3?e we^pe 3.3^ dizes-pajriiig 
m^'bei'^ t^ho t^ye <c\33a?e3at in thi^ mstilctA d ncladiim the 
out'-Qf^tmh W areas. ,gstis was fsoxtflmed fejr 
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District Dues Seo3?etaiy» CFSHJ.. 

It was decided that the MO would a?e<?a8mend to 
'ijhe BiBt3?lct OOMaaittee (BO) that a?esista?atlOR fo3? 19^0 should 
Tsfegia 3^ffiaediately Jfollowittg the ^ecottd half ot the mstriet 
Oohveiitlah, 1/30*31/60, ' St the lEsMet Ooamlttee app3?oved of it. 
H^tm ?^?ere made to prepa^petM £?3?ittted inateilal s^lati^Ye to 
■ i?egiet2?atlon 'foi* ■p3:^sentatioa -to tfee |3C, at the 150 is0etlns • • 
1/25/60^ so that following appi?oiral of the DC the material can 
^e given out to those in ^.ttehOffioee at the second liaif of the 
jastaaiet Corcrehtioh. , 

/d^ -<f«y6 3rr^-*yi,4 



■/fTp-.lfevi Yoric (100.80538 ) (Info J.'(BI«).#^-'j.^>^Y-'^?r^ 

1 - 100-32208 ' , V^f/^ 

1 - iOO.28841 < 1^ 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM «« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO ! DIRECTOR, FBI (100=3=69) 

FROM : SAC, CHIC&GO (100»33741) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY = USA 
ORGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 



DATES \//^/m 



CARE SHO UED BE US ED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING THE FOI^ 
imim INFORMATION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY^Fi A Hlfifflt^Y 
PLACED INFORMANT . 



CG 5824-S*, 
SA JOHN E. KEATING the 
oral information was 



Jaansmry 12, I960,.. 

ati®M ®m the i 

to wstPitis^ om. JasMS^y 15,- 1960. 



ifMTBished to 

• This 



2 - JSoreau (REGISTERED) 
C3> ilew^JforK-nCREGI'Sa^RED) 

^<'^C^LjL0Cfc§SgS8).(eP=USA, Memtoes'ship) 
(1 - 1Q0'»80641)(CP'='USA, OrgaBiasatiom) 

(1 - .100<-128814)CCP<»US&, New Y®a?k .District,- Organization). 
<^ (1 ^ 100=56579) (PHIL BART) 
liA^ (1 ~ 100=16021) (ARNOID. JOHNSON) 
(1 - 100=47211) CSTEVE NELSON) , 
(1 - 100=18065) (JACK STACHEL) 

1 - San Francis©© (65=1242) (MICKEY LIM&) (REGISTERED) 
1- = Seattle (100=127) (BURT NELSON) (REGISTERED) 

2 = Chicago 

(1 = A/134-46) 




JEK/kws 
(13) 
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January 12 > 1960 

PHIL BART J Natioiml Organization Secretary of the Com- 
munist Party « USA, made the following comments on January 11, 
1960: 

Communist Party ^ USA Membership 

Despite - annomncements made at the^ 17th National Con- 
vention o:^ the Communist Paapty «» USA^f the current membership of 
the Communist . Party « USA, based on average dues payments, is 
approximately 6,000* 

The New National Executive . Committee 
of the Communist Party ^ USA- 

The new National Executive Committee of the Communist 
Party « USA will not be elected until the new National Committee 
meets in March, I960* An effort may be made to. eliminate BURT 
NELSON from the ^tidnal Executive Committee and have only one 
person from the far West on the Na^tional Executive Committee*- 
This one person may possibly be MICKEY LIMA* 

JACK STACHEIi 

There will be s. celebration for JACK STACHEL during 
February, 1960, on the occasion of his 60th birthday. Plans for 
this celebration vdll be initiated by STACHEL* s club and Section 
in order to illustrate that a fterson doing national work for the 
Party can also parti<sipate in clnh level activities. 

STEVE WELSON 

STEVE liELSON asked to. b®. assigned to a club and has 
been assigned to a printers cMb in the New Tork District of the 
Communist Party » USA. 

ABNOIJD JOHNSON 

ARNOLD JOHNSON has a serious back ailment. and was 
scheduled to enter the hospital during the week of January IQ, 
1960. 
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Dat^ of report Jan, 3^ i960.. 



The Bronx County Committee Communi st Party held a 



regular meeting on Wfidnesdav night Dec, "^0 at 
house 



new b7c 



Those attending this meeting were as follows. f 



b6 
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was 



the Agenda as presented by 



nhoae n chairman of the meeting and 



was^ %(b.) a political discussion 



around the coming I96O Legislature opening^ the ROCKEFELLER 
statement on his withdrawal from running for President^ 2(a) 
possible subway strike* 3 - Funds^ and 4, coming State 
Convention* 

In addition, an announcement on the opening session 
of the School of Social Science j, and the rally at the Allerton 
Section for HENRY WINSTON. 



b7C 



' I I reported on the forthcoming 196O Legislature and 
what we could do, not only independently but together with others 
in our neighborhood, organizations etc<, 

The question of raising the minimum wage, which has 
the backing of all the N.Y, City officials. In this respect N,Y, 
4pes not have a minimum wage law similar to our National pattern, 
so we can do much to see that this becomes a reality for 196O. 

Another important issue is the Met calf Bakej? bill 
around housing, the raising of rents, especially through the many 
false issues such as the ^ale and resale of houses between 
relatives etc, thus raising rents to an unbelivable high* 

Also for the coming I96O National & other elections, 

we should urge the passing of legislation to conduct registration 

and literacy test_ in Spanish in areas where Spanish speaking 

people reside thus allowing and facilitating the method of register- 
ing and voting. 
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Another Important reform is the changing of the 
Landon - Griffin bill which as of now is definitly anti Labor- 
and is destined to hurt the worker rather t]ian Help him* 

These are only a few of the cases which confront the 
j?eople in this coming year of i960 and we as individuals and as 
members of many organisations must rally and urge others to 
support a program which will change or add to the composition of 
ihe i960 legislature. 

In the National scene ^ the coming conference of the 
T^orld leaders of the nations of the world must be watched very 
darefuly to see who sets the policy whether it be the people or 
the leaaers. 

In connection with this major world conference ^ the 
party, arid we in the Bronx County Committee can do a great service 
by acceptind the responsibility of distributing the KRUSCHEV 
pamphlet on disarmament. We can distribute them in the theme of 
a Peace Program for EIJSENHOWER for the Conference. 

This can be done by all, and in various ways, again 
through friends, neighbors, organisations labor unions etc. The 
party has thousands of these pamphlets left oyer and each Section 
should take a large quantity for mass distribution. 

Also on the Nat3.onal scene we must campaign for a 
bpeak by the Republican Dixicrat£S, around the Civil Rights issue, 
which can be a very dangerous issue for the 196O National elections, 
H0re in the Bron:K; it would be a good thing if the Jewish organisations 
in the various areas of the Bronx in the East, Nort h W est, North 
E^-st and West would campaign against thig issue it would be very 
successful and fruitful. 

All of the above can be successful to the extent that 
the people send telegrams, post cards, write letters, send 
delegations to our local representatives in the Assembly, Senate 
and the Congress urging support of these and other issue_ which 
are so Important to the people in general because it effects 
their cost of living, food and housing etc. 
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We must also support and watch closely the Nataonal 
C'.lvO. legislative Conference in Washington in the near future^ 
and urge for passade of rule 22* 

In February we celebrate Negro History w^ek and we 
must plan some activity around this issue ^ a large meeting^ 
conferences in a church, a forum in a public library or any oth^r 
activity by other ox*ganl^ations to honor this important event a. 

Sometime in May, Sane is anticipating holding a large 
meeting where all the Presidential candidates will be invited to 
voice thqir views, also, a rewriting of the Peace Petition and 
this to be followed by a mass distribution for signatures for the 
abolishing of the Nuclear weapons etc. 



I I gave a fund drive report to date, as of tonight, 
since last fall we raised $2,000, make a total fund drive to date r"^ 
of $7,578.80 or 60fo of our goal. The original goal of $12,000 
still stands and must be concluded soon before we have another 
drive upon us. 

The County has enough funds for one more weeks_ so It 
vfe in the County who pledged to raise money, including our own 
quota, can do so in the next week or two we should do so bec^-u^e 
we cannot operate without funds much longer. The State 
representatives are going without funds, the Worker is borrowing 
beyond its limit and this cannot continue much longer without 
leaving a mark on the Party. 



In the past few weeks | | has spoken with the be 

organizers of the various Section ana is pleased to report that b7( 
the attitude of those who were nor5 wholeheartedly in favor of 
the fund drive, now are doing the best to fullfil their pledge. 
By Sections the totals turned in as of tonight are as follows - 
Sout h Ea st $528.00, Hungarian $641.00, West $1,621^ Nort h Ea st 
$l,8W7lJorthj[est $79^70, East Bronx $30.60. ' 

^ This leaves a total of $7^578 to raise to complete the 
drive. 

There was general discussion on the fynd drive and all 
agreed that it ipust be completed soon so as not to conflict with the 
new on^ starting in Feb. 
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I I outlined the coming re -convening of the State 
Convention, which will be held on Friday nighi? Jan 8, and all 
day sat, Jan. 9 at the same place as the regular convention 
(Academy of Music on E. 14 3t.). 

At the Friday night session there will be a report 
■on the National convention and general discussion. 

On sat. there are a number of questions and i*esolutions 
that were not resolved at the last convention, th^t have to be 
dealt with, also a plan of work for the coming year, many Issues, 
on the legislative progr?tm for i960, the i960 elections, norainat;Lons 
of a State committee and state officers, and f inaly a general 
discussion on the proposed membership from the convention to the 
State Committee. 



bo 
b7C 



opened the floor for any other discussion on 



the coming State Convention and urged us to submit names of people 
whom we would delegate as members from this Bronx county committee 
to the State Committee. 
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The names of 



with a brief hist}03?y of her 



activities in her Sectlo n~ana var ious organizations to which she 

belonged to etc, etc, by I "~~l but she turned it down because 

she had so much to do in her Sectioji, there being no other person 
active in her area. 



bb 
b7C 



I 



was nominated and accepted. 



who is a 



member of th^ watiofial Committee was nominated hna accepted only 
after no other person accepted, | | gratefully accepted deeming 
it an honor. 



bo 
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I I re viewe d the other members of the County Committee ^°^ 



bb 
b7C 



and in relation to f^ said that he could not be accepted because 
of securJ^ty reasons. 

I I the young membej;' of the County committee cannot be 
accepted because he is not a member of the party for two years. 

On the announcements, | [ urged a large attendance 
at the meeting in the Allerton Section, for HENRY WINSTON, J=° 
sponsored by the Bronx Civil l^iberties Committee. The principal ^'^ 
speakers we3;'e' to be ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, JOHN'ABT, 
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also urged a large registration for the new 



fall term of the School of Social Science^ as per her talk with 
I I who could not be here. 

The new term would start on Jan 18, and we are urged to 
take it up with our Sections and if possible establish classes 
here in the Bronx where it can be easier for our older people 
ho attend* 



bo 
b7C 



I 



]^poke on recruiting new and old people to our 



jparty^ and a resolution was passed at the National convention 

that/ the Party double its membership by the next National Convention^, 

and; to achieve 10^ by May 1, I960, 



bo 
b7C 



There will be an open meeting in the Puerto Rican 
community around this issue and the party hopes to be very successful 
in this drive, ^ 



reported that she has been seeing and speaking 
to people^ former party people and others and has had favorable 
response to these talks* One person in particular who held a 
position on the Bronx County Committee, a- member of a mass organizat 
etCc dropped out during a period when many questions had to be 
answered, when much confusion reigned, has now taken on a new 
position and is seriously thinking of coming back into the Party, 
we here in the County Committee must register our approval or 
disapp roval of accepting her back once more, and as far as she, 
I _ [ ^^ concerned she believes that she is sincere and is in a 
position to be taken back. 

A vote was taken and everyone but 
accept h^r back into the Party. 
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agreed to 



This person is 



bo 
b7C 



I I urged us to talk and contact other possible 
recruits, new and old to swell our ranks if we expect to build a 
mass Party of Socialism here in America, 



Before adjourning 



had tickets to the WINSTON 



bo 
b7C 



affair and she also would take' orders for the KRUSCHEV report on 
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Disarmament for mass distribution among people in mass organization^ 
or Xxi the community, 

The n ext meeti ng xms set for tv/o weeks Jan, 13, at | | ^^^ 

I I house on| |Ave, Apt, D. 



Prior to the meeting, before F I came, [ 



sugge sted that we, the members of the County Committee, give ^^ 
I l a Christmas present^ there wa,s no time for a general discussion ^^7^ 
^o hurriedly we agreed to 3^onate v/hatever we could, 2 or 3 dollars 
^nd present her with a car coat or a gifi? certificate, whichever 
TAfas more appropriate. 

Everyone agreed and those present donated $3.00 each, 
and the other membei^s of the County Committee not present would 
be contacted. 
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EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN USING THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMTION TO PRECLUDE COMPROMISING THE INFORMANT » 

December 16^ 1959 

On December 10, to 13, 1959 the 17th National 
Convention, COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) , USA, was convened at the 
Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

The convention was called to order by ELIZABETH 
GURLEY FLYNN, after which a welcoming address was given by 
BEN DAVIS. FLYNN then read greetings from WILLIAM Z. FOSTER. 
FLYNN also read a message of greetings from the CP of Ireland 
and JAMES JACKSON read greetings from the CPs of India, 
Bulgaria, Israel, Great Britain, Norway, and Japan, 

PHIL BART then spoke concerning the convention 
organization, announcing there will be nine sessions, in- 
cluding the Sunday afternoon session ^ All committees elected 
that day will meet in the evening to organize their work. 
At this point the presiding committee was elected, after 
which the morning session was adjourned for lunch. 

At the outset of the afternoon session, the following 
committees were nominated and elected, with the chairmen, 
insofar as could be determined: 

General Resolutions Committee ]3^ 

JAMES JACKSON b7c 

Peace Committee 
HY LmCER 

Trade Union Committee 
IRVING POTASH 

Negro Resolutions Committee 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

Defense Committee 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

Women *s Matters Committee 
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Latin America Committee 
PAT TOOHEY 

1960 Elections Committee 
BEN DAVIS 

Youth Matters Committee 
BILL ALBERTSON 

Appeals Committee 

(First Name Unknown) NABRIED 

Credentials Committee 
(First Name Unknown) KLING 

This latter committee also had as its membership 
ERWIN (Last Name Unknown), from New York City; (First Name 
Unknown) ROCHESTER, from Philadelphia; and HANLEY (Last Name 
Unknown), from Minnesota. 

Farm Committee 

DELL (Last Name Unknown) 

Party Organization Committee 
(First Name Unknown) LIMA 

A motion was made and adopted limiting del^ate from 
the floor to seven minutes per speaker, A delegate could 
speak again but only after all others had been heard on that 
particular subject matter. At this point GUS HALL gave the 
Keynote Speech and stated in part: 

These are turbulent times* We are living in a 
period when events move with great speed — when decades are 
at times telescoped into weeks. Nor is the turbulence merely 
on the surface of things. The movement of events today is 
profoundly reshaping the world. It is basically altering the 
relationship of forces and is creating a constant succession 
of new, unprecedented situations. And the pace of these changes 
grows faster as time goes on. 

It is in the midst of these developments that our 
17th Convention meets. During the next four days we will 
undertake y dispassionately and realistically, to appraise the 
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state of affairs in the world and in our own country, and to 
chart our course for the momentous period which lies ahead of 
us. This is a difficult task, but it is also an exciting 
and enthusing task — and a rewarding one. 

TWO COHVENTIONS 

The scope and speed of events is dramatized with 
special force by the contrast between the atmosphere, surrounding 
circumstances and outlook of this convention and the corres- 
ponding features of the 16th Convention. That convention took 
place in the midst of confusion and bewilderment resulting 
from the revelations of the 20th Congress of the CPSU concerning 
the weaknesses and mistakes of the Stalin era. It took place 
amid the disorientation and questioning created by the Polish 
and Hungarian revolts. 

That was a period when world tensions were on the 
upgrade, and when the DULLES policies of "brinkmanship'* and 
"massive retaliation" were in the ascendency. It was the 
period of the Suez invasion. 

It was a time when the Party was in the depths of 
a crisis in which its very life or death was a subject of 
intense debate. It was a time of the gathering of the right 
opportunist and liquidationist forces for their assault on the 
Party, an assault reflecting the world-wide revisionist swing 
which developed under the pressures of boxirgeois ideology 
and as a reaction to the "Left" sectarian, dogmatic practices 
of the past. 

Finally, the convention took place when the Party 
was just emerging from the disruption created by the attacks 
on it under the Smith Act and other repressive measures of 
the period when McCarthyism was at its heights. 

Looking back on the situation of those days, it must 
be said that the 16th Convention, in spite of all its weaknesses, 
was a positive achievement. 

That convention had before it two central problems: 
1) Whether or not there was a place for a COMMUNIST PARTY in 
the U. S^, and; 2) whether such a Party, under American 
conditions, could be a Marxist-Leninist Party. Despite the 
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difficulties of that period, the struggle and the resolutions 
gave affirmative answers to those questions and laid the 
basis for the re-consolidation of our Party, Those struggles 
were necessary, and they prepared the Party to meet today's 
tasks* 

As is true in all phenomena, the elements of 
change — of the new — were then already discernable^ The 
McCarthyite hysteria had already begun to subside. The 
Supreme Court decision had opened the doors to a new stage of 
the school desegregation fight. The peace movement was be- 
ginning to move forward, with the development of the campaign 
against nuclear tests. And the painful re-examination and 
correction of the 20th Congress contained within themselves 
the seeds of a new clarity and cleansing, and of a new upsurge 
of the world Marxist-Leninist movement. All these develop- 
ments, however, were then present in embryo or in their initial 
stages. 

How radically and unalterably different are the 
circumstances in which our 17th Convention meetsi Our Party 
enters this convention victorious over the elements of liquida- 
tionism and revisionism, and having in the main eradicated 
their twin evils — "Left" sectarianism and dogmatism* 

This is a convention which ends all holding operations 
and set our sights to the future* It is a convention of 
advance, of progress. This is the first convention to take 
place in the era when the socialist forces of the world have 
attained dominance, and when the world peace forces, for the 
first time in history, are the most powerful voice and move- 
ment on the world scene. This convention is being held at 
a time when the portals of opportunity have been opened to a 
new era of mankind, free of the scourge of war. 

And it is being held at a time when the decline in 
our own ranks has been halted, when the morale and fighting 
spirit of our membership is on the upgrade, reflecting these 
new developments in the world. The factionalism which caused 
such tremendous damage and threatened the very existence of 
the Party has been defeated, though remnants of it still exist. 

In view of all this, the goals and aims of this con- 
vention must be far higher, far in advance of those of the 
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16th Convention. The heart of the 16th Convention was the 
struggle against those who maintained that there was no place 
for a COMMUNIST PARTY* Today this question does not even 
exist. Rather the central question of this convention is: 
What is the role of the Party in this entirely new situation? 
How can it now move out into the broad stream of the people's 
movement; how can it brealc the bonds of its isolation and 
tfecome more and more effectively a factor in the life of our 
nation — in the growing movement for peace, in the struggle 
of the workers, the Negro people , the youth and other sections 
of the people. 

In order to better understand the position we are 
in today we must take a closer look at the new and developing 
world and the position our nation occupies in it. The out- 
standing world phenomenon of today is the fact that the 
balance of strength is tipping decidedly in the direction of 
the socialist world and is of profound importance to every 
capitalist country. This is pointed up in the emergence after 
World War II of not one but a group of socialist countries 
embracing fully one-third of the world* s people. Within a 
matter of a few years, these countries, so recently looked upon 
as biackward, bid to become the dominant economic force in the 
world. This is a fundamental change, whose ramifications 
basically affect all parts of the world* But it is not the 
only challenge which has developed to the position of American 
capitalism and the emergence of these colonial countries and 
the revolutionary development in Cuba represents the beginning 
of the end of the era of imperialism. These developments have 
narrowed the sphere of colonial exploitation and have shut 
off, one after another, the pipelines of imperialist super 
profits from these sources. The independence of these 
countries today is not nominal but genuine. What makes it 
genuine is the existence of the socialist world -- a world . 
on which they can rely for the assistance they need, and which 
imperialism has so long denied them. The very lives of the 
new regimes in Egypt, Iraq and Cuba would have been cut short, 
were it not for the firm position for non-intervention taken 
by the peace forces of the worlds with the Soviet Union, 
People's China and other socialist nations in the forefront. 

Another major development of this era is the economic 
revival of the other capitalist countries. Today they a3*e 
able to compete with American capitalists in many areas in 
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which American products once reigned supreme. Growing 
competition from abroad has greatly narrowed the trade 
surplus enjoyed by this country and has created a threat 
to the stability of the dollar. 

In the fight for peace, the cold war policies of 
positions of strength and brinkmanship on the part of the 
United States have proven themselves increasingly bankrupt. 
A major factor in this area has been the peace policies of the 
Soviet Union. In this lie the reasons for the proposal by 
EISENHOWER for the exchange of visits with KHRUSHCHEV leading 
to the historic visit of KHRUSHCHEV to this country and its 
momentous consequences. This represents a break in the 
direction of American foreign policy. It is not by any means 
the end of the cold war, but the key thing is that the public 
admission of the bankruptcy of the old- policies and the need 
for a change has opened the flood gates of discussion as to 
what the new policies should be. In this connection we must 
see clearly the distinctive features of the fight for peace 
in the present period. In past years we organized, conducted 
and led a campaign for peace, including the notable Stockholm 
Peace Appeal. ¥e did so in the context of the fundamentally 
correct analysis t&at a danger of war existed, exemplified 
,hy Korea and later by Indo-China. Today we are again taking 
part in a campaign for peace, but in the context of a new 
analysis — again fundamentally correct — that lasting peace, 
total disarmament and peaceful coexistence are in the cards, 
that they are realizable goals. 

The past drive occurred in an atmosphere of 
Jingoism and national chauvinism; this one is unfolding in an 
atmosphere in which the whole nation is discussing the banning 
of nuclear tests, total disarmament and peaceful coexistence. 
These factors should indicate to us the need for new, fresh, 
concrete thinking. 

The sentiment for peace is general and over-all in 
scope and the fight for peace must be developed in specific 
forms. Cutting down on armaments is the only possible road 
to cutting down the ever-mounting burden of taxes. The building 
of schools, roads, hospitals, parks, houses and other things 
the people need so badly is blocked hy the spending of huge 
sums for armaments. War economy has been accepted as a normal 
and necessary part of our econoodc system and this stands 
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as a roadblock to the forces for peace. We have the task 
of removing this roadblock. 

Another roadblock is the body of thought that the 
Negro people can break down the bars of discrimination in 
industry, housing and education only when our nation is 
either at war or preparing for war. Many Negro workers are 
at the bottom of the seniority list. Therefore any cutback 
in production means unemployment for them. This presents a 
definite challenge to us. 

Similarly, we need to deal with other specific 
problems affecting the young people, women, the handicapped 
and the older workers. Generalities will not do. 

Hence, while we take part in the general crusade for 
peace, we must understand that specific groups, because of 
specific interests, will start from and rally around narrower 
Issues involved in the fight for peace. With some, unrestricted 
trade with the socialist countries will be .the starting point, 
with others it will be the dangers of fallout. For still 
others, disarmament will be the point of greatest interest. 

T/e must see the fight for peace realistically in all 
Its many-sided aspects. At this point, the need is not for 
starting a peace movement from scratch. Such a movement is 
here. It expresses itself in a thousand ways and at a variety 
Of levels. At this stage, it is above all expressed through 
the existing mass organizations of the people. 

PROBLEMS ON THE HOME FRONT 

As in all phenomena, there is a close relationship 
Between world developments and those on the domestic scene. 
What IS It that best describes our domestic situation as we 
enter the decade of the sixties? Is it tranquility, stability? 
Are we moving on the path of unending growth and expansion? 
*^S^ *** ***® present high level of production, this does 
^!?\ *^® realities of life in our country. Rather, the 
state of affairs in our nation is better described as one of 
instability, uneasiness and hesitation. What best describes 
the United States of the sixties is the growing catalog of 
serious problems, steadily becoming more aggravated, which 
are seeking solution. 
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An outstanding new feature on the home scene is the 
development of automation, whose many ramifications and 
effects are now reaching into all aspects of our national 
life. This is largely at the bottom of the drive to undermine 
working conditions in steel, on the railroads, on the water- 
front, and many other industries and also serves as an 
instrument whereby big business can destroy small competitors. 
We must work out definite plans and demands with the aim that 
at least part of the fruits of this technological advance will 
go to benefit the working people of our land. 

Another feature of the home scene is the growing 
financial instability of the country with our ever-rising 
national debt. The burden of taxes to meet this demand has 
grown to impossible levels yet government spending continues 
to rise. 

Another important feature is the chronic agricultural 
crxsis with farmers being increasingly squeezed between 
shrinking farm prices and mounting production costs. There 
are growing areas of desolation in marginal farmlands, with 
farmers driven out in rising numbers due to modern farm 
methods in more productive areas. 

To all of this we must add the failure of our 
society to provide adequate housing, education and health 
facilities, which problem becomes more acute every year. 

Affected by all these things in the sharpest measure 
are the eighteen million Negroes and five million Mexican- 
Americans and the million or more Puerto Ricans in this coxmtry. 

We have on the one hand the beginnings of a readjust- 
ment of direction in the sphere of foreign policy, but on 
the other hand monopoly capital has reacted to the developments 
at home in an opposite manner such as a concentrated drive 
against labor, represented by the Landrum-Griffin Bill and 
proposals for anti-strike legislation. Accompanying the anti- 
labor offensive is a drive against civil rights and civil 
liberties. The entire drive of big business reaction is of 
such scope and nature as to malce the overwhelming majority of 
•f^5^® ^*® victims. Therein lies the key to our mass and 
united front policies. In the labor movement there are 
pressures and rumblings which sections of the leadership are 
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compelled to take notice which is indicated by the militancy 
of the steel workers. The Negro people's movement has shown 
an upsurge in a number of fields which is among other things 
indicated by the formation of Negro Labor Committee on the 
initiative of A. PHILIP RANDOLPH. Also among the youth there 
are growing signs of rebellion against the lack of decent Jobs, 
training facilities, McCarthyite intimidation in our 
educational institutions and segregation. 

Our electoral policies and activities in 1960 
constitute an extension of such a united front policy. In very 
specific forms, the American people must find ways, through 
candidates and campaigns, to advance the struggle for peace 
and peaceful coexistence and to halt the offensive of big 
business at home. Mile giving priority to the peace issue, 
all the needs of the people must be fought for. In connection 
with the election campaign, broad electoral unity must be 
forged to oppose the chief candidate's of reaction and the 
cold war and to promote the pro-peace, pro-labor and pro-civil 
rights candidates. Labor and the Negro can no longer be 
satisfied with just a few from their ranks in public office. 
Also, an imperative task is to make the Oixiecrats a major target 
of attack and oust them from the Democratic Party. The 
establishment of Federal Registrars must be sought in 1960 to 
prevent local restrictive measures against- Hegroes and others 
who are now denied the right to vote. 

By boldly moving into the apparatus of the two-party 
system, and by mobilizing and organizing an independent 
political force around this activity, the base for the future 
can be laid. 

In connection with the Party, HALL stated that a 
Marxist-Leninist Party must not only base itself on the 
general truth but must gear itself to the specific surroundings 
and conditions in which it lives and works. In order to 
reflect our maturity, we must quickly gear ourselves to the 
new period ahead of us and one of the best guarantees that 
we will be able to meet this challenge is that we are now 
a united Party. We can therefore now turn all of our attention 
and energies to the mass task and political responsibility we 
face. We are no longer a stagnant Party but a live, growing 
organization. 
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In this connection we must end negativism in the 
Party. This cynicism is not based on realities • There is 
no realistic political foundation for such an outlook on life 
in general on the prospects of socialism or on the immediate 
future and the best way to cure this is through activity. 
Activity and exchange of ideas and collective thinking is 
necessary. 

Another general problem of our Party is struggle 
on two fronts and we have never really grasped the Leninist 
concept of the struggle. Because of this we have had tendency 
to swing from one extreme to another. Many distortions have 
come about because of the confusion, because of that which 
is tactical and the factors that go into tactical questions 
and that which is strategic, basic and fundamental. During 
periods when our emphasis is against the Right danger, all 
tactical questions tend to be raised to the level of principle 
and during periods when the emphasis is against the Left 
danger, principles are generally brought down to a tactical 
level. ?/e have not fully learned the lesson that while one 
or the other of the germs is active and weakening the Party, 
the opposite garm moves in. We have now basically corrected 
these distortions, but we still tend to shy away now from 
very important questions that we simply must face up to even 
under present day conditions. Besides the weakness of not 
checking our policies against the. realities of struggle, we 
must also admit self -critically that our work has not been 
anchored deeply enough in the science of Marxism-Leninism. 

We have a heavy schedule ahead for the next four 
days and this 17th Convention will go down in history as the 
convention that made a decisive turn in the life of our Party 
and I have a feeling that this will be the convention that 
put an end to all concepts of a holding operation; that set 
our Party solidly on the path of becoming a factor in the life 
of our people and above all our class; that puts a finis on 
all factionalism and on all one-sidedness, and a halt to all 
negativism. This is a convention of a united party — of a 
party that is going places. 

Following HALLOS address, HY LUMER gave a report on 
Disarmament and the American Economy. He furnished statistics 
dealing with the nature of arms economy and pointing out 
what he called the vast profits percentage-wise being realized 
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by some 500 of the largest companies in tbe United States as 
a result of arms contracts. He pointed out that the products, 
in view of their uselessness except for war, offer no 
competition with production for the civilian market. He also 
pointed out that this production is as wasteful as if the 
goods were simply dumped into the ocean and only serve as a 
means of destroying the economic surplus which capitalism 
inevitably generates. Furthermore, since it destroys part 
of the national wealth the money spent on arms maintains a 
given level of demand, without producing an equivalent supply 
of goods or services. Since the American people have been 
living under a permanent arms economy, the workers have come 
to look on arms production as a guarantee of jobs. LUMER then 
cited the cost of some modern war machinery and what this 
money could replace in the terms of civilian needs such as schools, 
hospitals, etc., and also what could be done in the terms of 
tax cuts without this great arms expenditure. He also emphasized 
the fact that world tensions would be eased and trade opened 
with the socialist world. The potential volume of such trade 
is large enough to make it a factor of large importance to 
American economy. He emphasized the fact also that disarmament 
would create problems of unemployment but only temporarily. 
This unemployment could be ended with the conversion to pro- 
duction for peacetime purposes and the expansion of civilian 
markets. Problems would also be created by the sudden addition 
to the civilian labor force of some three million men and 
women released from the Armed Forces. Here the payment of 
unemployment benefits to such veterans, along the lines of the 
52-20 payments after World War II, would help materially to 
meet the situation. Not the least are special steps that are 
needed to aid the Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican- American 
workers who, being last hired and first fired, would be 
subjected to special hardships. Also assistance to small 
business in the form of tax credits or financial aid is 
needed. None of these things will be ivon without a struggle. 
It will not abolish the contradictions of capitalism nor 
remedy the basic instability of the American economy. It 
will, however, remove the principal obstacle to reduction 
of taxes and improvement of social welfare. 

If any real advance is to be made in the direction 
of disarmament, sentiment among the American people must 
find organized expression. The main leadership of organized 
labor must be brought to abandon its present suicidal policy 
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of aggressive promotion of cold war policies. At the same 
time it is necessary to expose the hoax that arms production 
is the answer to unemployment and to launch a fight foi* 
economic alternatives to the Avrais economy. 

The full realization of this potential requires 
more than the ending of war; it requires the victory of 
socialism and the COMHaUNlST PARTY must be found in the f i-ont 
ranks of this fight. 

Following LUMER*s report seviefal speakers from 
the floor got up and commented generally favorably oh both 
the Keynote speech and LUMER's report. 

Among the speakers was PAUL ROBESON, JR., who 
stated the Party must become one of action with a leadership 
capable of moving masses of people. He opposed establishment 
of an anti-monopoly coalition as a necessary condition in 
the Hegro campaign. He said the Negro Lab6r Alliance is 
dealt with too vaguely and emphasized the fact that the 
Negro people are conscious of the fact that their rights are 
tied up with peaceful coexistence* He said that a third 
political party is necessary to carry out these aims* 

PHIL BART then announced thkt all committee^ will 
meet that evening. The convention was adjourned at thi^ point » 

That evening, from 8:30 to 11:00 P.M., and to it 30 P,^. 
Friday, the Negro Resolutions Committee held a meetihg. There 
wete approximately fifteen people in attendance at the Thursday 
night session and upwards to twenty-five people were present 
during the Friday morning session. Among those present at ' 
either one or both of these m eetings of the Negro Resolutions j^°^ 
Committee were I L a Negro male, 5* 9" tall, 165 

pounds, 38 to 40 years of age, from Eastern Pennsylvania? 
MOLLY (Last Name Unknown), white female, 5» 4" tall, 140 pounds, 
build plump, approximately 40 years of age, from Chicago; 
GEORGE MEYER, white male, 6« 1" tall, 220 pounds, approximately 
48 years of age, from Maryland; i I Negro 

female, 5« 3" tall, 125 pounds, wears glasses, about 45 years 
of age, brown eyes; PAUL ROBESON, JR,, Negro male, 5* 10'? tall, 
170 pounds, wears glasses, light skin; CAL (Last Name Unknown), 
white male, 5» 9" tall, 135 to 145 pounds, from Washington 
State; MARY (Last Name Unknown), Negro female, 5* 5" tall, 
150 pounds, build plump, from Washington Stdtej WILLIAM Li 
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PATTERSON; (First Name Unknown) JACKSON, white male, 5* 6" 
tall, 160 pounds, 55 years of age, grey receding hair, from 
New York; HOMER CHASE, white male, 6*, 170 pounds, 50 years 
of age, from New England; NATE (Last Name Unknown), from Ohio, 
no description available; ARCHIE BROWN, Negro male, place 
unknown; DOROTHY (Last Name Unknown), white female, 5^ 4" tall, 
110 pounds, black hair, wears glasses; BEN DOBBS; PETTIS 
PERRY: CLATTDK LIGHTPOOT, the Chairman of this committee; be 
Negro miale, 5* 11" tall, 190 pounds, black hair, 
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maroon eyes, from New Jersey; LEM HARRIS, Negro male, 5^ 8" 
tall, 145 pounds, dark complexion, 40 years old, from Ohio; 
and JAMES JACKSON. 

The whole course of this caucus was spent on a 
study of the resolution on the Negro Question in the United 
States as originally published in the September, 1959 issue 
of "Political Affairs," Also discussed at the caucus was the 
co ntents of a di scussion article on the Negro Question written 
by I I from the Southern California District of the 

COBMUNIST PARTY* His article in part stated that according 
to the Draft Resolution on the Negro Question "All signs 
point to an early and triumphant resolution of the centuries- ^g 
old battle of the Negro people for full and equal citizenship," b7c 
and according to the JACKSON article endorsed by the Natiorial 
Committee, the struggle for reforms within the framework of 
the Constitution is "the requisite form for the Negro people 
to secure their full freedom aims." In l I opinion the 
above two statements constitute the very heart of the proposed 
new line on the Negro Question* I I further stated that 
the main theoretical question confronting the Party is simply 
this: Is the Negro Question a revolutionary question involving 
the smashing of the Wall Street-Dixiecrat dictatorship in 
the Deep South which is based upon semi-feudal exploitation 
and national oppression of the Negro people in the Black Belt? 
Or is it a Constitutional question involving gradual reforms 
within the framework of the present system? He stated the 
Draft Resolution attempts to prove that the Negro Question 
is a constitutional one and its proponents do not even conceive 
of a movement for radical change as a phase of the socialist 
revolution. He felt it divorces the Negro Question from the 
question of revolution in general and from the socialist 
revolution in the United States specifically. The discussion 
bulletin was generally anti-national Negro Resolution and in 
conclusion stated that there can be no valid objection to a 
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te-examination of our positions in the light of new develop- 
ments, new trends and changed conditions if that re-examination 
is conducted with a dialectical method and in a spirit of 
Marxist-Leninist science. The re-establishment of a revolution- 
ary position on the Negro Question makes urgent a concentration 
of work in the south with confidence in our ability to build 
a mass movement there. 

After much discussion both at the Thursday evening 
and Friday morning sessions of the caucus^ the whole line 
of the resolution on the Negro Question as originally published 
was agreed upon. 

The Negro Resolutions Committee adjourned at 
approximately the same time as the main convention adjourned 
for lunch and returned to the convention at 2:30 in the after- 
noon of the second session. The first order of business that 
afternoon concerned the proposal that a committee visit JUAN 
SANTOS RIVERA, President of the Communist Party of Puerto 
Rico, who is in the hospital as a result of an automobile 
accident * 

Several speakers got up and discussed the recent 
steel strike, automation, and other trade union activity. 
Among the speakers was MILT from New York,^ who discussed 
the KHRUSHCHEV visit, the Draft Resolution, and its improve- 
ment over the ISth National Convention program, however, was 
still inadequate in the area of labor and the Negro. He 
emphasized that bold and creative leadership both nationally 
and internationally is necessary. He also pointed out areas 
of a sharp class struggle and cited labor and management, 
housing, schools, etc. 

The above resolution which was apparently the 
Trade Union Resolution, was voted on and adopted. 

The next major order of business concerned the 
introduction of the Negro Resolution • This was done by CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT. In introducing the resolution he traced its 
development and noted it had been reviewed and amended on 
several occasions. He remarked that the committee urged 
the adoption of the resolution. However, they were in favor 
of dropping the slogan "Self Determination," but this should 
not detract from the main line of the Negro Question. 
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A considerable amount of discussion arose over the 
Negro Resolution and turned mainly around the question of the 
lack of mention of youth and women. The resolution was finally 
adopted. 

The convention adjourned at this point, - 

The evening session on December 11, 1959 convened 
at approximately 8:30 P.M. The first major piece of business 
concerned a report by BEN DAVIS on the 1960 Elections and the 
Party «s role in these elections. DAVIS* report concerning the 
elections in 1960 dealt with the task the Party faces and 
stated it is to influence movements and issues which are 
peace, disarmament, civil rights, labor, living standards, 
civil liberties, and the question of taxation. Concerning 
each of these topics he mentioned that the central political 
task confronting the labor, peace and democratic forces are: 
1) To bring the fight for peace up to the pace demanded by 
current developments in the struggle for total disarmament and 
peaceful coexistence. It is necessary to bring these issues 
before every facet of American life. 2) It is essential 
to work for broad electoral unity to oppose the candidates of 
reaction and the cold war and as a correlary to this to 
promote the election of pro-peace, pro-labor, and pro-civil 
rights candidates. 3) That Dixiecrats be made a major 
target of attack and defeat their reactionary allies in the 
North. 4) Institution of a system of federal voting 
registrars throughout the South. 5) Full support for labor 
proposals for conferences early in 1960 on a national and 
local scale of labor and its allies. 6) Where reactionary 
candidates have been nominated by both parties, democratic 
and peace candidates should be promoted on independent tickets. 
7) The COffilMUNIST PARTY, in order to advance the unity of the 
people, to promote and clarify the issues of the campaign and 
to educate for socialism, will run its own candidates. 

To advance the cause of peace and progress, the 
COMMUNIST PARTY will enlist support for the following immediate 
program: 

1 . Guarantee peace for our country and the world 
by outlawing nuclear war, and war as a means of settling differen- 
ces between countries. End the cold war and establish a 
policy of peaceful co-existence with peaceful relations, 
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recognition of and normal relations with People's China, 
trade and friendship with all nations. For total disarmament 
and cuts in the military budget. Start reduction of taxes on 
low incomes » 

2, Defend the Constitution and restore the Bill 
of Rights. Abolish the witch-hunting House Un-American 
Activities Committee and the Senate Internal Security Committee, 
Freedom for HENRY WINSTON, ROBERT THOMPSON, GILBERT GREEN, 

and all other political prisoners, including MORTON SOBELL, 
who is now serving his ninth year of a brutal 30-year sentence. 
Protect the rights of the foreign-born against deportation 
and harassment. Repeal the Smith and McCarran Act and 
establish the full legality of the COMMUNIST PARTY. 

3, For equal rights and full citizenship of the Negro 
people. Abolish JIM CROW segregation. Enforce the 13th, 

14th and 15th amendments. Enact civil rights legislation 
to establish these rights immediately. 

4, Advance labor's right to organize, strike, to 
participate in political action. Repeal the Taft-Hartley 
and Landrum-Griffin laws. Prohibit strikebreaking by court 
injunction. Halt all Taft-Hartley prosecutions. Guarantee 
the right to a job and improved living and working conditions. 

Adequate compensation for all unemployed for the 
entire period of unemployment. Establish the 30-hour week 
with no reduction in pay, . Increase social security payments. 

5, Protect the rights of the small farmers to 
their land and their implements. Assure adequate income 
through price supports. Provide credit and government loans 
at nominal interest rates. Market farm surpluses through 
foreign trade and to feed the hungry here and abroad. 

6, Aid small business by tax relief and easy credit. 

7, Enact an American Youth Act to meet the needs 

of the youth for education, recreation, health, and jobs. For 
the 18-year old vote. 

8, Enact health, education, cultural, and housing 
programs to meet the people's needs without corruption ^d 
profiteering. 
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9. Establish public ownership and operation of 
all atomic energy facilities, railroads and public utilities ♦ 

10. HjEtlt monopoly profiteering* Put the tax burden 
on corporate wealth and high personal income, on the basis 
of taxation according to ability to pay* 

After a few comments by delegates from the floor, 
all generally favorable, the resolution was unanimously adopted* 

The next order of business concerned the Farm 
Resolution ♦ 

The individual, unknown, who presented the Farm 
Resolution remarked that the middlesized and small farmer 
is continually being squeezed out of business* He pointed 
out that only "big agriculture" pays. He stated the advantage 
of big farmers is the vast profits they sweat out of the un- 
paid and exploited farm worker and that the organisation of 
effective unions among farm workers would be a major help 
to small and middle farmers. Farm price protection must be 
changed to reduce the cost of farm programs and discourage 
all-out production by big farmers. The COMBJUNIST PARTY urges 
full participation of its members in every struggle to maintain 
small and middle farmers on their farms, including support of 
legislative programs for low-interest credit, soil conser- 
vation, crop insurance. Federal aid to education and other 
demands of small farmers and the enactment of a national food 
stamp plan that will supplement starvation wages imposed on 
millions of Americans, and that will provide adequate food 
and clothing to the millions in depressed areas « The world 
also needs a food stamp plan. \?e should subsidize the 
shipment of food overseas instead of hardware for destruction. 
He closed by stating the Party favors the immediate preparation 
of pamphlets and literature v;hich will provide a survey of the 
existing farm situation to the broadest masses of farmers, 
workers and middle class people and make known the Party *s 
position on the critical issues facing the farmers, and on 
the methods of their solution. The National Executive Committee 
should be directed to establish a functioning farm commission 
to include a member of the NEC and to further establish 
regional farm commissions under the regional subcommittees 
of the Party. 

There was no debate on this and the resolution 
was adopted. 

IS 
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The next report was from the Credentials Cojnmittee, 
The identity of this individual is unknown* He stated there 
were 187 people in attendance with the following breakdown: 
131 regular delegates; 25 alternate delegates; 15 fraternal 
delegates; and 16 visitors • 

He stated further that at that particular session 
there were an additional forty-one people composed of two 
delegates I two alternates^ five fraternal, and thirty-two 
visitors. He stated this represented New York State, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Washington State, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Oregon, California, Texas, Michigan, Missouri, and New England, 
He stated that of the delegates and alternates 112 were men, 
39 women, and 33 Negroes* He stated that by age group, 
1 delegate was under 25 years of age; 29 delegates between 
25 and 35; 22 delegates between 35 and 40; 58 delegates 
between 40 and 50; and 44 delegates between 50 and 60, He 
announced that in number of years in the Party, 11 delegates 
had been in under 10 years; 24 delegates had been in 10 to 
15 years; 24 delegates 15 to 20 years; 68 delegates 20 to 30 
years; 12 delegates over 30 years; and 5 were charter members 
of the COMMUNIST PARTY* Two-thirds of the delegates and 
alternates present were 40 years of age or older. 

He further announced that by occupation, 43 are 
industrial workers; 40 are white collar workers; 9 are bouse- 
wives; 2 are farm housewives; 5 are professional; 4 are self- 
employed; 2 are farmers; and 3 are students* He also announced 
that of the 83 industrial and white collar workers, 49 are 
in trade unions. Further, of the delegates, 28 are full-time 
workers in the Party* 

This report from the Credentials Committee was 
the last order of business and this session of the convention 
adjourned at approximately 11:00 P,M« 

On Saturday morning, December 12, 1959, the morning 
session convened at approximately 10:30 A.M, The first order 
of business consisted of greetings from the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China, 

The next item on the agenda was a report on Party 
organization by PHIL BART* He did not deal with the main 
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report as such, as it had previously been furnished, but 
stated he v/ould discuss amendments and changes* The main 
stress was given to the amendments on the developing of the 
united front movement. He said the link between mass work and 
the Party is the local club and remarked that constructive 
leadership is being encouraged to improve the work of the 
Party. He recommended that emphasis be placed on the develop- 
ment and training of women, particularly Negro women* He 
recommended that the resolution on Party organization be dis- 
cussed on ail levels and that following the discussion the 
districts should hold meetings and make proposals concerning 
the Party organization. 

In connection with Party membership, he remarked 
that the convention represented close to 6,000 members on the 
basis of dues payments. This does not include non-dues paying 
people who have lost contact or were cut off but still consider 
themselves members* He said the dues pajotients reflect 70% 
of the membership. He remarked that if the looseness of the 
organization can be overcome, the membership would be close to 
10,000. He further remarked that they would present a resolu- 
tion dealing with a membership drive running from now until 
May Day of i960. 

There was a considerable amount of discussion from 
thft floor concerning BART's speech and among the speakers was 
from Detroit. He said more people are needed in 
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mass work. One of the problems confronting the Party is the 
necessity to overcome the gaps that have developed between the 
leadership and the membership. He called for a higher echelon 
reorganization that could effectively close this gap. Included 
in this would be more authority being granted to the county 
and state organizations to develop and carry out policy in 
their own areas. 



from Buffalo, stated that a new unity ^6 

was developing in the Party. He remarked there is a sharp ^^^ 
class struggle in Buffalo and based this on the steel strike, 
attacks on the Negro people in Buffalo, and a local tax question^ 
In these areas he stated the Party has played a vanguard 
role, but not a decisive role. He introduced a resolution 
dealing with a building campaign for the Party calling for 
increased quality along with quantity. Each National Committee 
member should adopt a personal quota and each club should 
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adopt a quota and each National officer elected should be be 

assigned to a district to aid in this recruiting drive ♦ 
resolution was adopted. 

The Party Organization Resolution also was adopted 
unanimously ♦ 

The next order of business was a resolution on the 
work and status of women presented by a woman from Northern 
California* She pointed out that women are already in motion 
fighting against exploitation and discrimination in the home, 
shop^ and farm^ and are making every effort for full participation 
in the economic, social and cultural and political life in 
the country. She recommended the use of women as a political 
force in the 1960 elections and accused big business of using 
male supremacy as a means of carrying out the concept of the 
women being weakminded, weak-kneed, and totally unstable. 
In this connection she presented the following proposal: 

1, The consciousness of the status of women, the 
rights of women; and the role of women should be drawn like 
a thread through every aspect of Party work, 

2» Set up a National Vtomen^s Commission with all 
deliberate speed*.* .also commissions in the Dist3?icts wherever 
possible. 

3. The Party has the task of putting forward a 
program that will bring forth all women in work and leadership... 
with special attention to the problems of Negro, Puerto Rican, 
and Mexican-American and Indian women. 

4, An ideological and popular program to understand 
the source of discrimination against women. 

5, A. program to understand and popularize the role 
of women under Socialism* 

6. Conferences and discussions to develop local, 
and national program of work and status of women. 

This resolution was unanimously adopted by the 
convention. 

The next resolution introduced was one on Mexican- 
Americans residing primarily ix\ the Los Angeles area; This 
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was done by one SAL (Last Name Unknown) from California. He 
described these people as an oppressed minority and pointed 
out their many problems both social and economic and he 
urged the re-establishment of the Party in the Southwest and 
organization of the Mexican cadre* 

An unknown woman from California then gave a report 
on Japanese-American and American Indian activity in the Party •. 
Recommended action in these two areas be placed on the Party 
agenda. These proposals were adopted. 

A Press Report was then given by GEORGE MEYER ^ 
He introduced the follov/ing resolution in connection with the 
work of the Press: 

The I7th Convention of our Party instructs the incoming 
National Committee to make the building of "The Worker" a 
responsibility to be assumed by the Party as a whol6 and by 
every individual member of the Party ^ 

In assuming this great responsibility this 
Convention believes that the National Committee should, pi ace 
a major political duty upon all Party leaders to give guidance 
and specific attention to the building of V/orker circulation. 

The Worker can and must be carried to the American 
people « 

This convention believes that promises and preparations 
should be made early for financial aid to The Worker ^s 1960 
financial campaign. 

Thi^s Convention proposes to the Incoming National 
Committee to organize a financial campaign for support of 
The Workev for $75,000 or more which will begin on the 36th 
anniversary of Ttje V/orker, January 13, and end on or before the 
last of May. 

The present circulation of The Worker is between 
13 and. 14 thousand. This Convention believes that that 
circuMion can l)e successfully raised to 20,000 within the 
year 1960. \ 

It therefore instructs the incoming National Committee 
to create a standing Worker Builders Committee which will 
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immediately formulate a circulation campaign to begin together 
with the financial campaign. 

It is obvious that conditions do not permit uniform 
responsibilities • But this Convention believes that no 
District of the Party should be without a press director. 

We believe that the greatest possible coordination 
should exist between those responsible for the building of 
The Worker and those responsible for its production. 

Everywhere efforts must be made to help create Build 
the Press Committees, or Volunteers for the Worker, or what 
have you. 

While The V/orker is not the official Voice of our 
Party, we hereby declare its building indispensable to the 
building of the COMMUNIST PARTY and the many movements seeking 
to create a security and peaceful life to the American people* 

Also, the following Press Report was furnished: 

Below is a breakdown of how the main areas stand as 
of December 13th issue as to active subs and bundles and what 
your losses were in 1959 - 1958 - 1957. 



Active 


Active 


Oct-Dec 


Jan-Sept 


Subs 


Bundles 






128 


122 


17 


19 


42 


33 


2 


17 


439 


686 


37 


264 


40 


29 


4 


10 


25 


40 


3 


7 


180 


335 


23 


69 


266 


72 


33 


114 


43 


24 


1 


3 


96 


130 


7 


12 


113 


39 


13 


29 


99 


239 


7 


21 


7 


7 


2 


2 


114 


182 


9 


31 


30 


10 


1 


11 


32 


23 


3 


9 


115 


62 


3 


38 



■59 



State 



1769 



2033 



170 



661 



Calif . 

Conn. 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Maryland 

Mich. 

Minn. 

Mo. 

New England 

New Jersey 

Ohio 

Oregon 

E. Penna. 

W. Penna. 

Washington 

Vifisconsin 

Natl Total 
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Active 
Subs 


Active 
Bundles 


Oct-Dec 


Jan-Sept 


•59 


State 








693 
1045 




1958 
1957 


845 


1026 


93 


333 

315 

1015 




New York State 

1958 

1957 



A proposal was made from the floor that the "Daily 
Vforker" be reinstituted prior to the 1960 elections. The 
Press Report was unanimously accepted. 

The next order of business was a report on leadership 
by GUS HALL. He recommended a National Committee of fifty 
members with thirty-five coming directly from State or 
District organizations and fifteen at large members. He 
also recommended the list be balanced with Negroes, women, and 
youth. The proposal for the National Committee is as follows: 



New York State 


8 


California 


6 


Illinois 


4 


Chicago 


2 


Ohio 


2 


New England 


1 


Eastern Pennsylvania 


1 


New Jersey 


1 


Maryland 


2 


Wisconsin 


1 


Indiana 


1 


Minnesota 


1 


The South 


2 


Oregon 


1 


Washington State 


1 


Kansas-Missouri 


1 



He recommended the convention give the new National 
Committee the right to elect its officers » He recommended it 
meet twice a year to make basic policy^ to have a National 
Executive Committee possibly larger than the present one, 
who would meet every six weeks, with a Secretariat functioning 
daily » This proposal was adopted* 
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The morning session adjourned at this point at 
approximately 2:00 P.M, 

The afternoon session commenced at approximately 
3:30 P.M» with a Youth Report by BILL ALBERTSON. He said 
the youth membership of the Party is growing and Party effort 
in this area should be as concentrated as in labor and the 
Negro People's Movement, 

He recommended a two-month campaign in the Party, 
beginning March 1, and ending May Day, dealing with the 
Youth Question. He recommended the appointment by the National 
Committee of a full-time Youth Director and the establishment 
of a National Commission on Youth. As part of the program 
he suggested free education, expanded vocational training, 
academic freedom, job placement, etc. 

There was some discussion around the Youth 
Resolution from the floor. None of the discussion was contro- 
versial and the Youth Resolution was adopted. 

The next item on the s^enda was a report from the 
Chairman of the Constitution Committee. He introduced changes 
to bring the constitution into line with the thinking of this 
convention and to make changes necessary to meet present day 
conditions. The Constitutional changes which were submitted 
and adopted are as follows: 

ARTICLE II. 

Purposes Section 1, Add to line 5 after "political activity" 

(a) to attain a peaceful world so that the 
American people and all manltind may work 
out their destiny freed from the shadow 
of nuclear warj (b) to attain full equality 
for the Negro people by banishing jim crow 
and realizing the fraternal unity of Negro 
and white: 

ARTICLE III, 

Membership Section 4. Line 8, delete ("if feasible") 

Line 9, after "good standing" add: 
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ARTICLE I¥e 
Structure 



They may, however, apply for readmission within 
sxK months, and upon approval of the club, be 
permitted to pay all back dues and maintain 
their former standing. 



Section 2, Page 9, line 7, after by-laws, add 
the word Or. Line 8, delete (or state committee), 
retain **may determine." Delete all that follows 
up to end of line 23, 

Retain balance of page. 

Page 10, line 2, delete (at large) 

Line 6, delete all material starting with 
(a vacancy among members) and ending with 
(vacancy occurred) on line 12 » 



ARTICLE V. 



National Organization Section 1. Page 12, line 8, delete 
(within the first six months of the year*) 

Section 4. Page 13, line 12, delete (at least 
90 days) ♦ Add four months , to read: 

Prior to regular National Conventions, 

four months shall foe provided for discussions, etc. 

Section 5, in the present Constitution has 
been deleted by referendum. 

New Section 5 to read: 



Section 5. 



That each National Convention determine 
the number of members of the National 
Committee and that election be by 
secret ballot. 



New Section S to read: 

Section 6. The National Comiaittee shall be 

elected at the National Convention 
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in the following manner: That State 
Conventions shall malie nominations 
to the National Committee of any 
member of the Party eligible in their 
own or any other State ♦ Such 
nominations together with any other 
nominations made directly at the 
Convention shall appear on the 
election ballot at the National 
Convention unless a nominee has in 
the meantime declined* 




That in the election of the National 
Committee all areas of the country 
be included with due regard to the 
size of the membership and the character 
of the state organization. 


Present 


Section 6 then becomes Section 7» 


Section 


7 will then read: 


Section 


7. Vacancies shall be filled by the 
majority vote of the National 
Committee. Members may be recalled 
for cause by the affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of the members of the 
National Committee ♦ 


Present 


Section 7 becomes Section 8. 


Present 


Section 8 becomes Section 9* 


Present 


Section 9 becomes Section 10 ♦ 


Page 15, line 6 from the bottom, 

Change to read: In fulfilment of its duties 

instead of (In connection with its duties)^ 


Present 


Section 10 becomes Section 11. 


Page 16. 
twice a 


, last line, change to read: at least 
instead of; (at least four times a) 




^^^ 
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ARTICLE VI. 

Rights and Duties of Members 



Section 1. page 18, line 14 delete (They also 
have the right in accordance with Section 2 
of this Article, to dissent from decisions which 
have been made.) 

line 18, change to read: 

Members should be active in carrying out the 
program of the Party, to read and circulate its 
press and literature, to increase their knowledge 
of scientific socialism and to attend club meeting^ 
regularly . : 

Section 12, page 21, line 10, delete (without 
prejudice). 

Disciplinary Procedure and 
Appeals. ' 

Section 3. Page 22, line 8, add after "any member!' 
or party committee. 

line 13, add after "in that club" 
Clubs or individual members may request the 
help of the next higher committee on such 
charges . 

line 16, after "trial committee" add, 

of the club or appropriate higher Party body. 

Section 6. Page 23, line 1, After "Any Member" 
add or committee. 

This session of the convention was adjourned at 
6:30 P.M. 

Session Number 4 convened Sunday morning, December 13, 
1959, at approximately 11:00 A.M. 

The fourth session of the Convention started late 
in thfe morning of December 13, 1959. The first order of 
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business was a report on Cuba by | | and the intro duction 

of a resolution on Cuba, The resolution in I I 

report generally dealt in glowing terms with the revolution 
in Cuba and the establishment of the "democratic" regime 
there. He mentioned the Agrarian Reform, the cutting of 
rents, the reduction in the cost of electricity, and the , 
reduction in telephone rates* He noted that the Trade Unions 
had been strengthened with the ouster of what he called a 
BATISTA Labor Dictator, He also pointed out, and it was 
pointed out in the resolution, that the people of the United 
States can learn much from Cuba's democracy. They ^ave placed 
the elimination of racism as one of the major immediate 
objectives. He pointed out this is best evidenced by the 
fact that Cuba's head of the Army today is a Negro and also 
a Negro heads the Air Force, He stated that with the United 
States being the most powerful imperialist country in the 
world, it is the imperialist forces that exploit and oppress 
the Cuban people and the rest of the Latin American nations. 
They are also the same monopolists that exploit the workers 
of the United States, This fact places upon the workers and 
progressive forces of the United States the responsibility 
of developing solidarity with, and aid to, the embattled people 
of Cuba and other nations of Latin America, He stated the 
Cuban people have known very little freedom until the 
Democratic-Popular anti-Imperialist Revolution, led by CASTRO 
and supported by 05% of the Cuban people including the Popular 
Socialist Party, brought in a movement free from corruption 
and determined not to compromise with the main enemy of the 
Cuban nation, American Imperialism, The working class of 
the United States today has a big stake in solidarity with 
the Cuban workers. These workers harbor no illusions as to 
who is their real enemy, When they cry "Down with Yankee 
Imperialism" they are resisting the same monopolists who are 
the bitterest exploiters of American labor. He then intro- 
duced the following resolution which was adopted by the conventions 

1, Mobilize U, S, public opinion and try to organize support, 
especially in the trade unions, for the Cuban people, 

a. To answer the lies and slanders being spread by 

imperialist circles about Cuba and its new government^ 
through The Woyker, leaflets, meetings, and forums, 
wherever possible ,^ 
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b« To encourage sending telegrams of greetings from 
trade unions to their opposite numbers in Cuba on 
appropriate occasions ♦ 

c. To help organize assistance to Cuban workers^ families * 
money, clothing, blood donations* 

d. To organize help for Cuba's school children — contri- 
bute paper, pencils, recording machines, etc, 

2» Develop continuous activity, not just sporadic actions, 
in support of Cuba. Keep supplying facts of background 
on the latest developments and outlook of Cuba. 

3. Build Friendship Organizations involving non-Cuban 
people with the specific and main slogan and actions of 
"Hands off Cuba." 

4. Send delegations to Cuba for trade union and cultural 
exchanges • 

5. Popularize Cuba as an ideal vacation spot and thus help 
build up the tourist trade of a free Cuba. 

6. We shall strive to arouse our people to combat any re- 
actionary move to wreck the Cuban sugar quota and other 
measures directed to weakening Cuban economy. 

7» We call on progressive Americans to protest the unwarranted 
action of steamship companies trying to destroy Cuban 
tourist trade. 

PAT TOOHEY, from New Jersey, then introduced a 
resolution on Puerto Rican work in the United States, which 
resolution came out of the Committee on Latin-American Affairs. 
He stated that the Party has a two-fold task in relation to 
Puerto Rican work. First - To aid the people in Puerto Rico 
in the fight against economic, social, and political oppression 
by Wall Street imperialism and for full sovereignty and 
independence. Secondly - to aid the Puerto Ricans in their 
struggles against extreme conditions of poverty, slum ghettos, 
discrimination, police brutality, and other forms of oppression 
against the Puerto Ricans in the United States. He stated 
that appropriate attention to the vital needs of the Puerto 
Rican and Negro people is a vital test of Communist integrity 
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and responsibility. In this connection the following points 
of action were recommended and adopted: 

1. The incoming National Committee shall make a thorough 
study and evaluation of our work in every community and 
industry in which there is a significant number of Puerto 
Ricans throughout the United States • Special emphasis in 
this study shall be given to housing, jobs, peace, and 
political action, 

2o Consideration shall be given to Puerto Rican Commissions 
in states where there are large populations of Puerto 
Ricans, and Puerto Rican concentration clubs, enlisting 
for such clubs Spanish-speaking and other comrades interested 
in Puerto Rican work* , 

3« The National Convention shall orgianize a Party seminar and 
classes on Puerto Rican work in every city with large Puerto 
Rican communities, 

4. A special bulletin shall be issued in Spanish devoted to 
facts of Puerto Rican life and experiences in struggles 
based upon the proposed study and experiences. 

5. Within a reasonable time and after adequate preparation, 
state conferences shall be called of delegates from all 
clubs (or sections) to draw up a fuller state-wide plan 
of work. An important feature of such conferences shall 
be the question of Jobs for Puerto Ricans and Negroes* 

6. A special commission on Puerto Rican work shall be set 
up by the National Executive Committee* 

?• The Worker, Political Affairs, and other publications 
shall give major attention to Puerto Rican work. 

8. The Party shall make a conscious and persistent effort 

to involve Puerto Rican members and leaders in all phases 
of leadership. 

9. This National Convention shall send a message of greeting 
to our brother Party of Puerto Rico paying tribute to 
the courageous stand taken by the wjf^tnesses called before 
the Un-American Committee in Puerto Rico, and shall pledge 
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citat?onc:^«\^i? ^"^ *?! Struggle against proposed contempt 
of ?hi SLSL^'p-^ ^ ''l^^'' attacks against the sovereignty 
?L «!i? *;.^^''^","**^'''*- "^^i® convention recognizes 
the self-crxticxsm by the National Committee of the in- 
oS^f ^ support given to the Puerto Rican comrades aSd 
^r^ell ITlTlZrt'l^Z: "^-^-^<^- ^^'-^^^ hearings 

10. This convention of the COMMUNIST PARTy of the United 

and n?l ^!!?h2?®n*^®**''f ?^'*"* °* ^^* ^^^^^ ALBIZU CAMPOS 
Sifr-Ji p?*^®"" ^^®^*^ ^^°^" political prisoners now in 
Puerto Rican and Federal prisons in the United States. 

^4> *u « ^^f ^^^^ order of business concerned the findings 
?he fLtf ??i^ ^""T^ll^t °* *^^ National Committee oJ the%. 
?rom No?thern"rn???^**?^ ""^S ^" reference to an individual 
a??Lf2 !?®f\9^^^*°"^^^' ""^^^^ initials are L. B. it was 
alleged that this individual openly disagreed with some of the' 
trol^fT^'''^ in Northern California and had been droppeS ^ 
Co2il?!/^'"u®'"^^^P; ^^ ^*^ appealed to the National Appeals 
ha?Srhe%^5?op?ed!' *'" '*^*" "^*^'^^^" ^^^^*^- *- ^^' 

nnh,»«^««x S® ^^^^ ?^**®^ °* business from the Appeals Committee 
NeS jSJl rD ^PSk^\''* *?^ ^"^"^^ Sec?tion of the Essex County ^ 
Sf?h ?hS®J,P' The Appeals Committee reported they had met 
point ft^So^^H^^e*^*''' ^^ ^^'^ ^^=^^^^ ^«* ^i*b tl^em a five 
S^in«4.?Jff ^"^ r?^*'^ ^^^ * condition pirecedent to their being 
^niSiifi^^i? *^® ^f"" *^^^^®y C^- The Tubman Section had not 
h^S^ii«?J^^u ^y oj *I»ese conditions and among other things 

a PoS?Sn «f^L''r^\?''^^ i^^*"?*^ **» *^^^ i^ *»^^y were given 
nn^^Si! Of leadership, Pinal expulsion from the Party and 
no more appeal was the final decision of the Committee. 

«« ««««^i Another appeal concerned a HARRY HAYWOOD concerning 
CorSiil ^.n^H^***^* ^t ^^ "'^^ *'^* ^* **^® Pa'^^y- The Appeals 
TSr?n^«?4"^^^^® '•^' ^rr®?' ^'^ ^^» apply *o»^ readmisSion. 
JSL ?S?i^! S ^^^?r f ®P«>*'*ed they had received a communication 
from (Fxrst Name Unknown) LOMAN, which is being referred 
to the New York State Committee. 

H« «+«4.«^ The above individual then gave a financial report.^ 
He stated xn 1957 the Party income was $196,079 and at the 
end of 1957 they were in the hole $1,844. In 1958 the total 
xncome was $133,832, while expenses were $131,361, which " 
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left a net of $2,471. For 1959 the first nine months* income 
was $02,812, with a surplus of $2,489, and a liability of 
$11,018. 

The next item concerned an appeal of MAX BEDACHT 
from New Jersey; MAX had disagreed with the State leadership 
of the New Jersey CP and had been eKpelled, His family had 
been asked by the CP to disassociate themselves from him, 
which they did not do, and they also were expelled. His case 
was referred to the National Committee foj? further inquiry. 

All the business of the Appeals Committee as 
reported by them was accepted by the Convention. 

The last order of business concerned the elections 
to the National Committee. ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN then 
submitted a list of 26 names, the first 25 of which were a 
preferred nominations list for the National Committee. 

EUGENE DENNIS 

GUS HALL 

JAMES JACKSON 

HY LUMER 

BEN DAVIS 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYlfN 

JACK STACHEL. 

IRVING POTASH 

PHIL BART 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

PETTIS PERRY , 

DANNY ^Last Name Unknown), Youth Delegate from 
Illinois 

DANNY (Last Name Unknown) ,' Youth Delegate from 
Eastern Pennsylvanii?, 
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GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 

WILLIAM WSINSTONE 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 

GEORGE MEYER 

HERB APTHEICER 

JIM ALLEN 

HELEN ALLISON WINTER 

SI GERSON 

JESUS COLON 

AL RICHMOND 

ERIC BERT 

The following individuals were nominated from 
their districts as memtoers of the National Committee. There 
were to be no less than 30 and no more than 35 from the 
districts to make up a total National Committee membership 
of 50: 

New York District 

PAUL ROBESON, JR, 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

MORT, from Buffalo b7c 

MIKE (last Name Unknown), city unknown 



BILL ALBERTSON 
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NATE (Last Name Unlcnown) 
BETTY GANNETT 
ARTIE (Last Name Unknown) 
Southern California 



DOROTHY HEALEY 
BEN DOBBS 
Northern California 



MICKEY (Last Name Unknown) 



JUANITA (Last Name Unknown) 
Illinois 

CLAUDE LIGHTFCOT 



FLO HALL 

SAM KUSHNER 
Michigan 

CARL WINTER 



Oregon 

NORMAN (Last Name Unknown) 
Indiana 

MANNY BLUM 

35 



b6 
b7C 



^ ,*• ^ 



• 



NK 100-4J 


284E 






New Jersey 








PAT TOOHEY 






Maryland 










JME (Last Name Unknown) 


Wisconsin 


C. MARTIN 
FRED BLAIR 






New England 








HOME CHASE 






South 


C* JABSES 








(First Name 


Unknown) 


FRAZIER 


Ohio 










(First Name 


Unknown) 


KRCHMAREK 


Missouri 










(First Name 


Unknown) 


MARTIN 


Minnesota 








1 


1 




Pennsylvania 






TOM NABRIED 






Washington State 








BURT NELSON 
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V/ILLIAM Z. FOSTER was unanimously elected President 
Emeritus, 



bb 



A- nomination was made from the floor that | | ^-^^ 
he placed on the ballot from New York, TEIswas 



done. 

The formal convention closed prior to the announcement 
of the results from the Ballot Committee and these results 
are not as yet known. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY PLYNN then gave a report on Defense, 
in which she discussed the cases of the Smith Act victims presently 
in the penitentiary^ Her report was adopted, 

A summary of the convention was then given by GUS 
HALL and he expressed pleasure in the serious and responsible 
nature of the convention and the positive work that has been 
done by it, 

A motion was made for the adoption of the Main 
Political Resolution which was done unanimously. At this 
point ballots were cast for the National Committee. The 
convention adjourned at this point. 
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On 12/10-13/59, the Seventeenth National 
Convention o£ the Communist Party, USA, was held at 
the Theresa Hotel, 125th Street and 7th Avenue, New 
York City. The convention was called to order a 
little after lOsOO AM on l2/l0/59, with Gus Hall 
acting as chairman. The first item on the program 
was the organization of the convention. Hall announced 
that the sessions would run from 10 §00 AWl to Is 30 PM, 
from 2830 PM to 7s.00 PM, and from SsOO PM until 
10s 30 PM. Hall announced the committees that were 
going to be set up which are listed belowg 

Committee on Defense 

Comiiiittee on the Negro Question 
Committee on Party and Party Organization 
Comihittee on the Party Constitution 

Comiiiittee on Organized Labor 

Committee- on the ,1960 Elections •''-.". 
- ComAittee on Youth; r' ''.>.:■ 

Committee on Credentials 

Committee on Lati^n America , 

Committee on Women v^ vUa^i-. -^ ^^.<.'^. 
, Committee on the Farm Problem 

Committee on the. Press 

Presiding Committee ^ 

Hall stated, that -the committees would meet 
prior to the convening of the convention or after • 
the convention hadwdisbanK>.d .at night.-; He announced . 
the agenda for the convention and the approximate 
times at which- the...convention' would take up each item 
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tin the agenda. The agenda is set fourth beiows 
(i) Trade Union Resolution 
(2) Negro Resolution 


'■ 


% 


(3) i960 Elections Resolution 




f 


(4). The Party and Party Organisation Resolutions 

(5),. The District Delegations Should Meet for 

Purpose o£ Nominating Members of the National 
Committee ' . 

(6) Youth Rfport :. 




'; 


(7) Report 9n Mexican American^ and Cuba 

(8) Report on Women '- 


-' 




.(9) Financial Report 


bo 
■ b7C 




(lO) Statement of Party Principles ■ ;. " 


- 




(11) Election of the National Committee ' 




. ' 


During the organintion of the coriventibn 
and the discussion concernir. j thiss Gus Hall , 
recommended that the Presiding Committee determine ■ 
■ the method of the election of the National Committeemen. 
This caused considerable dissent from the delegates 
attending' the convention and a woman delegate f torn the 


r 


: 


«+.a+.A hf Wflfthnng+nn, -hho wf!ffl of 1 1 made the 
proposal that an election committee be elected .by the ^ 
convention for the psirpose of discussing leadership • .. 
and talking recommendations for nominees to' the National •. 
Committee. This was offered as an amendment to the 
National Committee recomm.=rridation that only the Presiding 
Qoramittee would >ake the ^cisions at the convent i on a^vf 
T)iis amendment was not acv<-pt6d by the Convention. 




■_As Hall had announced the Preso-d'ing. Committes 
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he ha(J specified various states which would have 
members- on the Presiding .Committ.ee; This decision 
had "heen made pripr- to the convention* The fact ^ -• . 
that some states ^^ere left out from qiembership^^on/ 
the. Presiding Committee' caused considerable dissen-^ion 
among the delegates at the convention* Thl^ question 
was finally re^olyed by the passing of a motion that 
tho^e. states not ^Represented on the announced membership 
of the Presiding Committee would each add one member 
to the Presiding Committee. ;Each st^te, therefore, 
had at least one member on the Presiding Committee* ^ 

Mimeographed sheets were passed out ^ to the 
convention where each delegation from the various/ 
states put down their phoices for each of the standing 
committeesa Indiana decided that Emanuel Blum would 
serve on the Trade Union .Resolution Committee .and • 
the Constitution -Committee' and that Bennett would seirve 
on the, Presiding Committee and the Party Organisation 
Committee. ~ : " _ 

There was a different chairman elected by 
the Presiding Committee for each session of the 
National Convention. In other words, there would be 
'three chairmen for each day that the l^ational Convention 
met. The identities of all these individuals ^are not 
known but among ^ them were /^rChie Brown and a crippled . 
woman from New York City. On some occasions it was 
very difficult llo tell who the actual chairman was 
inasmuch as there ^Bire numerous individuals on the 
speaker's platfotm at the cony0;ntion and oh several ^ 
occasions when the coia^^tion would get out of hand 
when a woman was presiding^ - some man would step to the 
speaker's platform and attempt to restore order* The 
various chairmen of the convention, were not necessarily 
members of the Presiding Committee. In practice,- Gus 
Hall and a couple other members of the Presiding 
Qommittee would hold a c/icus and state that so and so 
would be chairman of the * ^xt session. "The Presiding 
Committee would*'then give its approval to the selection 
by^Hall and his associates. 

After the organization of the convention, 
Gus Hall gave his keynote speech. ^ 
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gjhe' keynote 'S]^e®©M "to the. 17th Kat|.d.!ml eon- 
.t^nti©^ W "Q^s lfeai.,was,eafitX@d '*'<Let:.irs;S6t ©i^:- ■ 
',^ii^tS'-t® the' F'atm?©*'' ■ •■■"'.■■■■•..",■■. 
'■"'• {' ' ■'■'■»•', . ■ ' ' ', , ' - -, •' 

H^ll ,'p©iiat®«l ©ut- that. 'the IJth @©3ateritipn was 

aeettog duriiig. a p!Sj?l®d Hhm exeats move with'g^at, 
/:^peed, ■ He ', stated - ttiat , this • ^©xsyeiatiois ' was asee ti^g- in 

a jauch ieoe^- f&-v€)T&hle tisae'then Mad -the previous '.l^th, 
'0Dnveati©?j ttxieh had solved- the -two feasie pTOblems-as- 
•to .wh,^ieK;.-^es?e"ifa©.a pia©e for the f omiimist :,Farty,, In 

the laalted States ' and whei^ier 'snai!^ a " party tinde ^ ' ^ . ' ' 
. Ameriean eonditions @®uld -fee a Sfes'Sist-Leninist;; party,. 
"'■/.iJ^spite. the. unf avo2^j3>le ©onditi^ns tMt -surrijtmd^d' the - 
'i6l&. Natioml'6onventi®n., the-, elements 'of change - -were , 

th^n alrea^ appas^ent ln,'that .the-Me^arthy era. had^--'" „ , 

alr^a;^-begt2n 1^©/fee a ■thing '©f ■ the .-'pa^t and-'t^e_ p'eaee. 

mdv;^e^t''wa3''fee@isming" to Kake' s®jae^ headway, "j'v: ..' ' ' 

. ®ie'"17;th 0®nventi«!?% h®wewrj was meeting 'at, 
a ta,ffie. when; the 'So'cialist' f ®3?^es ©f the world -had for ' , 
the','first 'tiaie '. attained dojaiin®,siee and- when' world -pe^ee ■• 
forees were; a uost po^erfml ■v^®i®e••©n•the .wd2l.'d sc^ne'.- ' ■- 
Ball i^inted tmt "that -Me^ -@£a -fen^Bina as "'5^e American- ■" 
©entisy" . in ■'^ieh ■.'^^rS^^M^^S^htm- was me ;doiiifi®hf; 
■'factor in the world' foM-ended» ""feie- -"Socialist "countries -; 
of- the world which now ^atorace one-third, of.' the w6rld'*'s^ ■- 
people, now prodiace more than ha3,f -of - the .wo^ldL!'s total' 
industrial output and' are rapi'a.y on t!^eir way" to ■"becoming". 
the' dimin^t' economic foree-ih the world, ""In 'addition;' . =■ 
to .the "industrial challenge of the. Socialist ©ouhtries> ■ 
th? : world, i^ xiBW seeing "the beginning of "the .end of t^e ■ 
era'.of..BHperialism, '^e eeonmsi© revival "of 'other.'" ; . "'■ 
Capitalist eoimtries-, h^s also sesived t® "fering ^ISb'ut 
"-ah end of "lEie 'toerican '©entury," -Hall stat'ed;that in 

■ this new world the profelem that ?©u^ people"* face" was ■ 
that of finding the' least 'painful" transition from the' 
"imerican; ©entury'* t® 'liie-new era ©f p<^aceful _e©-e!25;i£tence. 

©ne of the ©entml features of the' .''Merican 
©entury" had feeeh the.e@l€ %t: ^« iweverp this .concept . 
. is fading -and one, of the jaain fae^ors causing its decline 

■ has .'been the. peace policy of .the "Soviet ;'tllnion» BaJJ. 
motioned -the visit ©f 'Ihrushchev '^o- the TJhited States. ; „ 



# 



;--,>ni 



aKJd the Camp David Agreement, as well as other agreements 

between the Uhlted, States and the Soviet imion, for 

matters eC lesser -importance* He pointed out that these 

factors do not necessarily mean an end to the cold war^ 

but do represent a move in that direction and the extent 

of the move will he detennined o». the Amer^cap people 

and the pressure they exest on the iSisenl^ower administration. 

Hall discussed actions, taken by the Communist 
Party in the past in their assertion: of leadership for 
peace. He, said the Communist Party .t!^day is also taking 
part in a campaign , for peace but: In a' new atmosphere 
where the, entire- miited States is discussing, the banning 
of nuclear tests*, total disarmament, 'and peaceful co- 
existence, , , " - •' '■ 

Hall stated that th^ sentin^ent for peace was 
general, but that the party's fight for peace must be 
developed in specific forms. He-, cited such examples 
as cutting down on armaments to yelieve the burden- of 
ever-mounting taxes. The concept that the wa3? economy , 
is necessary for full employment must be eliminated* . 
gSiere has been > a body of .> thought that the Negro people' - 
could break down the bars of segregation existing against 
them only during a time of .war ot preparation: for .war, - 
Hall stated that desire for peace was a .general oh^ aind 
existed in vast organizations in the United^ States* Party 
^lembers should work in these organizations to bring about 
an increased desire, for peace. - . . 

On the domestic, front. Hall cited the problems 
of automation in industry and the resulting unemployment, 
the growing^ financis^l instability of the Itoi ted States . 
and the chronic agricultural crisis. He also added to 
these problems the problems of „the Negroes, Mexicans, . 
and Puerto Ricians, in .securing adequate ..housing, 
education, and health facilities. 

lai stated that i' answer to the challenge in 
foreign matters, .American m^Vi.^op6ly capital was atteinptlng to 
accomodate itself to present-day realities. However, on the 
home front monopoly capital was making a concentrated drive 
against labor as well as a drive against civil rights and 
civil liberties. However, to counteract the effect of the 
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monopoly capital drive there have been new forces appearing 
in the labor movement among- the Negro people and among the 
yo^%fe to fight against thiS' drive, 

■>'"' '^ ,,. ' " ,■■ - ' ^ , ' ■ 

Hall, in' 'discussing the-1960 elections/pointed out 
that it was the task ©f the party to give leadership and 
guidance to the great variety -of movemehts existing among 
the m&38 organizations 'of the united States. OSie peace , - . 
issue must be given priority in the 1^60 elections,, but 
all 'the other -needs of fee people must be- fotaght for as ■ - 
well, such a'§ 'wagefe, Job©;, l.abor« s- rights, civil -rights - 
and liberties*- ®ie Mxiecrats must be made a major target; 
of attack and labor. -and the Negr© people .must attempt -to;. 
elect additional representatives from -within their ranks. , 

.' ■■' -Hall J. in discussing the, €opmunist Party,, pointed' 
t>ut that the party, during the past years has come thrbugh-. 
attack after attack battered,- but :int#^^f Hall criticized 
negativism, ara-stated ttxat the best antidote .for" this fault 
was activity. He stated that the p,arty must- stimggle on 
two fronts. " He stated that' the party had never really- • 
grasped' this Leninist concept, but that -it had a tendency 
to swing from ultra=ri|^t to ultm-lef t» Hall stated^- that 
the period of the Communist political ass©©ia;tidn had .been 
a swinis to jthe- right but 'that in .fighting . this swings ■ • 
the party had- thrown out some-good elements of the, right. 
Xtoring the period of-, the left that- followed, the party- 
had h^pered itself by-insistirsfi; ont^ great an adherence 
to left ideas by mass .©rganissai 'ons. ' -' ./ 

Hall stated that the party had 'now .corrected' 
swings to both- the right 'and left ana was now ©n more or 
less ©f an even keel,. He insisted that the party -moye 
down the central course* •• - ' . 

Hall stated- that there were times when the , 
party*'®' work had not been anchored -".deeply enoAigh'to Marxism- 
LehiisSjsm >and.^-cite,d -^'- speeif i© example- of a resolution . . 
on the Negro question which --oiad be shortly placed" before 
the convention.'- -Hail, conelu.-^d by-statixsg, that despite the 
planfed stories' in the press f a. power stiruggle within the 
p4rty, the party wto united and the enes^ would not be- 
peKsitted to disrupt '^the conve^ation-. 
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^hQ identity of the J)erson presenting -the draft 
declaration of Aims and Ta^ks to the 17th National Convention, 
is Wt known. This individual in his remarks stated that the 
CoramUnist Party of • the United States, was a RSirty of the American 
Working' Class andt&sed its activity and butlook on thevtheories 
and ■ teachings of K^i'lMapxand V. I. Lenin*. -.O^he Communist Party 
is a vanguard p'arty and its kirn is socialism '"which will he 
estahlished' when the American Working Class becomes a leader 
of the; Nation* The Conimuhist Part.y, although small, has made 
many significant contrihutions to progress in the United States 
and has" always 'sought to sei^ve the best interests of the American 
people^ , ' ■ - ' ■ . . 

The speaker continued that , peaceful corexistence was the 
most- important issue of the present dayl Monopoly capitalism is 
the, source of the war danger and a socialist ;^ocieljy has- no incentive 
to war hut jgenerates peace. The cold war "policy "is, a" bankrupt 
policy and -in. .order to idealize the ob^edtive of peaceful co-existence, 
the American people will have to fight' against t^ie'mbnopblyand 
imi>ei?ialist ''Circles which desiJE;e toke^p the cold "war a^-lve. 

, World competion between eapii^allsm and socialism is 
causing a present:- day crisis: Big busin^sss and reactionary circles 
atitempt ,to picturfe competition from world socialism . asl' a threat 
to' the United States. Sobialtpm is exceeding the Amerieaifrate 
of economic growth by several times; ' Although th§ Amerlclah people 
may possibly increase their i?ate of "ecbnomic" growth; such economic 
growth is not necessarily translated '"Intd social" benefits tinder 
capitalism as it is under socialism.. ' Th6 American .'people must "achieve 
a condition .of. full employment 'without, war or the "threat of ' war 
and a healthy 'l^titiiulu^cafi be. given to the econpjny if military 
funds are diverted to'.peaiceful usfes. Unrestricted. trade vrith all 
Nations can be a great benefit to the economic growth and .stfibllity 
of the United States. ;, \ ; . . ... 

Speaker- related-"&hatthi' Communists ^ee.'the battle 'to, 



participation .of the people in repr^sen1;.atiVe g0Yevr^ent. ^Bjr 
struggling tb maintain democratic ssrst^^m-r'tise Smerican people 
can enrich democracy/ preserve peace' "and open the way to progressive 
change* ' 
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The Qonmrcinist Party, aeco3?dlng to. the speakei*, advocates 
a democratic roUd to soeiaWsm and f?.ghts for the conditions that 
will lead to a peaceful- so^mist revolution. To achieve this 
American road to socialism, the most important thing is to told ^ 
the Tmity of the labor movement so that it can emerge as an independen-& 
political force ahle to lead other groups. The people's Party, 
including labor and a coalition of anti-monopoly- forces could 
possibly lead to the establishasent of a people's government. 
The spealcer then traced how socialism could develop in the United 
States from the nationalization of monopolies through. agriculture, ■■ 
industiy, trade and finanee. . Society in the government would bfe 
3?un by the working people. After- the initial stage of socialism 
and all of the benefits- that' it would briiig to the country^ the 
country would then proceed to GomsiHmism, the highe]? stage of 
socialism. ■ 

This draft declaration was passed as written by the 
17th National Convention. 
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The draft resolution on tra^e tsnion problems wa,s'' 
presented to the 17th National Convention by Irving Potash, 
After discussion, the eoav'entian ®3epted the draft resolution 
as m?M@n» Potash began his remarks bj stating that a laounting 
strike movement is sweeping through Ame2?iea. He cited several 
eacamples of strikes in the United States includihg the recent 
steel strike. These strikes?,. th@ "automation strikes", as 
th^jare commonly called, are the mass fight .back against the 
offensive launched by big business on the ec6nomic and political 
' fronts. This offensive whi©h has been in preparation for a long 
time ineludes ad^emand for additional anti-labor legislation. • 
■ These struggles and the of f ensite -of capital refutes the class 
■ ' CQlIaboration theories of top AFL-CTO leaders.. A current, strike 
;#i:SvC, Esovement presents a challenge to - €c»ra2J2ii©t®"-'£^d' Progressives as ■ 
■"'%::' w^ll as to the old -guard trade union leaders. . The history of the 

•'■'■ past 12 years reflects the developssent offch^, class eollaborati©nist 
, ' policies oif. the top labor leaders beginning with the labor leaders 
■. acceptanc.e' of the -cold war polieies. These labor leaders eventually 
accepted the Taft-Hartley Law, joined the McCarthy eaiapaign' -and 
. • ■■ laid the labor movement open to the l^.iSMJ'-Griffin .Labor ,Law. 
. .- ' These, top leadership plieies haW weakened the influence and 
. '' activity of the Progressives witlsin the .3^bor movement as a whole. 
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, Eeeentiy^ however, th©r'e has. .developed a. growing' disr- 
satisfaction in the ranks of the working people resulting from • 

,•= the failure of labor leadership to c^pe. with the problems facing • 
the workers. It has. become increasingly evident "to many "of the 
workers that Labor Uhions cannot progress as long as they continue 
to follow the pbli{|ies personif;>"d by'8-eorg^'Meafiy. " Although 'thep^ 

■ protests are seatte^^d, the 'pOsp. ability.' ekists that 'before long . 
these' protesting element^s "in the trade unions; may "be" ^.oiiied" together 
which will influence the unions t® a new and. higher stage of struggle 
against monopoly .interests, - .-",.. ,.■.., 

Organizedi labor in order to defeat the attacks upon it," 
must launch a counter .offensive'. ' The fight for the' sKort^ wdrk'"wSek 
ML2. enable the^ workers to suacessltiliy face the ' problem* of " g3?dwihg 
automation in Industry. The I^b©^ Movement must lead' the' fl^t for 
peace and free trade with the .^oeiali^t world." It . must; lead in' the 
fight for disarmament and the -resulting release "of 'funds: for peace- 
ful purposes will benefit all • f the people of.- this 'country. ■ 



■ ^ Labor UnionE must lead In the Btnxg&Xp for Negro rights 

and the ^ampaigi^ to orgaai^e tlia unorganissed^ ^%)eciall3r * in the 
_^ southa Another ijdajor frdnt in ^La*bor»^ eountej? bffensive is inde- 
¥":- pendent political action o Labor should h&we political acton 

organisations that would be active the year around rather thaa 
jUEt ^at election times* ^labo-r- must fight for the' repeal of the 
Taft-ikrtley aisd lai^drmo-ariffin' LawE and to extend its fight 
against aB^-ne?j anti-labor legislation •« labor should reco^ise 
BZitl^QgmmmiBm as a weapom directed against the working^ ©las^^^ 
the trade xmion^ and the Anericanjeople generally c 

The unions' should help to ad¥a^^e the welfare and - 
living standards of worker^' in all eaimt^es^and to give all« ■ 
out mppQrt to the efforts of the latin ^^erican peoples to 
free tfeeigselvea from the bondage of ^ the American ^imperialietBo' 
It must be brought to the attention of the American 'workers that 
«^ -. the OommunistB have no interests apart from those of the working 
clasgc. ,fh0 Party-^E. ideas must be brought to the trade unioni^tB 
i , and ©CMmniate^ muBt strive promote the understanding of. Socialism 
among work^rse- ' ' • . 
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Claude Lightfoot presented to the convention a resolution 
on the Negro question in the United States. Lightfoot pointed out 
that altsost 100 years ago the Hegroes were emancipated from chattel 
slavery in ^he "United States, "but even today the Negroes are not free 
and equal eitizehs. The chief oppressor of the Negro people is the 
class of monopolists, and these mohopolists are the primary 
heneflciarles of this oppression. Negro freedom can he secured 
only 'through straggle against the Disdlecrats, the monopolists;, 
those who serve their interests. This straggle must he carried 
on by the Negro people ■themselves., the working class and the world 
anti-imperialist. forces. , 

Lightfoot stated that the Negr-o people are \miting in 
their struggle, not in order to .separate themselves from life in 
the United States, but to facilitate their struggle for integration 
as free and equal Americans. Gommunist Party must lend its 'support 
to the st3?uggle of the Negro people ' in attempt toially the working 
class, of the American people to support- this struggle. The "burden 
of oppresion rests primarily on the b8,ck of the Negro worker and to 
relieve this "burden, he must wage an unrelenting fight against Jto 
Grow. The Communist Pa'rty will support the organization" of a National 
Negro labor organization. The struggle for land on the pa;rt of the 
Neiro fanner in the South is as much of "a struggle " against monopoly 
capital as is a struggle of, the Negro union member. The fight'for 
Negro freedom requires a determined crusade in the South to win the 
right, to vote and to be voted for. A United Negro Electorate in the 
.North can assist their Southern neighbors in accomplishing tiiis. 

Lightfoot cited the wc:«^k of Negro organizations in securing 
.freedom for the Negro people and csommented that the " NAAGP deserved 
the support and attention of all Progressive forces.'- Communist ' 
Party, must point out to the workers that anti -Negro policies are 
the -policies of the ruling class and that the cause' of Negro freedom 
serves the cause of world peace. Lightfoot asserted that the Communist 
Party is a vanguard of the working class and the Negro peoples 
freedom movements. 

Lightfoot . stated that in 0930, the Communist Party • 
had aaopted the pria(eiple of self -determination for the Negroes 

in the United States which involved the formation .of a" Negro" 

nation -in the deep South. Ho%^ *er, this theory of self-determination 
has now been discarded and the policies of the 'Communist Party call 
for the securing to the Negro people equal economic, political 
and social status with all other Americans. 
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Id-ghtf o©t « s reselutioja n^ a -saus© for considerable. 
m.^m.BBlon by the ©onveBtion. ^e resolution was accepted by 
the eonventiora with th© :©^,epti©n of tSsat part -dealing with self- 
determiisation for the Megm people, ffee dis^^nting opinion eapregssed 
at tha eojiventlon was that th® qu@stiQ>ja. of self-determinatiori 
should 'be left open for the K©gr© pe®pl® thesaselveis to d^eide 
at scffl© lat@3? date. ■TheiS© Hegro p®®El© would include all Negroes^ 
not only the Megroes- iia the party. 
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ae Resolution on th9 eoramimlst Party -was 
presented to the 17th National Cpnvention, O&is may have 
been givess toy Hiekey I,ima. ®ie resfl-ution was pa^ as 
presented with the exception of one ammendiBtent to 
page 2p J)S^agmph 5 in its pririted form v^hieh^caO-led for 
fke Adding of a sentenbe '"^StiB Party must rei-examine the 
str^gle f|®r. its" legality. ■" " 

■a© Resolution on the Commuiiist. :party pointed 
^ out that tfee party was in a period of ah attack by the 
monopolists directed against the vast majority of the 
American people, but at the same time the growing 
forces for peace £ind progress were having an increasing 
impact on the U.S. Baring the recent period, the party 
had suceessfully fought and defeated those would have 
changed the makeup of the party, ®ie party is beginning 
to play a constructive role in some of the problems 
facing the people today. However^ the problems of 
rebuilding the .party and of establishing broader united - 
front relations still remain, unsolved. The Ataerioan 
people will Bot submit to the attack by the monq^H-sts 
and Imperjialists and will Join- the movement toward peace. 
5Sie eommtmist Party^ therefore, must bring its science 
and indiispensable role to this people's movement, 

Howbver, there are certain weaknesses in the 
party ^s work which Klli, hamper this movement, among these 
beingj, a weakness of the party leadership) on a mtionail 
and district level. Party leadership lias been isolated 
from party membership and the mass movement and it is 
essential that the: leadership at: all levels improve its " 
style or work, OSie party must effect an improvement 
in the way in which it fulfills its vanguard rple, OJhe 
party in order to effectively carry out its mass 'political 
line, must master the policy of the United froEtt. It 
must-^piB iftthe struggles of the youth, the national 
groups J, and the international working classes. " OJhe 
part^^J ideological .content of it^ mass work must be 
improved and revisionism must : i exposed^ . !Ihe party miust 
demonstrate anew the superiority of socialism over 
capitalism and the promise which socialism holds for' 
happy and peaceful life for hxjmanity, OSie party must 
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expand its p.d¥ocacy of socialism and explain how ■ 
socialism easi bring about a better world far beyond the 
dreams of aay American. In this, new socialist soci-ety 
the3?e vjill be ample opportunity for all Americans, 
Negro or Mite under a gov^rment le,d,r by the working 
class, 2he resolution 'concluded by stating that the 
decade of the sixties is a period in which the party 
and its isaf luence can grow and in which it will be 
the vassg^iaa'M of the struggles of the American people 
for a s®elalist America, • ' ' 
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^e Draft ResplutJlon on Party Organiz,ation had 
been written b y the-^^^ea^^ ^ee on party and party 
organization i- I l a member of this committee, had 
brou^t ,into the committeei a^draf^ which he had" wi?itten 
prior to -the meeting of the' convention., • This..Was 're- 
written ■ by the committee ,■ - taking itito co^agideratibn ■ 
that v^ich West had /wrijjten:- prior to the. CQiivention.. The 
I5riaft;..Resplution.' on Party Orga^i^^ation was" presented to 
the convention by Mickey Lima and was^ accepted by the 
conventioii .with no • changes, Lima, in his remarks stated 
that the party was consolidating its ranks on the basis 
of the lihiversally valid principles of Marxism-Eenihism 
as applied to the specific, conditions of American: lifev 
The correct mass policies of 'the 17th Convention gives \ 
the party the first essential- under the new conditions ' 
existing in the.miited states for the renewed development 
of .thfe'SP, USA. The correct application and fulfillment 
of the party's mass policies could cause the new small GP 
to become almost overnight, a large and influential force ' 
in the life of the tJhi ted States.. 

Lima then cited a number of weaknesses of the 
party ^uch as a temporary loss ,of the Daily Worker ahd the, 
low circulation of The Worker. He cited the weakness of 
organizational work in the party. as well as a.great.uneven- 
ness of the participation in the party/ s work from district 
to district. ■ He stated that it was nefcessary- th&* the 
party solve these, and other problems which he mentioned in 
the shortest passible time. . ■ ' 

Lima stated that the key task before the ^ntire 
party right down to the last member was to master the ,. •/ 
theory and practice - of the imited front policy, , ^ Individual 
m^bers, clubs and sections must be giv«n assistance ^n 
how to xfork in the united front. Clubs and sections must 
exch'ange ;e^eriences and evali;iate their activities to . 
develop additional know-how. Comrades Mi. unions and mass 
orjganizations must be given assistance in how to advance 
party policies and how to b\'?tld left. groupings in their 
organizations. He stated "tlfe,t too great a regard for 
security left over from the McCarthy 'period which hampered 
the party in its development of the united front, must, be 
overcome, ■ ' . ' ' : 
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Lima called for tfee renewal of left initiative- 
and ealMfi)r -strengthening of tfee party for its mass taslcs. 
He called for the developHient 6f eollejptive wor^ involving, 
pai^lgr <M.seipline where,in each member- wo jiM be respansible 
to- aftd Subordinated to the. cal3.ective*' How^Ver^ the 
individual pas^l^ members must .be- urged to funetiosSi on their 
own initiative aa well-.. . He pointed out :that -there' had been 
improvement in eollective .Work, during the past two y^ars, 
but that ,there was still considerable room for improvement,. 
He stated;, that individual leaders were not held sufficiently 
responsible- to the eollee/fcive and that the leadership 
especially nationally;, Was not sufficiently close to the ,- - 
membership. • National leadership failed to give adequate 
guidance' to the party's work. The leadership must be more 
readi'ly available, and- Ijima. urged that ever^ pa^ty. leader 
should i^ot .onljy be ,4 member of a club but alsfo attend meetings 
and participate, in the. club* s activities as mueh ,a,s. possible. 
Every party, leader should, select and- and help develop;newer 
^nd younger.. cadre*. - ... 

Lima continued that consideration should be given 
to the establishment, of regional. organizations suoh as 
already existed in the. southeim -states. • Reerui'ting as 
a systematic activity ^the party must .be re=-established . 
and more .dttention must be paid to the Marxist press\ Lima 
concluded by statiijig -that, the CP, Tjsa armed with the '."... 
correct Eiass policies, will help, to advance the best national 
interests of the USj, in a 'world 3f peace. 

■ ^ - ■ X 
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Ben Davis then - presented to the ITtU, National Convention 
a resolution on the 1960 ^lectiona, as well a^ an-^irit5?o<3.'Uction'to 

his remarks'.; Both of ,thes^ were ^pass seel "by the oonventlon ?Lp- 

presented 'by Davis 4 ; ', '' . '"^ ■ ' "" ' ' '" '' , ' 

. '■' ■ Davis pointed out -that- the^ reoent Kru'shchev visit, to tho 
Uniteid States had relaxed intismatibnal tensions., but at the same 
time'-^the- 86th CongreBS-^ aetions- had constituted a 'ma-iJ<3r reac'tiohary , 
offensive. > He' stated .that- the^ lesson- offered by the 86th'Gonsress 
wras' cieW in" that to :the- extent that- labor and' -the Fegro. p-ebi)l.es« 
movesienl^.tuT^iher advances independent "pol^'^l^^al action/^ to'.' 4>hat ■ 
extent will- they' win'- their -demands, against- P^® m.onopblists., .Davis 
pointed- but that by^ Vi2J*tue^ of the dominance of big" business over tjie 
two mia'^br- political parties,' the Communist Party advocated' the 
nec.essi'ty' of a* new f airaer-labor party:. • This party will - nbt be ' a 
minority partgp., but one wliaTch can win' the majority. This new party, 
whidh wil^l':be- based .bn^laboii?,, the ^farmers" and" the 'Hegro people-, cannot, 
however/ -take the' form- of an ■ "independent socialist- party'!." since 
the orgahi^ai'tibn of' such parties' seizes- to i-solate the "left 'from ." ■ 
the masses- of • labbr and the Negro people .- The i960 elections 
offer the pai'ty and .other .left and ..Progressive "forces a great. - 
opportunity -\1|o'^^ strengthen t-heir '''own- forces- .and to identify them- 
selves •m0re--eiosely with the- mass .movements < stirring within the 

• "••■. K ■'.- ' • .-,- ■■'■.: ...■,......., 

. .■ , '■,.,.:,,. ... . ^•^ . - - .■ ' •, • >r'..-' ' ' '" ■■> ■ • ' . ■ ' 

. Eiavis' had ion: points'- whi-ch -contained" the* program" for ' the 
Communist -Party in^'the I96Q' ©lectiohs-i "These:'- pOiints :iheluded stich" 
Iteifls as:&,^outlawi-ng»'of-nu-cl"ear war-, .total 'diisai^ament', abolition 
of the ll^ur-'an'd th^ ^^Senate Intemiai Security Gonanittee, repealing 
the Smith and MeCarran Acts and establishment of the fiill- legality 
of the Communist Party. Other .points mentioned~by Davls'were fall --- - 
rights for the Negro people, repeal of the Taft-Hartley and landrum- 
Griffin iaws, price supports for sm.all fii^er^, tax relief for small 
businesses, an- . American Youth Act, public ownership of "all atomic • 
energy, railroad and public u^l^ilities, the haltihg of monopoly' 
profiteering and legislation to fepnefit the health, education, 
cultural and, housing needs of the people. - =. 
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The next report was given eoneei^ing the, work oS. the 
constitution tJonnnittee. The identity of the person giving this 
report is not known. The constitution committee had considered 
certain asiendments to the constitution of the CoiHSiunist P.arty 
and set forth several changes in th^ eonstitlation. The convention 
gav^ this report considerable discussion but eventually was p^ed 
as written. ; , ■ \ ./ 

One of the amendments under the purposes of the Communist 
?arty consisted in adding two purposes that the Communist .?arty was 
seeking to attain a peaceful world and to attain full ' Equality for -; 
the Negro people. Another amendment conceited the. fact that ' memt>ers 
who had been dropped for being arrears on their dues could, apply for 
re-admission within six months, ilnother amendment, eoneemed" the 
method of electing the National Qoiamittee aikd the filling of 
vacancies on the National Committee, Another^asnenTdment deleted the 
portion of the cohBtitution- of Article 6 which gave Party membei*^ 
the right to ^issQnt from deeiislom which had been made..', . Q/ther 
amendments concerning disciplinary procedure and appeals i 
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William Lo Patferspn presented a resolution on "The 
Worker" and passed out sUimeographed sheets , ^showing the status 
of the "Worker" by states. Patterson asked the convehtipn to 
propose to the incoming National Goiamittee that a campaign be 
drganizsed for the support of the "Worker" in the amount of ^75^000 
to run from January 13s 19^0 to May. 1^, I960. He called for raising 
the circulation of the paper to $20^000 by the end of 196O. 
Patterson ppinted out ^hat the "W0rker"was not th6 official voide 
of the Coiamunist Partyi but declared that the Building of the "Worker"was 
indispensable to the building of the aommunist Party. : 

This . resolution as pi'esented by Patterson was. accepted 
by the c©n¥^hti©n. 

The i*esoluti6n was .then presented to the convention 
on the work and status of wosien. The individual presenting this 
is not knowio This report elfeed- the imorgemized condition of 
the working women and the. pay "differential that existed between 
m^n and women. It .further ^©inteC out' that the-. Negro, Puerto Rican, 
and Mesican~Amerlean women were Subjected 1^0/even greater "pay" 
differentials. /The resolution called for '-the " convention to set 
up a National/-#omens Commission as well as a program to' understand 
popularise the role of women under socialism. 

/' ■ ' • ' ' 

. /Pat Toohy then presented a resolution on Puerto Eican 
work in tiie Friited States^ which resolution was passed by the 
convention. The resolution, cited the poor condition of Puerto 
Ricans^ both in Berto Rico and in the United States. -It asked the 
incoming National Goimnittee to make a thorough study of the Puerto , 
Rie^fSituation, to establish a special coaimission on " Puerto "Rican 
work and ©ailed for the freedom of all Puerto Eican political 
prisoners; in Federal Prisons. 

' // A farm resolution was pi?esented bytan unknown individual 

aiid accepted by the 0onvention, 'J?Ma resolution cited statistics^ ^ 
showing that tihe small and middle: ai^ed farmers were 'being eliminated 
by the professional farmers* It called for the organization of farm 
workers and the diE0Ouragement of all6^^t production by big 'farmers V ' ^ 
It called for the distribution o^ surplus foods, both in United" States 
and world wideo It asked the Na' 'mal Executive Committee to establish ^ 
a farm eomsxisaion as, well as :^egi^jial farm commissions*.^ 
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A resolution on G^ha. -^as presented to the convention, 
possibly by Pat Tooi^., ,. The Gu.ban resolution reviewed the revolution 
in Cuba and the fact "that "isnperialistie forces were trying to 
defeat the revolution. It cited the advances made, by the new 
Cuban government in land refbrja and trade union democracy. It 
pointed out that the imperialists in the United States who seek 
to defea,t the revolution in Cuba, are the same monopolist in the 
United States' who escplolt American labor. The resolution called 
for organizing support for the Cuban people and to combat reactionary 
moves which wg^uld work -^gainst Cuba as a vacation spot and as 
a source of trade. ': • " 
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a?he. Appeals Committee of the 17th National ■ Convention 
had cases which it presented %o the convention. There was a Case 
in New York State • of an individual who had been chairman of an 
ultra-left group. He had "been expelled from the party but had 
subsequently made an appeal to the National Convention. The 
Conventin upheld the action of the Appeals Committee which had 
supported the action of the New York State Organization in escpelling 
this individual from the party. Another case was presented from 
New Jersey of an elderly man who wanted to meet with a committee 
of party members to discuss coming back into the party. The local 
organization in New Jersey had refused to discuss this matter with 
the old man who had be eh a former party member. The Convention 
repealed the action of the local organization and the record ^g^inst 
the old man was deleted. 

The head of the Communist Party in Puerto Kleo had flown 
Puerto Rico to New York to attend the convention. Immediately after 
arriving at the Airport" in New York, he had been hit by a truck and 
forced to go to a hospital. The convention sent ,a delegation to 
the hospital to visit him. During the convention, this man canie 
to the convention in a wheelchair ajid made a short speech.' 
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„, ■ During 'the convention, Gus Hali made an;^ 
' aririouncement- on several occasions that in his ^p^^i^]^, 
"the party natiohaiiy could not go much Ijonger than a 

year without holding another convention. He felt 
"that it would be necessary to hold another cpnvention 

within the' next twelve months because of the great 

ciifferences that existed in the party. 

An- 'unrecalled individual made a report at 
the convention on party membership in which it was 
stated that the party nationally had 6,000 actual 
members. It was reported that there were another' , 
4,000 individuals that could not. join the party for 
Various reasons such as trade union membership which 
would make a total party membership of about 10,000 



if . . ' individuals. 



The. exact days on which each of the various 
reports and resolutions as set f prth above were given 
cannot be broken down, -due to the confusion that 
existed in the convention. The selection of. nominee^ 
to the National Committee on both the state and' general 
lists was made in the Presiding Committee on Saturday, 
12/12/59,' and went to the National Convention late on 
this day. Sunday, 12/13/59, the last day of the 
convention, was taken up for the most part by elections 
and discussion of the nominees for the National 
Committee. This discussion v as sandwiched in between 
the reports on the farm problem, women and youth, 

Gn 12/13/59, during the discussion of the 
makeup of the National Committee, Gus, Hall indicated .: 
that the National Committee which was finally decided 
to number sixty individuals, would elect another 
National Committee from the sixty* The sixty individuals 
would probably meet only twice a year and these 
meetings would last from four days, to a week. The 
smaller National Committee would then elect an 
executive board which, wou. Z.^eet every six weeks, 
or so as well as a Nationax 'Executive Committee which 
would,.rae6t more often. The National Executive Committee, 
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would consist of five individuals. From Hall's remarks, V'.'. 
it appeared that provisions would be made whereby ■■.. .• 

the National Committeemen, for instance from the midwest, • ' , 
could meet to discuss problems which concerned only 
the midwest. 

On 12/13/59, the names of Ih^ ft^i^irifihn 
individuals were announced as being candidates for 
election to the National Committee from the various 
states. The various state delegations had made their ^ 
own nominations in state caucus. However, the Presiding 
Committee had ruled that further nominations could be 
made either in the Presiding Committee or on the floor 
of the convention. The Presiding Committee had ruled 
that any state could nominate state deleg^ttes from 
any other state and that the individuals did not ■.• '1 

necessarily have to be at the convontion. Each state ::.- 4 

deieg'ation in caucus couM nominate more than the 
number actually allocated- to the state but should 
' show preference for the number of nominees actually 
allocated to each state. 

The following allocations were made to each 
state. regarding nominees for the National Commi'^t^es 



New York 


8 


Southern California 


3 


Northern California 


3 


Illinois 


4 


Michigan 


2 


Ohio 


2 


New England 


1 


Eastern Pennsylvania 


1 


New Jersey ^ • 


1 


Maryland 


2 


Wisconsin 


1 


Indiana 


1 


Minnesota 


1 


The South 


2 


Oregon 


1 


Washington 


1 


Kansas-Missouri 


1 
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After this had been announced in t}ie 
convention, there were some objections- and Maryland 
was reduced to one and the South was increased to three. 

^ The originai announcement of the makeup p£ 
the National Convention by Mali had been that there 
wbuid be thirty-five members to be nominated by the 
states and fifteen individuals whose names woqid be 
taken from a general or national list, Hall and some 
of his associates apparently discovered that fifteen 
names on the national list would not allow enqugh of 
the party professionals to be elected and with the 
consent of the convention the general list v?as increased 
to twenty^^fi'iv?, making a split o# 35«25 for a national 
committee of ^ixteen individuals. \ 

The names set forth below are of thqse 
individuals whose names were mentioned on tl)e state 
listo This list is not complete. ^ 

New York « Louis Weinstoqky Mort (LNU), 
Mike (LNU)o l ^/ I 

Bill Albertson, two othey individuals 
names not recalled who were on the preferred 
list. In addition the names of Betty 
.Garnettp Artie (LNU) and others were - 
mentioned. ^ - 
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Southern California 
'Dorothy Healy^, Ben Dobbs. 

Northern California --Mickie Lima, Roscoe 
(LNU), Juanita (LNU). 



, Illinois «- Claude Lightf oot, 
^ Flo Halls .Sam Kushner. 



-Michigan r Carl ^^^'nter^ 



-Ohio ^ Anthony |Crchmarek,[ 



] 



•The South - T. Robinson, S< 
not tryie names. 



Frazer, "0^ James « 
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New , England - -H. Ch-a-se. -, ' 


." 


^ ■" . 


New Jersey- - Tony (LNU). • 
Maryland "-. Jake (LNU). 




%' . .•■- ■ 


' Indiana ~ -Emanuel Blum. 




ly : 


Missouri " Martin (not known whether first 
or last name) 






Wisconsin -■Fred Blair. 
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Minnesota-^1 | 


'7' 1 " 


•Eastern Pennsylvania - Tom Nav^ried 




Washington - Burt Nelson. 


i 




Oregon - (FNU) Holland. 




-': 


There were other nominations iK\ade to this 
list from the convention floor but mo^t of these 
individuals declined- , 


{ 


'( 


A general. list br natipnal list wa? th$n 
' announced which was based upon a recommendation pf a 
sub-committee of the Presiding Committee. These ai^Q 
set forth below s 


„- **' ^ 




-. -Eugene- Dennis 




'" f 


. ■ Gus Hall 

James Jackson •• — 


J 


/ ; ' 


V 

Hy Lumer 


1 


> 


Ben Davis " • , 




^i 


Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 


t 




-■ -^5 ■ „ - ' ■ ■ - .•; ' '' 


1 




■■ ■"■ ' ; . ■ !•■■ ■-•,.. 





Jack Stachei, ', - ■ ., 

Irving Potash . 

Phil Bart ' • "; V, . 

Ciaipence Hathaway - ' 

Herbert Aptheker , , .,■. 

J,. Alien •■•; ■ 

Jesus Colon' '".,,. 

1 Ai Richmond ' \ ' 

^ ■ H, Allison ' ^ , '/ 

^ Pettis Perry ' ^ -. _' 

'<, Arnold Johnson ■^^^. -'-^ 

GeraldVcie Lightfoot • ■ • . ',' '. ' 

, Daiiny (LNU) from Chicago • , - • • ■ • . '. 

- < Danny (LNU) from Philadelphia ,■■'';'"' 

;■ ,•■, Eric' Burt' . - . ' ■ . , "^ 

G« Myers ; , ^ , 

William Patterson ' . ^ 

Si Gerson * V \ 

The above individuals and one other name whicl) 
cannot be recalled were on the preferred national list 
d£ nominees for the f5dtionr.- Committee, Other name.s , ,- 
as set forth below were also nominated from the cpnv^fitloil 
f lodrs ' ," '/ ^ ' " ' 
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Deli (l^\3) from Washington 

from California 



Qill'(LNU) from the south 
Moliie West 



George' 'Morris 

MiifoL^d S» from Washington 
' ^Nate from Chicago 

Vaud Bennett from Indiana 
Millie (LNU) from New York 
, ,, (FNU) Binaski from New York 
Minnie ^ (LNU) from New York 

declined the nomination 
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The elections were held during the latter 
part of Sunday, 12/13/59, and- the outcome of these 
elections is not known. ^ ' 
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Remarks: 

2 CCS. Ghicagd (Rl3) 
(1 - 100-337^1 
;(1 ". 100~.g0289 
2: CCS. Detroit (bmJ 




.ZATION) 



il - 100-2050 j2£_QEfiAMZATI0N) 
1 - 100-84821 



2:ces. Minneapolis— pM) 

(1 - 100.^187 8-P CP ORGA liriZA0?IQM^ . 
(1 -100-371 1 1) " •!. 

0,0s » New York (MF r ' 

(1 - •. 100-80641 GP ORGANIZATION.) 

[l -r.-lOO-UNSUB* w/f eaiale , p.Cisiifely I 
i «. lOO-XJNSUB w/malepj^r"^ 
fl - 100-TMSUB w/feined^poM.bl:r MILLIE). 
fV^-s^OO-^G? MEMBEEISTO) ' - 

ri -; 100-GP STRAlKr IN INBUSTEST) 
[1 .- IpO-CP FAGTIONALISM) ' 
kj COS. , San i^rancAsco (EM) 

(1 - 100-27747 CP ORGAHIZATldN) 
(i - 65-1242 MIGKM LIMA) " 

HSK/swra 
(24) 



2 CCS:. Seattle (KM) b7c 

(1 ■-■ 100-OP OEaANIZAroN) 
(1 -.lOG-12883 MILFORD S. 

, . possibly SOTHERLANB) 

1 - IP 100-11093 (GP 
-~ --ORGANIZATION) 
1 w, 65-1-238 (VAtTD BENNETT) 
1 - 100-9529 (•RMAWTTKT. BT.TTM) 
1 - 1.00-8312.. r 1 

1 - 10 0-6745 (CP STRATEGY 

\ - "IN INDUSTRY) 
.1 w 100-3474V (CP MEMBERSHIP) 
1 - 100-11138 (GP PACTIONAL-. 
-ISM) 
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12/14/59 

- ' During the period 12/10-13/59, the 17th National Convention 
"of the Communist Party, USA, was held at the Theresa Hotel, 125th Street 
and 7th Avenue, New York Citjc Among the committees set up this 
convention was the committee on.^#rty and^arty organization. Those 
individuals who were members of xhis conmdttee are set forth below: 

Tommy Dennis of Michigan 

Mickey Liroa from Northern California 
I from OhicagOp Illinois '\ 



White female f rom Hew York Ci ty^, age 45^ crippled, ^walked with 
canej^ possibly | I 

Male white^ organizer for Northern Hew lork, in his 30s, ;5*ll";i 
180 IbSo., light brown hair, light complexion _ 
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from Minnesota 

. Vaud Bennett from Indiana . . ' 

Milford S. from the State of Washington 

White female from New lork, possibly Millie ' \ ;' 

Mickey Lima was Chairman of this committeeo The purpose of this ^ 
committee was to discuss such things as the leadership rojl in the -^arty^ 
the establishment of closer ties with mass work, implementation of the 
Wrtj program by carrying organization to a lower level and criticism of .- 
national leadership. 

I I and Mickey Lims, brought -^a draft of a resolution to the 
committee concerning thetlB^rty ant/^arty organization and the committee, 
took this draft and by deleting certain passages and adding .others made . 
a final draft which was presented to the National invention by Mickey 
Limao This resolution was one of the few main reports accepted by the ^ 
convention without change <, An ovation was = given to Lima upon the conclusion 
of his presentation of the report in the National Convention. 

Several sessions of ^ this committee were held but not all members 
were present at all sessions.' One commit'tee session met after the regular- 
convention session until about Is 30 in the morning and another session 
met in the morning prior, to the convening of the convention *' 'Mort. from- 
New' York, Vaud Bennett from Indiana, the woman from New Yoi?kr and Milford 
S. were the main speakers at the obmmittee sessions. 

«1^ 
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Some of the discussion in the committee concerned the fac^that 
the National Leadership of the Party was not sufficiently close to the 
masses and with the fast moving events of the day to* be; able to i^sue 
the correct line from current events for use by Party members • The 
Landrum-Griffin Bill was, ^specif icalliy iSientioned in, that this labor ^iiill 
had been passed by Gongress: and the National Committee nev&r had issued 
a statement'^ setting forth the^.Party line on this l^bor l^pi. . The committee 
emphasized that there was a need for additional concentratioja;by the Party 
on industrialised areas. It recommended to the convention that' there be 
a 10^ increase in Party membership by May Day I960, Throughout the entire 
committee discussions there was no violent disagreement* 
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